THE DEFENDERS MOTORCYCLE CLUB HISTORY
Edited from Gord Crowe's "THE BEGINNING", originally written in 1992.

  This is a story about the history of a motorcycle club called the DEFENDERS.  In 1984 twelve people gathered at CFB Borden to discuss the feasibility of establishing a National Military Motorcycle Club.  The twelve were Gord Crowe, Brian Lauzon, Barry Thorne, Wayne Dingle, Kurt Kranshat, Di Moore, Tony Oliver, Mike Stapleton, Fred Thesner, Josh Lacroix, and Bob Steadman.

  They approached the Canadian Forces School of Physical and Educational Recreation (CFSPERs) and were told quite bluntly that neither they nor NDHQ could support a national club under current regulations.  At that time CFB Borden had a motorcycle club (BBMC), to which several CFSPERs instructors belonged.  BBMC members wanted nothing to do with a new club. Treats to have our crest banned from the base never materialized.  Unfounded rumours, that may continue today, were started by people who had no idea of what our club was about.

  The initial twelve members went off base to the village of Angus, rented a post office box, wrote up a Charter & Bylaws, made a crest, and formed Chapter 1 Defenders CFB Borden.  Being naive they chose the red maple leaf on a black background with a white motorcycle and a banner reading CANADA under the tire.  They also allowed for provincial banners across the bottom.  Their only thought was for a black background to match their jackets, white lettering to contrast, and our flag's red maple leaf.  Little did they realize, but they had chosen worldwide outlaw colours, used by Hells Angels, Dragons, Outlaws, Banditos, Satan's Choice, Rebels, Popeyes, Coffin Cheaters, etc.

  However, being anxious to start they forged ahead. Gord Crowe wrote an article in the Base Borden paper declaring our Club's birth as of July 1984.  It should be noted that all twelve Charter Members belonged to other clubs that required them to ride a particular brand of motorcycle as a condition of membership.  This would never become an issue with DEFENDERS.

  The hope was to establish a Chapter of our club at all major bases & stations in Canada.  Sort of a Military Motorcycle Brotherhood, including membership to ex-military thereby establishing the old guard with the current serving members who rode.  Within that framework they also allowed for an assistance network of mechanics, available trailers, storage facilities, and people to establish contact with local dealers for discounts and honest motorcycle repairs.  The overall  intention was to ensure seamless membership transfer upon posting, from one Chapter to another. 

  With the National Club forging forward they decided to sponsor a favourite charity, that could be dealt with nationally.  After some consideration they chose the CHAMP program of the War Amps of Canada.  They felt that promoting a strong association of the War Amps with the Armed Forces and the Amputees with motorcycling was a good cause. 

  Our best advertising in Borden was by word of mouth, knowing that members of  every trade passed through Borden at one point in their career.  They focussed on recruiting people, while in Borden on course, to hopefully return to their base to form a Chapter.  Unfortunately some well established motorcycle clubs at other bases thought that the DEFENDERS were trying to take over.  For a while they had their hands full, continually explaining our goals with the aim of co-existing with the other clubs.

  In August 1984 we held our first ever Poker Run for CHAMP.  Brian Lauzon (then president), Barry Thorne and Gord Crowe travelled to 140 Merton St. in Toronto to meet with Mr David Saunders, Executive Director of the War Amps Key Tag Service, who represented Carol Wilkinson, National CHAMP Director in Ottawa.  They presented Mr Saunders with a cheque for $210.00, our club's first official donation.

  In the fall of 1984 Brian Lauzon was transferred to CFS Beausejour where he formed Chapter 2 Manitoba.  Before his departure we held our first election of officials.  Gord Crowe became president, Barry Thorne remained Vice President, Judi Crowe became Treasurer, and Brenda Stapleton became Secretary.

  In the summer of 1985 our recruiting had built us up to 75 members.  One new member, Bill Durie, returned to Gagetown and formed Chapter 3 New Brunswick.  In 1987 he travelled across Canada visiting all Chapters enroute to Chilliwack.  He has since held the position of National President on two occasions.  Also in 1985 Kurt Kramshat and Josh Lacroix established Chapter 4 Germany.  The problems of staying in touch with Germany were endless.  We overcame the slow mailing and time zone problems and the club successfully grew.  Lastly in 1985 Bob MacPherson started up Chapter 5 Saskatchewan in Moosejaw.  About this time Gord Crowe wrote a letter to the Sentinel (CF magazine) about the DEFENDERS.  They published the letter and we started to get inquiries from across Canada.  A few people joined as members-at-large, with the promise of keeping in touch nationally.

  In early 1986 Chapter 6 Suffield Alberta came on line, followed closely by Chapter 7 Chilliwack British Columbia.  During the summer of 1987 we had several inquiries from CFB Petawawa. After two visits to Petawawa we designated them as Chapter 8.  Unfortunately they never got off the ground.  We learned later that the Airborne had a club called the Para No-Mads which had been banned by the base commander.  He was therefore reluctant to recognise any other motorcycle clubs.

  In 1988 we had some trouble at the Pacific National Exhibition in Vancouver.  Some DEFENDERS visiting the exhibition were confronted by members of the local Hell's Angels Chapter about our crests, which they referred to as colours.  After phone calls between our Bill Durie and the president of the Hell's Angels we decided to redesign the crest.  At the same time the Rebels Outlaw Club was telling Calgary Chapter 9 to loose the Provincial Banners.  Some clubs may have seen these banners, which they call rockers,  as a claim to territory.  Hence our crest changes saw the words Motorcycle Club deleted and the lower banner changed to identify the member's Chapter number.  To avoid further problems Gord Crowe arranged several Ontario meetings.  He met with the Outlaws, Satan's Choice, Para-dice Riders and the Vagabonds.  He was told that we could go do our own thing.  We were OK with them because we were a non-outlaw military-based club.  Also in 1988 Chapter 9 Calgary Alberta came on line and our National Executive transferred to Chilliwack BC under Bill Durie as National President.

  In 1988 we started to see significant changes in our organization.  We joined the Ontario Road Riders Association and Gord Crowe was elected to the National Coalition of Motorcyclists Board of Advisors for Region 9 Central Canada.  Many members were posted and lost touch.  This hurt us, however, we pushed onward with our ideals and goals.  Chapter 2 was the first to fold with the closure of CFS Beausejour.  Next we lost Chapter 3 Gagetown, followed by Chapter 5 Moosejaw and finally Chapter 4 Germany.  These losses were due to many reasons but usually due to postings of key members.  Those left behind were either not proactive or not committed to the concept of a national club.  Germany failed after they became too radical and lost interest in our primary goals. 

  In 1988 our National Executive transferred to Chapter 6 Suffield with Dan Masson as National President.  At the same time Wayne Dingle was posted from Borden to Calgary Alberta where he joined Chapter 9.  Gord Crowe was left to run Chapter 1 Borden by himself.  In 1989 Dan turned the position of National President over to Doc Handford.

  In 1990 Gord Crowe was posted to CFB Shearwater.  In July 1990, on the sixth anniversary of the DEFENDERS, along with twelve others he formed Chapter 10 Nova Scotia.  Sean Birch was the first president of Chapter 10.  

  The summer of 1991 saw Chapter 11 Peterborough start up and Chapter 1 was revitalized by Greg Barber and his dedicated crew.  The first DEFENDERS National Rally was held in Kamloops BC with Chapter 6 Suffield, Chapter 7 Chilliwack and Chapter 9 Calgary attending.  At this gathering the National Executive was transferred from Suffield to Penhold with Bill Durie assuming duties as National President for the second time.

  Following the postings of both Bill Durie and John Cruickshank the National Executive requested that National Chapter be transferred to Nova Scotia.  In April 1992 the new National executive included Gord Crowe as President, Sonny Zinck as Vice, Judi Crowe as Treasurer and Diane Zinck as Secretary.  Darrell "Papa Smurf" Macleod was appointed as National Public Relations.

  Unfortunately we again suffered after the postings of key members.  Chapter 12 Victoria started then faltered.  One by one the bases closed or the membership dwindled below the necessary twelve.  Soon only Chapter 10 Nova Scotia remained and the future appeared bleak.  The National Executive was stood down, its role being filled by the Chapter 10 Executive.

  Over the years Chapter 10 held its own, occasionally hearing from members-at-large.  The national dream remained but Chapter 10 focussed on Charity fundraising for CHAMP.  In its  first year Chapter 10 raised $875.00.  This increased slowly over the years as our Poker Run became more widely supported.  Several raffles also brought in decent money.  Each year we were able to donate a few thousand dollars.  Then in 1997 Chapter 10 members Wink and Kathy Saulnier organized a charity auction at a local bar.  They chaired this event for three years.  In 1999 we donated $10,500.00 to CHAMP.  The 2000 auction alone has raised over $6,600.00, every penny of which will benefit a child amputee.

  Luckily the Navy has few inland postings and its membership is less transient.  Chapter 12 Victoria has now been back on its feet for some time.  They are actively riding towards the national goal under the dedicated leadership of Gig Tait.  

  In 1999 two of Chapter 10's members headed west on postings to Alberta.  All they had were names of some old members.  Then late in the year the phone rang.  Dan Masson was still spreading the word.  He hoped that he could somehow find the twelve members needed to restart Chapter 9 Calgary/Edmonton.  Early in 2000 they were back and by the time the riding season started in 2000 they had eighteen crested members, all actively working toward the original dream.  After hearing of the Chapter 10 fundraising success with charity auctions, his membership instructed him to issue a fundraising challenge to the other Chapters.

  In 2000, with three strong Chapters and several members-at-large, we re-instituted the National Executive separate from Chapter Executive.  Our club enjoyed a year of high profile public relations.  Chapter 12 secured a fantastic write-up in Canadian Biker magazine.  Chapter 10 has made many appearances on Breakfast Television in support of charity fundraising.  With the amazing dedication of Chapter 9's membership, the future looked good.

  In 2000 Manitoba was back as a chapter formed in CFB Winnipeg.  Be it memory loss or a clerical error, they were assigned Chapter 3, the old number of  NB.  After a great start they struggled through 2002 and have since dropped from the National scene.  Maybe giving them the wrong old number was bad luck.  Hopefully they will ride again.

  As 2001 ended Chapter 10 came very close to folding.  Many military members were deployed on Op Apollo and some remaining members proposed radical changes to our National Charter.  Although this started with good intentions it divided the Chapter in two.  One side wished to remain a military motorcycle club and the other side wished to allow a more open membership.  Both sides wanted the club to grow and prosper, but in slightly different directions.  In December 2001 many members departed and formed a new club under the name Road Dawgs (Not related to Road Dawgs MC Inc.).  They remain good friends and we wish them a safe ride.
  
  Throughout 2002 Chapter 10 continued to rebuild and now has regained a sure footing.  By the end of the year Chapter 9 was doing extremely well and in February 2003 all agreed to transfer National Executive to them.  Their first order of business will be to organize the 20th anniversary reunion in 2004.

  The future will always be affected by postings and it hurts to see proactive members leave.  But, if they spread the word our club will continue to grow and they will not remain members-at-large for long.  Many areas have a large DND motorcycling community just waiting to be organised into a Chapter.  

  We are DEFENDERS.  Our members include motorcyclists who have served in the DEFENCE of Canada.  We are serving and retired regular military, reserve military, DND civilian employees, RCMP, Coast Guard, and their spouses.  Our associate membership includes any Canadian motorcyclist, 17 or over, who adheres to the club Charter and who actively supports our goals.  

  We came too close to folding to not learn from our mistakes.  As we rebuild we demand that all members seek opportunities to participate in club activities.  This proactive involvement has allowed us to develop a pride of ownership in our National Club.  The Motorcycle Brotherhood envisioned by the initial twelve members has been established.  Over 700 Canadians have been crested as DEFENDERS.   All became friends, many became close friends for life.
