Unit 1

T 1.1
Mauricio
My name’s Mauricio Nesta. I come from Brasilia, the capital of Brazil. I’m a student at the University of Brasilia. I’m studying modern languages—English and French. I also know a little Spanish, so I can speak four languages. I’m enjoying the program a lot, but it’s really hard work. I started college three years ago.

I live at home with my parents and my sister. My brother went to work in the United States last year.

After I graduate, I’m going to work as a translator. I hope so, anyway.

T 1.2
Carly
Hi. My name’s Carly and I come from Toronto, but I live near Boston now with my husband, Dave, and our three children. Dave’s an architect. I came to the US 15 years ago when I got married.

I work part-time in a bookstore. I’m also taking courses on the Internet. It’s called “virtual university.” I study at home, on my computer, and I send my work in by e-mail every week. I’m studying art. It’s really interesting and I’m enjoying the program a lot. But it isn’t easy having a part-time job and studying, too! Right now, I’m reading about Italian painters in Italian, which is difficult because I speak French quite well but only a little Italian!

I started the program a year ago and it lasts for three years. After I graduate, I’m going to look for a job in an art gallery or museum.

T 1.3

1.
I’m reading a good book.

I booked a room at a hotel.
2.
What kind of music do you like?

My mother is a very kind person.
3.
Can you swim?

I’d like a can of soda, please.
4.
What does architect mean?

Don’t be mean to your little sister!
5.
Please turn on the light.

This box is very light.
6.
Do you want to play tennis?

We saw a play at the theater.
7.
The train’s coming.

Athletes have to train very hard.
8.
The phone’s ringing.

What a beautiful ring you’re wearing!

T 1.4
Mrs. Snell
I have a new neighbor. He moved in a few weeks ago. I know he has a job, because I see him leaving the house every morning and then coming home in the evening. He’s a construction worker, I think. He wears jeans and a T-shirt, so it can’t be a very good job. Sometimes he comes home late.

One time he knocked on my door, but I didn’t open it. I didn’t know who it was, and I don’t like to open my door to strangers. So, I’ve never actually met him and I don’t know what I would say to him, anyway. Kids these days. They’re so different now!

You know his girlfriend is living with him. I know it’s not unusual these days, but I still don’t like it, boys and girls living together and not married. It’s such a small apartment. I don’t know how two people can live there.

He had a party last week. Forty people! Oh, the noise! It went on until two in the morning. I didn’t sleep all night. He said he was sorry the next day, but it was a little bit late by then.

Oh, there he goes. I can see him now. He’s going out with his girlfriend. I wonder what they’re doing tonight. Having a good time. Going to a club, probably.

T 1.5
Steve
I moved into this apartment a few weeks ago, and I’m really enjoying living here. There’s only one bedroom, and my sister is staying with me right now because she’s looking for a job.

I work in advertising. It’s hard work, and the hours are really long, but I like it. And it pays well. The office is really casual. No one wears a suit or a tie.

My neighbors are all really nice. I’ve met them all except Mrs. Snell, I think that’s her name. She’s very quiet. I never see her or hear her. I knocked on her door once to introduce myself, but she didn’t answer. She doesn’t like young people or something, I don’t know.

I had a party a few days ago. It really wasn’t very noisy. About ten of us were here at my place until 11:00 and then we went out to a club. When I saw Mrs. Snell the next day, I said I hoped there wasn’t too much noise, but as usual she didn’t say anything. She’s really odd.

This evening my sister and I are going to visit a friend of ours who’s in the hospital, and then we’re going out for Chinese food.

T 1.6
Social expressions

1.
“How are you?” “Fine, thanks.”
2.
“Hello, Jane!” “Hi, Peter!”
3.
“See you tomorrow!” “Bye! See you then.”
4.
“Good night!” “Sleep well!”
5.
“Good morning!” “Good morning!”
6.
“Hello, I’m Elaine Paul.” “Nice to meet you, Elaine.”
7.
“Cheers!” “Cheers!”
8.
“Excuse me.” “Yes. Can I help you?”
9.
“Make yourself at home.” “Thank you. That’s very nice of you.”
10.
“Have a good weekend!” “Same to you!”
11.
“Thank you very much.” “You’re welcome.”
12.
“Bless you!” “Thanks.”
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