Unit 8

T 8.1
Inventions

Jeans

Two Americans, Jacob Davis and Levi Strauss, made the first jeans in 1873. Davis bought cloth from Levi’s shop. He told Levi that he had a special way to make strong clothing for workmen. The first jeans were blue. In 1935 jeans became fashionable for women after they saw them in Vogue magazine. In the 1970s, Calvin Klein earned $12.5 million a week from jeans.

Television

A Scotsman, John Logie Baird, transmitted the first television picture on October 25, 1925. The first thing on television was a boy who worked in the office next to Baird’s workroom in London. In 1927, Baird sent pictures from London to Glasgow. In 1928 he sent pictures to New York, and also produced the first color TV pictures.

Aspirin

Felix Hofman, a 29-year-old chemist who worked for the German company Bayer, invented the drug aspirin in March 1899. He gave the first aspirin to his father for his arthritis. By 1950 it was the best-selling painkiller in the world, and in 1969 the Apollo astronauts took it to the moon. The Spanish philosopher José Ortega y Gassett called the 20th century “The Age of Aspirin.”
T 8.2
Listen and check

1.
Two Germans didn’t make the first jeans. Two Americans made them.
2.
Davis didn’t sell cloth in Levi’s shop. He bought cloth from Levi’s shop.
3.
Women didn’t see pictures of jeans in She magazine. They saw them in Vogue.
4.
Baird didn’t send pictures from London to Paris. He sent pictures from London to Glasgow.
5.
Felix Hofman didn’t give the first aspirin to his mother. He gave it to his father.
6.
A Spanish philosopher didn’t call the 19th century “The Age of Aspirin.” He called the 20th century “The Age of Aspirin.”
T 8.3
A
Did you know that Marco Polo brought spaghetti back from China?

B
Really? That’s incredible!

A
Well, it’s true!

C
Did you know that Napoleon was afraid of cats?

D
No way! I don’t believe it!

C
Well, it’s true!
T 8.4
Listen and repeat

1.
recipe
2.
green
3.
clock
4.
banana
5.
funny
6.
worried
7.
delicious
8.
kissed
T 8.5
Listen and check

1.
A
Why didn’t you laugh at my joke?

B
Because it wasn’t very funny. That’s why!

2.
A
Hello. Hello. I can’t hear you. Who is it?

B
It’s me, Jonathan … JONATHAN! I’m on my cell phone.

A
Oh, Jonathan! Hi! Sorry, I can’t talk now. I’m in a hurry.

3.
A
Good luck on your exams!

B
Oh, thank you. I always get so nervous before exams.

4.
A
Mmmmm! Did you make this chocolate cake?

B
I did. Do you like it?

A
Like it? I love it. It’s delicious. Can I have the recipe?

5.
A
Come on, Tommy. Say hello to your Aunt Mavis. Don’t be shy.

B
Hello, Aunt Mavis.
T 8.6
Love on the Internet: Marie and Chris

C = Chris
M = Marie

M
I’m really shy. I find it difficult to talk to people face to face. But I find it easy to chat on the Internet. I met Chris there about a year ago. It was in a chat room called “the Chat Room.” He was so funny.

C
But I’m only funny on the Internet! Anyway, we “chatted” on the Internet for a year, we exchanged hundreds of e-mails and some photos. I wanted to call Marie but—

M
I said no. I was worried. I didn’t want it to end.

C
She didn’t even give me her address. But finally she said OK, I could call. So I did, and we spoke for an hour. That was six months ago. Then she sent me her address and …

M
…that was three months ago and one week later, there was a knock at the door and I knew before I opened it. Somehow I wasn’t worried anymore. I opened the door and …

C
…and I stood there with some flowers …

M
…lots of flowers. Red roses. Beautiful … and … 

C
…and well, we fell in love and …

Both
…and we got married last Saturday!

Love in a bottle: Yuko and Vince

Y = Yuko
V = Vince

Y
I love the sea. I like walking on the beach. One day, it was five years ago now, I was on the beach and I stood on something. It was a bottle, a green bottle. I could see something inside—some paper. So I broke the bottle, it was a letter but …

V
…but you couldn’t read it …

Y
No, I couldn’t. You see it was in English and I couldn’t speak English then.

V
You can speak it very well now…

Y
No, not really … but anyway. I asked a friend to translate the letter for me. We couldn’t believe it. A man in Alaska wanted a wife, but the letter was ten years old.

V
And I still wasn’t married!

Y
But I didn’t know that. Anyway for a joke, my friend and I wrote a letter and sent a photo…

V
And now, I couldn’t believe it. I got this letter and a photo. She was beautiful. I wrote back immediately and we wrote every week for six months … and we spoke on the phone and …

Y
…and finally I flew to Anchorage, way up north in Alaska, and we met face to face. I was very shy but it was good, very good and now …

V
…now, we have 3 children. We have a house by the sea…

Y
We’re very happy. You see, we both love the sea!
T 8.7
Ordinals

first

second

third

fourth

fifth

sixth

tenth

twelfth

thirteenth

sixteenth

seventeenth

twentieth

twenty-first

thirtieth

thirty-first
T 8.8
Dates

1.
April first

2.
March second

3.
September seventeenth

4.
November nineteenth

5.
June twenty-third

6.
February twenty-ninth, 1976

7.
December nineteenth, 1983

8.
October third, 1999

9.
May thirty-first, 2000

10.
July fifteenth, two thousand four

T 8.9
What’s the date?

1.
January fourth
2.
May seventh, 1997
3.
August fifteenth, 2001
4.
A
It was a Friday.

B
No, it wasn’t. It was a Thursday.

A
No, I remember. It was Friday the 13th. July 13th.
5.
A
Oh, no! I forgot your birthday.

B
It doesn’t matter, really.

A
It was last Sunday, wasn’t it? The 30th. November 30th.
6.
B
Hey! Did you know that Shakespeare was born and died on the same day?

A
That’s not possible!

B
Yes, it is. He was born on April 23, 1564, and he died on April 23, 1616.
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