Unit 7

T 7.1
Mattie Smith

Mattie Smith is 91 years old. She lives alone in Atlanta, Georgia. She starts her day at 7:30. First she takes a bath, next she cleans the house, and then she sits outside on her front porch and thinks about her past life. Then she writes poems about it.
T 7.2
Mattie was never at school. She lived with her mother and four sisters. She started work when she was eight. She worked in the cotton fields from morning until night. She couldn’t read or write but she could think, and she created poems in her head.

T 7.3
Listen and repeat.

looked

worked

loved

learned

earned

married

died

hated

wanted

T 7.4
Listen to Mattie.

I worked all day, from morning until night. Twelve hours in the cotton fields and I only earned $4 a day. I sure hated that job—but I loved the poems in my head. I really wanted to learn to read and write.

When I was 16 I married Hubert, and soon there were 6 children: 5 sons, then a daughter, Lily. Hubert died just before she was born. That was 65 years ago. So I looked after my family alone.

There was no time for learning, but my children, they all learned to read and write. That was important to me.

And when did I learn to read and write? I didn’t learn until I was 86, and now I have 3 books of poems.
T 7.5
Questions and answers

1.
A
When did she start to work?

B
When she was eight years old.
2.
A
Where did she work?

B
In the cotton fields.
3.
A
Who did she live with?

B
Her mother and sisters.
4.
A
How many hours did she work?

B
Twelve hours a day.
5.
A
How much did she earn?

B
Four dollars a day.
6.
A
Who did she marry?

B
Hubert.
7.
A
When did Hubert die?

B
Sixty-five years ago.
8.
A
When did she learn to read?

B
She didn’t learn until she was 86.
T 7.6
Listen carefully

worked

lived

started

married

loved

hated

finished

looked

earned

visited

cleaned

liked
T 7.7
Listen and repeat.

had

left

won

fought

got

lost

studied

bought

went

became

met

died

T 7.8
Steve’s 1990s
What do I remember about the nineties? … Ummm, well, I left home in 1993 and went to college. I studied economics—it was really interesting. I had a good time. Then after college, in 1997, I was really lucky. I got a job immediately, at Chase Manhattan Bank, a big bank in New York. Soon after that, in 1998, I met my wife, Gail. We got married in 1999 and bought a nice house together. We’re very happy now.

Well, basketball is OK … but I really love soccer. I remember that in 1994, the Soccer World Cup was in the United States. Brazil won in 1994. In 1998, the World Cup was in France. That year, Brazil lost to France.

Well, the U.S. fought in the Gulf War in 1991. Bill Clinton became president in 1992. He was president for eight years—from 1992 to 2000. I’ll never forget the presidential election in 2000, because we had a lot of problems.

One thing I remember about 1997 that was really sad was when Princess Diana died. She died in a car crash in Paris. Millions of people went to London for her funeral. I remember it was on the news for days.
T 7.9
widow

building

fought

white

T 7.10
1.
walk

2.
listen

3.
know

4.
write

5.
eight

6.
buy

7.
hour

8.
island

9.
could

10.
daughter

T 7.11
Listen and repeat.

1.
bought
2.
could
3.
night
4.
answer
5.
island
6.
Christmas
T 7.12
1.
He bought his daughter eight, white horses for Christmas.

2.
I know you know the answer.

3.
They walked and talked for hours and hours.

T 7.13
Special days

1.
A
Ugh! Work again! I hate Monday mornings!

B
Me, too. Did you have a nice weekend?

A
Yes. It was great.

2.
Happy birthday to you.

Happy birthday to you.

Happy birthday, dear Tommy,

Happy birthday to you.

3.
A
Did you get any Valentine’s Day cards?

B
Yes, I did. Listen to this:


Roses are red. Violets are blue


You are my Valentine


And I love you.

A
Oooh! Do you know who it’s from?

B
No idea!

4.
A
Congratulations!

B
Oh … thank you very much.

A
When’s the happy day?

B
Excuse me?

A
Your wedding day. When is it?

B
Oh! We’re not sure. Probably some time in June.

5.
A
It’s midnight! Happy New Year everybody!

B
Happy New Year!

C
Happy New Year!
6.
A
Thank goodness! It’s Friday!

B
Yeah. Have a nice weekend!

A
Same to you.
T 7.14
Listen and answer.

1.
Did you have a nice weekend?
2.
Did you get any Valentine’s Day cards?
3.
Congratulations!
4.
Happy New Year!
5.
Have a nice weekend!
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