Unit 13

T 13.1
General knowledge quiz
1.
When did the first person walk on the moon?

In 1969.

2.
Where are the Alps?

In Europe.

3.
Who lives at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C.?

The president of the United States.

4.
Who won the 1994 World Cup?

Brazil.

5.
How many states are there in the United States?

Fifty.

6.
How much does an African elephant weigh?

5–7 tons.

7.
How far is it from Tokyo, Japan, to New York City?

15,000 kilometers.

8.
How old was Princess Diana when she died?

Thirty-six.

9.
What languages do Canadians speak?

English and French.

10.
What did Marconi invent in 1901?

The radio.

11.
What kind of music did Louis Armstrong play?

Jazz.

12.
What happens at the end of Romeo and Juliet?

Romeo and Juliet kill themselves.

13.
What happened to Nelson Mandela in 1994? 

He became president of South Africa.

14.
Why do birds migrate?

Because the winter is cold.

15.
Which was the first country to have TV?

Britain.

16.
Which language has the most words?

English.
T 13.2
Listen carefully

1.
Why do you want to go?
2.
Who is she?
3.
Where’s she staying?
4.
Why didn’t they come?
5.
How old was she?
6.
Does he play the guitar?
7.
Where did you go to school?
T 13.3
Noises in the night

It was about 2 o’clock in the morning, and suddenly I woke up. I heard a noise. I got out of bed and went slowly downstairs. There was a light on in the living room. I listened carefully. I could hear two men speaking very quietly. “Burglars!” I thought. “Two burglars!” Immediately I ran back upstairs and called the police. I was really frightened. Fortunately the police arrived quickly. They opened the front door and went into the living room. Then they came upstairs to find me. “It’s all right now, sir,” they explained. “We turned the television off for you!”
T 13.4
A Train Journey
The people on the train were hot and tired. A tall young man sat next to three small children and their aunt. The aunt and the children talked. When the aunt spoke she always began with “Don’t…” When the children spoke they always began with “Why … ?” The young man said nothing.

The small boy whistled loudly. “Don’t do that, Cyril,” said his aunt. Cyril stood up and looked out of the window at the countryside.

“Why is that man taking those sheep out of that field?” he asked.

“Perhaps he’s taking them to another field where there’s more grass,” said the aunt.

“But there’s lots of grass in that field. Why can’t the sheep stay there?”

“Perhaps the grass in the other field is better.”

“Why is it better?”

The young man looked annoyed.

“Oh, dear,” thought the aunt, “he doesn’t like children.”

“Sit down quietly, Cyril. Now, listen, I’m going to tell you a story.”

The children looked bored but they listened. The story was very boring indeed. It was about a very beautiful little girl, who worked hard and behaved beautifully. Everybody loved her. One day she fell into a lake and everyone in the village ran to save her.

“Why did they save her?” asked the bigger girl.

“Because she was so good,” said the aunt.

“But that’s stupid,” said the girl. “When people fall into lakes, it doesn’t matter if they’re good or bad, you run to save them.”

“You’re right,” said the young man, speaking for the first time. “That’s a ridiculous story.”

“Well, perhaps you would like to tell a story,” said the aunt coldly.

“OK,” said the man. The children looked interested and he began.

T 13.5
The tale of horribly good Bertha
“Once upon a time, a long time ago there was a little girl called Bertha. She was always well-behaved and worked hard at school to please her parents and her teachers. She was never late, never dirty, never rude, and she never told lies.”

The children on the train began to look bored. “Was she pretty?” asked the smaller girl.

“No,” said the young man. “She wasn’t pretty at all. She was just horribly good. Bertha was so good that she won three gold medals. One said Never Late, one said Always Polite, and the third said Best Child in the World.”

“Yuck!” said the three children.

“Anyway,” said the young man, “Bertha was so good that the king invited her to his palace. So she put on her best clean white dress and she pinned her three medals to the front, and she walked through the woods to the king’s palace. But in the woods there lived a big hungry wolf. He saw Bertha’s lovely white dress through the trees and he heard the medals clinking together as she walked.

“‘Aha!’ thought the wolf. ‘Lunch!’ And he started to move quickly but quietly through the trees toward Bertha.”

“Oh, no!” cried the children. “Is he going to eat Bertha?”

“Yes, of course,” answered the young man. “Bertha tried to run away, but she couldn’t run fast because the medals were so heavy. The wolf caught her easily and he ate everything, every bit of Bertha, except her three medals.”

“That’s a terrible story,” said the aunt.

“No, it isn’t,” shouted the children. “It’s the best story ever!”

“Ah,” said the young man, “the train’s stopping. It’s my station.”

T 13.6
Catching a train

Trains from Boston South Station to New York Pennsylvania Station. Monday to Friday. Here are the departure times from Boston and arrival times in New York City:

7:55 arriving one o’clock

10:30 arriving 3:35

12:30 arriving 6:20

2:17 …
T 13.7
The information desk

A
Good morning. Can you tell me the times of trains from New York back to South Station, please?

B
When do you want to come back? Afternoon? Evening?

A
About five o’clock this afternoon.

B
About five o’clock. Let’s see … Well, there’s a train that leaves New York at 4:30 … then there isn’t another one until 6:45.

A
And what time do they get in?

B
The 4:30 train gets in to South Station at 9:15 and the 6:45 gets in at 11:25.

A
OK. Thanks a lot.
T 13.8
A
Hello. A round-trip ticket to New York, please.

C
How do you want to pay?

A
Cash, please.

C
That’s 85 dollars.

A
Here’s a hundred.

C
Here’s your change and your ticket.

A
Thank you. Which platform is it?

C
Platform 1. Over there.

A
Thank you.
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