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Assignment 6, John Stuart Mill, On Liberty
1. (1 – 5 1/4) Explain how modern corporate capitalism mass communications (including the Internet) have affected the power of the majority.
2. (5 1/5 – 9 1/3) How did religious freedom and economic freedom relate when this book was written?
3. (9 1/3 – 14) Mill states that “the only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over the any member of a civilized community, against his will, is to prevent harm to others.  His own good, either physical or moral, is not a sufficient warrant.” How does the preventative nature of today’s government contradict this, and how does it go against Mill’s concept of freedom?
4. (15 – 21 line 1)  How does George Dubya Bush NOT fit Mill’s model of a wise person.  How does he use the very counter argument that Mill detailed?
5. (21 line 2 – 23 1/4) Using this selection, explain why Mill values the individual.
6. (23 1/4 – 27 1/4) How does the statement, “I believe this view of the subject is mostly confined to the sort of persons who think that new truths may have been desirable once, but that we have had enough of them now,” relate to self-understanding.
7. (27 1/4 – 29 4/5) Using marijuana as an example, show that there are still laws in existence that persecute people purely for cultural reasons.
8. (29 4/5 – 33 4/5) Explain how Bush has helped to revive the kind of bigotry that Mill describes.
9. (33 4/5 – 36 1/2) Discuss whether or not people are more or less open minded than they were during Mill’s time.
10. (36 1/2 – 40 1/2) How has Christianity affected Mill’s work?
11. (40 1/2 – 42 3/5) How does Mill relate progress and truth?

12. (42 3/5 – 46 1/2) Discuss Mill’s values, and try to find a value that stems the rest.
13. (46 1/2 – 50 1/4) How does corporate capitalism succeed in keeping people more docile than religion ever did?  What about this docility does Mill see as evil?
14. (50 1/4 – 52 1/2) I believe that Mill’s base values have never been truly understood by the majority of this country’s population.  Debate on what values of Mill’s you think the public understands.
15. (53 – 55 1/3) How is there a gray area between expressions and actions?
16. (55 1/3 – 59 line 3) Explain public school, commercials, and the media in general encourage people to act as sheep.  How has it replaced religion?  In your opinion, is it better or worse?
17. (59 line 4 – 61 1/4) How is Calvinism still prevalent in our society?  By whom is it fought?
18. (61 1/4 – 65) How do today’s public schools stunt the growth of intelligent children?
19. (66 – 69 2/5) Show how Mill relates individuality with productivity.
20. (69 2/5 – 71) How has Mill’s dream been realized in the US?  How has it been ignored?  Speculate on what will happen to it in the future.
21. (73 – 76 2/5)

22. (76 2/5 – 78 line 3)
23. (78 line 4 – 81 3/5)

24. (81 3/5 – 86 1/4)

25. (86 1/4 – 88 line 3)

26. (88 line 4 – 91)
