Trip to UK

Kerry’s cousins met us at Manchester Airport then we drove back over to Immingham to visit with her uncle for a nice lunch.  Her cousins also live in Immingham, which is on the Humber estuary about halfway up from London to Scotland on the North Sea.  After that we went south to Norfolk for three days where we stayed in a small house near the sea.
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This is Kerry (on the right) with her cousin Kaye.  Kaye’s husband is Phil, who will be in later pictures.  Kerry’s mother (Kaye’s aunt) move to the USA when she was 19.  The first three days in Norfolk was very windy weather…..blowing almost constantly and one day was 45-50  knots !!!  As you can see the sand blowing across the beach !![image: image2.jpg]



The tides are very high here, where you see those people standing the water will cover at high tide. At low tide the sea is very far out.
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We took a trip over to the Norfolk Broads, a series of canals, rivers and interconnected swamps and lake.  It is very nice country.  We rented a small boat for a trip on the river and it was nice to go through the small towns.  There is a great variety of bird life on the Broads.
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We stopped in for a snack and a pint at a nice pub before returning our boat !!
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this is Kaye with Corey and Courtenay….
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the girls were singing on the boat…..
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and a Mute Swan
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Kerry’s cousin Howard helped the children catch crabs on the quay at Wells-by-the-Sea, they caught over two-hundred!! They were mostly small and weren’t caught for eating so they let them all go…..
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the next two are also in Wells-by-the-Sea, a very quaint little seaside town !!
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We took a seal watching excursion (a short boat ride, really) out the harbor to the North Sea..I think they are spotted seals, I am not sure I remember correctly
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Norfolk is also a flower growing center, growing lavendar and daffodils and more, I don’t remember…

[image: image19.jpg]



an old windmill, many are converted into restaurants or Bed and Breakfast now..very attractive I think..there are modern wind turbines for producing electricity in this area..remember I told you about the winds!!!
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A castle in Norfolk, Castle Rising..we weren’t able to visit this one because they weren’t open for the tourist season until the next day!!
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We stopped at another small city in Norfolk, the girls were shopping and Phil and I found a nice traditional English pub for a pint, this one is quite old 1612, but there is an older one to come…
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the age of things in England fascinates me, as America is just now coming up on only 400 years of settlement, Jamestown was 1607 I think.  I will really be interested to see things much older in Turkey if we are able to visit you there !!

We also visited York..there was a construction excavation that accidentally discovered an old Norse town from about 925 AD and they have now built a discovery center there with a nice museum of Viking life.  Times were very hard then, we really have a nice life now!!  Do I make a convincing Viking?

[image: image23.jpg]



Next is a photo of the River in York..York is an old, old city..a capital even during Roman occupation.  The walls of the city are partially intact..There was a Roman road through York, I will tell you a ghost story, supposed to be true!!

A man was working in the basement of a building in York, during recent years, and saw he swore,  several Roman soldiers march through the walls, across the floor and out the other side but he could not see their legs below the knees!!  This went untalked of for several years and when the story was finally told, curiosity was aroused and an excavation done.  Amazingly, there was a part of the old Roman road about 18 inches below the floor of the basement !! which explains why he could not see their lower legs !!
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and of course, York Minster
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Near York, on our last visit we discovered a small town named Goodmanham!! I fancy that perhaps I have anscestors maybe from there!!  This is the church, it is very old..over a thousand years I think..the story is that when the King of Northumbria, Edwin, was converted to Christianity in 625 (I think) he had the pagan temple destroyed and this church was built on that site it is believed.
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and a brewery there too!!!
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We also visited the city of Lincoln, the castle was started in about 1160? By William the Conqueror.  The cathedral was started earlier, about 1115 and has suffered hardships over the years and has been repaired and enlarged over history.  It is in use today and quite a beautiful building.
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Near Lincoln is Nottingham, of Robin Hood fame.  Kerry and Kaye took the girls to the Robin Hood Adventure but Phil and I (you can guess?) went to a pub for another pint !!  This one is from 1189 and still in business!!
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Back in Immingham, again the church there is pretty old, I like these old churches.  They have character that is lost in buildings I think today.  Maybe I am just romantic!!
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And last, we are all taught in school that the Pilgrims (responsible for our Thanksgiving holiday) set out from Plymouth, England to start a new life in America free of the religious persecutions by the crown.  That is true, but really they started from Immingham, went to Holland, then return to England (Plymouth) before setting sail for America.  There is a monument to this in Immingham …
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Immingham is a small town but a busy one, there is a very large seaport there and oil refineries, Conoco and TotalFinaElf.  Phil works at the Total refinery as an operator of some sort producing gasoline from North Sea oil.

