
There are a number of reasons I wish to participate in the JET Program.  I have taken a personal interest in learning the Japanese language.  I believe immersion in Japan would greatly help me in that pursuit.  I have long been curious what it would be like to be inside a country where the native language is not my own.  The Japanese entertainment industry is also interesting to me.  Nintendo made game platforms famous worldwide.  Japanese AI (Artificial Intelligence) used to mimic humans and animals is more interesting to me as a programmer than the AI found in the US which is normally used for navigation and manufacturing purposes.  Also, I have a few pen pals in Japan that I want to visit.  While most of them are located in Osaka and Tokyo, there are still many more spread throughout Japan in Hokkaido, Kyoto, Nara, Nagasaki, Fukui, Shikoku, and Gifu.  A long term stay in Japan would give me a chance to visit them all.  Since my profession is computer science, I also want to get familiar with the Japanese computer industry.  I consider Japan and America to be amongst the leaders of the computer industry, and I believe it to be in my best interest to make acquaintances in both countries.

While I do not have directly related experience to being an ALT, I do have qualities which I consider useful to the position.  The closest experience I have to professional teaching is the math tutoring I did in high school.  During my time as a tutor, I realized the best strategy for teaching somebody math they did not understand was to go back to something familiar and teach them step by step what is required after that to get them to the level where they need to be.  I believe math and language can be considered similar in some aspects.  Math builds complex formulas from basic formulas as language constructs complex grammar from basic grammar.  While I have no professional experience teaching English, I have helped some Japanese pen pals with the language.  I have not developed any particular technique for helping people learn English, but I have become well aware of the patience needed to teach it.  As a computer scientist, I am somewhat familiar with computerized testing.  I believe the instant response from computerized testing helps people learn quicker and can be more motivating since progress can be calculated and shown.  I may not be very fluent in Japanese, but I do believe I speak it to a level where I can explain simple concepts.  There are a number of times I have managed to get concepts across to pen pals who were having problems with English.  In addition to the language, I am also familiar with a number of Japanese customs such as business card exchange, holidays, greetings, etc that are not common in the US.

If I do get accepted into the JET Program, there are certain things which I hope to accomplish.  Most significantly would be improvement of my Japanese ability.  I have been studying Japanese since March of 2005 and have gotten to a point where progress will be slow unless I somehow devote myself to Japanese.  I am also hoping to make a lot more close friends inside of Japan.  Because of the difference in time zones, it is hard to develop a close relationship with anyone living inside of Japan through e-mails.  Since the ALT position is directly exposed to how English is taught in the Japanese education system, that would be incredibly helpful to me since I do not have a structured way of teaching English to the Japanese pen pals that I have.  I plan to closely observe the English teaching methods I am exposed to so I can develop a good system for teaching English.  One last thing I hope to accomplish is to make acquaintances in the Japanese computer industry before my time with JET is finished.  I am hoping to be able to travel between the US and Japan in my future employement.
3) Statement of Purpose (1 original and 2 copies): This is an essay, in English, of not more than two 8½" x 11" (or A4) pages, typewritten in 12 point font and double-spaced with one-inch margins. Please note that anything beyond the required two pages will not be read! Please type your name and page number (1of 2, 2 of 2) on each page. Be sure to include two copies of your statement to your application package. You should incorporate all of the following points in an essay format.

- Motivation for Participation: The essay should state your reasons for wishing to participate in the JET Program, why you want to go to Japan, and why you are interested in the ALT or CIR position .
*learn Japanese

*Japanese entertainment industry

*pen pals in Japan

*increase chances of working for Japanese-American company

- Relevant Experience: Please also make a case for your selection by describing your past/present experiences, professional skills, relevant interests and personal qualities, and how you feel these will be useful to you as an ALT or CIR. (ie. For ALTs: teaching experience, favorite teaching methods, etc...For CIRs: event coordinating experience, counseling or mediation skills, etc...)
*Studying Japanese since 03/05

*math tutoring in high school

*helping Japanese pen pals learn English

*skills with computerized testing

*familiarity with a number of Japanese customs

- Goals: Also address what you hope to gain, both personally and professionally, and what effect you hope to have on the Japanese community and internationally as a result of your participation in the JET Program.
*fluency in Japanese

*develop friendships with Japanese individuals

*develop familiarity with Japanese computer industry

*learn how to better teach English to Japanese friends

