Unit 2

T 2.1
Three countries

d.
Well, my country’s got a population of uhh … about three and a half million, so it’s not a big place. Most of the people are from Europe, but about 12 percent are Maori … they were the original inhabitants. A lot of people live in bungalows, which are small houses on one floor, and have a pet. It’s a very beautiful country. It’s got a lot of mountains, and people love the countryside. Oh, and we’re very good at rugby and cricket.

e.
My country is the biggest island in Europe, but we have less than 1 percent of the world’s population, fewer than 60 million. Most people live in cities and towns, but we’ve got a beautiful, green countryside, because of all the rain we get. We’re famous for drinking tea in the afternoon, and we like to socialize at pubs in the evening, maybe have a pint or two of beer. A favorite hobby is gardening, and our top sports are cricket, rugby, and football—or soccer, as the Americans call it.

f.
I come from a big country. It has a lot of wide open spaces. We have a population of … oh … about 280 million. We have big, cosmopolitan cities with people who come from all over the world. But lots of people live in the suburbs and in smaller cities and towns. We’re famous for hamburgers and french fries, but we have other kinds of food, too. In fact, you can find almost any kind of food you want here. We like sports—baseball, basketball, and, of course, football! 

T 2.2

1.
Do you have a computer?


Yes, I do.


Do you have a car?


No, I don’t. I just have a bicycle.

2.
Does your father work in an office?


No, he doesn’t. He works in a school. He’s a teacher…

T 2.3
Questions

Where does he come from?

Is she married?

Do they have any children?

How many brothers and sisters does she have?

What does he do?

What does she do in her free time?

Where do they go on vacation?

What is she doing right now?

T 2.4
Daily life

have breakfast

wash my hair

watch a movie on TV

talk to my friends

take a shower

clean up the mess

do the dishes

have or put posters on the wall

make some coffee

listen to music

relax on the sofa

do my homework

cook a meal

go to the bathroom

put on makeup

read magazines

T 2.5
Home Truths

P = Presenter

C = Carol
M = Mike  

D = Dave
A = Alison

P
Hello, and welcome to “Home Truths.” Today we’re going to hear just what couples really think of each other. What drives you crazy about your partner? Here’s Carol, talking about her husband, Mike.

C
Well, there are a lot of arguments about television in our house. He gets hold of the remote control and then he’s always changing channels, so I never see what I want to. All he wants to watch is sports, sports, sports. When I try to talk to him, he doesn’t listen because he’s watching the TV. And … another thing … he never remembers anything—birthdays, when we’re going out, nothing. Oh, and he can’t make a decision to save his life. I have to do it all. I decide where we’re going on vacation, what car to buy, which restaurant when we go out for dinner … everything.

P
So there we have Carol’s opinion. What does Mike say about Carol?

M
When we’re in the car and I’m driving, she constantly tells me how to drive. She’ll say “you’re going too fast,” or “slow down,” or give me directions like “make a left turn here,” even though I know exactly where I’m going and don’t need any help. And then, when I want to watch something on television, like … the news, she always wants to watch a talk show or a movie. And … another thing. She’s always on the phone. She spends hours talking to our daughter, and do you know where she lives? Right around the corner.

P
But what do they think of their marriage? Here’s Carol.

C
Well, I can’t change him now, so I’ll just have to put up with him.

P
And Mike?

M
We’ve been married for 25 years, and she’s the only woman for me!

P
And now we have another couple, Dave and Alison. Oh, and by the way, Dave’s an electrician.

A
What drives me absolutely crazy is that he starts a job and never finishes it. At work he’s so professional, but at home, if I ask him to change a lightbulb in the bedroom, it takes him months. And he’s so messy. I tried to train him before we got married, but it didn’t work. He just drops things on the floor. I keep saying that I don’t want to be his mother as well as his wife. When we go out, he looks so scruffy, even when I’m all dressed up. And his clothes are so old-fashioned. He never throws anything away.

P
Oh, boy. Now what does Dave have to say about Alison?

D
Well, she’s never ready on time. She always finds something to do that makes us late, wherever we go. She’s usually doing her hair or putting on her makeup while I’m saying “Come on, honey, it’s time to go.” And she forgets things. She forgets where she parked the car, she leaves the car keys in the most stupid places. But the most annoying thing about Alison is that she’s always right!

P
And their final opinions about each other?

A
He’s great. He’s a lot of fun, and he’s one in a million.

D
See? I told you, she’s always right!

P
So, there we are. My thanks to Carol and Mike, and Dave and Alison.

T 2.6
Making conversation

J = Jim
M = Maria

1.
J
Hello. What’s your name?

M
Maria.

J
I’m … Jim. I’m a teacher. And … where are you from?

M
Rome.

J
Uhh … What … what do you do?

M
I’m a student.

J
Mm. And … how long have you been here in Seattle, Maria?

M
Two months.

J
Are you having a good time?

M
Yes.

J
Can I get you a coffee?

M
No.

J
Do miss your family at all?

M
No.

J
Do you have any brothers or sisters?

M
Yes.

J
Umm … Oh! What do they do?

M
They are students, too.

J
Oh, well, I have a class now. Good-bye, Maria.

M
Ciao.

A = Alice
M = Sergio

2.
A
Hello. What’s your name?

M
Sergio. And what’s your name?

A
Alice. Where are you from, Sergio?

M
I come from Rio de Janeiro in Brazil, one of the most beautiful places in the whole world. And you, Alice, where do you come from?

A
I come from Canada. What do you do in Rio?

M
I’m an architect.

A
Oh, really?

M
Yeah. I design beautiful buildings for people with lots of money. I’m very expensive.

A
How interesting.

M
And how long have you been a teacher, Alicia?

A
Actually, my name’s Alice.

M
I am so sorry. Alicia is the way we say it in Brazil—Alice, I mean.

A
Don’t worry. I like the name Alicia. I’ve been working here for five years.

M
How interesting! Do you enjoy it?

A
Yes, very much. You meet a lot of people from lots of different countries, and I like that very much. Are you enjoying it here?

M
Very, very much. I’m learning a lot of English, and I’m making a lot of friends, and even the weather’s not so bad! Well, I haven’t frozen to death yet, and I’ve been here for five weeks. Alice, can I get you a coffee?

A
Well, I’ve got a few minutes before my next class, so that would be nice. Thank you very much.

M
Why don’t we …

T 2.7
Everyday conversations

1.
What a nice day it is today!

Yes. It’s beautiful, isn’t it?
2.
How are you today?

Fine, thanks. How about you?
3.
Did you have a nice weekend?

Yes, we had a great time. We went to the beach and did some shopping.
4.
How do you like living in Texas?

I’m enjoying it. It was kind of strange at first, but I’m getting used to it.
5.
Did you have a good flight?

Yes, no problems. The plane was a little bit late, but it didn’t matter.
6.
Did you watch the soccer game yesterday?

No, I missed it. What was the score?
7.
What a beautiful coat you’re wearing!

Thank you. I got it in San Francisco last year.
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