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Introduction to Scripture: an annotated bibliography


This list is by no means meant to be exhaustive. Rather, this is a compilation of those sources which I most commonly turn to in preparing my own presentation notes. Some of these works may have since been updated. Others may already be out of print. I have put together this list at the repeated request of people who have attended my lectures and classes.  I can only hope that it will be of some use. 

Periodicals

There are numerous periodicals available which deal with scripture. These range form simple easy-to-read publications intended for  the casual interest in scripture, to scholarly academic journals written for the serious student of scripture. The two I have listed are somewhere in the middle.

The Bible Today

Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota


This is a small, bi-monthly publication. It does not have many illustrations or other graphics. The articles are brief, centering on a different topic each publication. Many of the contributors are well-known scholars, others are people from various walks of life who contribute articles which relate the topic to everyday life. One other excellent feature is a section titled ‘Bible in Review’ in which recent publications are reviewed.

Bible Review

Biblical Archaelogy Society, Washington DC


This is a glossy bi-monthly publication.  It has a sister periodical entitled ‘Biblical Archaelogy Review’. The articles are well-illustrated. The contributors are mostly scholars of the Bible and of archaeology. I do not recommend this periodical for those who are uncomfortable with having their faith challenged. Many of the contributors are from the extremes of the academic world. In reading articles in this periodical one must pay attention to the brief bio given on the contributor and take that into consideration in weighing what is said. That having been said, I have personally found this to be a worthwhile subscription to have. 

Reference Works

Raymond E. Brown

Responses to 101 Questions on the Bible

Paulist Press, New York, NY  1990


This little book, 142 pages, gives concise and clear answers to commonly asked questions.  The topics range from Bible translations to fundamentalism, from who wrote the gospels to the establishment of the papacy, from the words of Jesus to the Catholic teachings about Mary. Fr. Brown’s answers are clear and direct. What is more, he has impeccable authority for responding to them. He was perhaps the most well-known, well-respected Biblical scholar of our time (he died in August of 1998). He was an appointee to the Pontifical Biblical Commission as well as president at various ties of the three most distinguished scholarly societies: the Catholic Biblical Association, the Society of Biblical Literature, and the Society of New Testament Studies. I

Raymond E. Brown, Joseph A. Fitzmeyer, Roland E. Murphy (editors)

The New Jerome Biblical Commentary

Prentice Hall, Englewood Cliffs, NJ  1990


A serious and scholarly work it is intended as a reference tool.  It is divided into two sections: The Old Testament, and The New Testament and Topical Articles. The first section consists of a separate article on each of  the books of the Old Testament.  Amongst these are also articles explaining various aspects of OT thought and scholarship: and Introduction to the Pentateuch, an Introduction to Prophetic Literature, an article on Old Testament Apocalypticism and Eschatology, and an Introduction to Wisdom Literature. The New Testament section likewise has an article on each of the books in the NT, as well as 21 articles on related topics. 

Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible

Butterick, George (ed.)

Abingdon, New York 1962-1978 (4 vols)
 AND

The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, Supplementary

Keith Crim(editor)

Abingdon Press , Nashville, TN


As the title indicates, this is a scholarly dictionary of terms and names in and related to the study of Scripture. A very useful tool when you remember a word, but can’t recall exactly why it is familiar, or you suspect its appearance somewhere in Scripture other than what first comes to mind. Entries are anywhere from a few sentences to several pages. 

Eerdman's Atlas of the Bible

William B. Eerdman's Publishing, Grand Rapids, 1981


A slim, compact atlas and index of places from the Bible in their historical context. Plenty of illustrations and photographs, as well as comparative time lines. 

An Introductory Bibliography for the Study of Scripture (3d ed). 

Fitzmyer, Joseph A.

Biblical Institute Press, Rome 1990.


A thorough listing of works related to the study of Scripture compiled by one of the foremost scholars of our time.

The Anchor Bible Dictionary 

Freedman, David Noel, et al., eds.. 

Doubleday, New York  1992  6 volumes.
Intended to be of use to a wide audience, this work provides current scholarship and thorough coverage of biblical topics. Entries are included for every book of the Bible, major words and names encountered, and historical as well as archaeological subjects.

The Oxford Companion to the Bible

Metzger, Bruce M., and Michael D. Coogan, eds. 

Oxford University Press,  New York 1993.

 This volume is more than the standard companion or dictionary. It provides entries not only on the usual Biblical topics, but also articles relative to the development of the study of Scripture and the growth of the Church.

The Nag Hammadi Library

Robinson, James G. (ed.)

HarperCollins, New York 1988

  A well-edited collection of the Gnostic writings of the 4th century which were recoverd from Nag Hammadi. A must-have in consideration of the proliferation of popular literature which draws on these sources.

Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible

Strong, James

Dugan Publishers, Inc.  Gordonsville, TN  

As with the previous volume on this list, this is not a small book. This volume is extremely useful when there is any doubt or confusion about the meaning of a word, especially where different versions of the Bible have translations which do not seem to say the same thing. The one drawback to this work is that it requires access to a King James Bible. The way it is used is to find the word in question in the KJV, then look it up in the first section of the concordance. There it lists all the places in the (KJV)Bible in which that English word is used. Each of these passage references is followed by a number. This number refers to either the Greek or Hebrew dictionary in the second half of the volume. It is not necessary to know the language to use this, as the entries are all numbered. If one turns to the Greek or Hebrew entry there is a brief entry on the word which gives its relation to other words, its meaning, and, if applicable, its figurative or implied meaning.

The Dead Sea Scrolls in English

Vermes, Geza

Penguin Books, New York, NY  1990


This volume is useful when reading recent commentaries on scripture. Reference will often be made to a particular Qumran scroll, and it is useful to have an English translation available in which to read the context to which the author is referring. I recently saw an updated version of this book, titled The Complete Dead Sea Scrolls in English. (For those not familiar with them, the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in 1940 by Beduoin children in caves near Qumran. The caves were excavated and a surprising number of well preserved scrolls, many in jars, were found. These scrolls date to the 2nd and 1st centuries BC. Their existence and content gave rise to a lot of speculation. For over 40 years, speculation was about all there was as the scrolls were jealously guarded by the scholars working on them. Many of the scrolls relate the rules and prayers of a community which is believed to have lived at Qumran, called the Essenes. Others are translations of or commentaries on Hebrew scripture (the Old Testament).

Chronological and Background Charts of Church History

Robert C. Walton

Academic Books (Zondervan), Grand Rapids, MI  1986


 This is one of a series of Charts volumes published by Zondervan. It provides useful comparative charts on everything from “The Twelve Disciples after the Death of Jesus” (what Scripture says, and what tradition holds) to “Theological Issues – Protestant vs. Catholic” to “Translations of the Bible into English”. A must-have for finding quick answers to  questions concerning the development of the Christian churches.

The Complete Works of Josephus  

Wm. Whiston, translator

Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, Michigan  1981


Josephus was born in 37 AD and died sometime around 100 AD. He was the son of a priestly and royal lineage. His personal history is complex and much debated as he claims to have been quite precocious and also to have more than once switched his allegiance between Jerusalem and Rome. His writings have influenced scriptural study. He wrote a work called  “Antiquities of the Jews’ which is believed by many to reflect Jewish traditional belief at the time he was living.  Another of his works, ‘Wars of the Jews’ has been used by scholars to both support and refute circumstances within the life of Jesus and the rise of early Christianity.  It is useful to have this, or a similar volume, available to check when an author makes reference to a passage from Josephus.

Old  Testament

Genesis: Translation and Commentary

Alter, Robert 

W.W. Norton 1997


 An excellent approach to the book of Genesis by a Jewish literary scholar. Alter attempts to capture the flavor and rhythm of the Hebrew in his translation. His commentary, which approaches the book of Genesis as a whole unit,  enlivens the reading of this well-known first book of the Bible.

The Pentateuch 

Bailey, Lloyd R. 

Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tennessee 1981


This small, 160 page, work, is an excellent introduction tot the study of the first five books of the Bible. Bailey divided the work into four parts: “The text we must interpret”, ‘The assumptions of  the interpreter”, “levels of meaning in the text”, and “possible application of selected texts”.  Through these,  he introduces the reader to the language of biblical scholarship and its use in relation to the Pentateuch. A good first book on OT scholarship. 

The Book of Exodus 

Childs, Brevard

Westminster Press, Philadelphia, PA 1974


This is a serious academic approach to the book of Exodus. Brevard Childs is a well-respected scholar of the Old Testament.  For each section of the Exodus narrative the author first gives his own translation, followed by textual and philological notes, this is followed in turn by a literary and form-critical analysis ( it is this section of each chapter which may be beyond the scope of the non-scholar), this is then followed by sections on Old Testament and New Testament contexts, the chapter concludes with a history of exegesis and a theological reflection. While probably not a book for casual reading, it is useful for addressing each particular segment of the Exodus story as questions might arise. 

The Men and the Message of the Old Testament 

 Ellis,  Peter   C.S.S.R.

The Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota 1976


 This volume is intended for the beginning student in Old Testament studies. The author addresses each section of the Old Testament in turn. Historical background is given, as well as explanation of the various approaches which have been taken to the scripture. Example passages are quoted and interpreted. 

Prophecy in Ancient Israel 

Lindblom, J. 

Fortress Press, Philadelphia , PA  1980


This work is written for the serious student. Yet, it is useful as a reference text as well, having a complete index of scripture passages which are cited in the text, as well as a standard index. The volume is divided into five chapters:  I. Religio-historical survey: prophets outside Israel; II. Supernormal experiences and general activities of the primitive prophets in ancient Israel; III The supernormal experiences and general activities of the classical prophets; IV The prophetic literature; V The religion of the prophets.

Tradition History and the Old Testament 

Rast, Walter E.

Fortress Press, Philadelphia, PA  1972


This is a small volume, 77 pages, intended as an introduction to the historical critical method. It is an excellent resource for understanding the development of the Old Testament.

Torah and Canon

Sanders, James E. 

Fortress Press, Philadelphia, PA  1972

At a brief 121 pages, this is a highly readable little book. While scholarly in its approach, it does not scare off the casual reader with an overabundance of footnotes, cross-references and untranslated original language quotations. Rather, Professor Sanders takes the reader through from the definition of Torah to his final paragraph: “For Judaism Torah became the living Talmud; for  Christianity Torah became the living Christ . . . And Torah, in that basic sense, is the single foundation of both church and synagogue, two denominations in one Israel of God (Gal. 6:15).”  The author’s passion for his material is evident in his style of writing and carries the reader quickly through an overview of the Hebrew scriptures.

Chronological and Background Charts of the Old Testament 

Walton, John H. 

Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan  1994

  
Another in the same series as the Chronological and Background Charts of Church History.  An excellent resource for  any number of lists and comparisons related to the Old Testament.

New Testament

Literary Criticism and the New Testament

Beardsle, William A. 

Fortress Press, Philadelphia, PA 1970


Part of the same series to which Tradition History and the Old Testament belongs. Like its counterparts, it is an excellent introductory resource to the topic.

The Community of the Beloved Disciple 

Brown, Raymond E. 

Paulist Press, New York, NY  1979

While somewhat more scholarly than what makes for easy reading, this work is of interest because of Fr. Brown’s insights into what went into the birth of one of the early Christian communities. The structure of the book reflects this development as it is broken into sections dealing with ‘before the gospel’, ‘when the gospel was written’, ‘when the epistles were written’ and ‘after the epistles’. This is followed by charts and appendices.

An Introduction to New Testament Christology

Brown, Raymond E. 

Paulist Press, New York, NY  1994

 Raymond Brown was perhaps the foremost Biblical scholar of recent years. While some of his works are extremely scholarly, this appears to be one of those which he wrote for the lay person. This work is very readable, giving a well-grounded understanding of  how Jesus may have understood Himself (based on what is revealed in the Gospels), how the early Church understood Him, and how Christology is related both to the Old Testament and to our own faith.

The Sermon on the Mount

Guelich, Robert A.

Word Books, Waco, Texas  1983


 This is a decidedly scholarly approach to the material, but because of the structuring of the content, it can easily be used as a reference.  After and introduction the author walks through the Sermon on the Mount one piece at a time. Each section is given in the author’s own translation, followed by a literary analysis, notes and comments. A complete index of scripture references is provided.

Interpreting the New Testament: A Practical Guide. Rev. ed. 

Harrington, Daniel J.

Liturgical Press, Collegeville, MN 1990

A basic introduction to the standard historical-critical methods, including literary, textual, source, form, and redaction criticisms.

Chronological and Background Charts of the New Testament 

House, H. Wayne 

Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan  1997


Another in the same series as the Chronological and Background Charts of Church History.  An excellent resource for  any number of lists and comparisons related to the New Testament.

The Vision of Matthew  

Meier, John P.

Crossroad Publishing Co., New York, NY  1991


The author, a colleague of Raymond Brown,  openly admits in his introduction that this work attempts to address both scripture scholars and educated laity.  The book is subtitled “Christ, Church and Morality in the First Gospel”. He  manages quite well to do as he set out – address both his intended audiences. Although not really and introductory work, it  is readable enough for anyone who is seriously interested in understanding the gospel of  Matthew. 

Breaking the Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation 
Metzger, Bruce M.

Abingdon Press   1999


An essential volume for a basic Catholic understanding of the book of Revelation. In a highly readable format Metzger makes clear the structure and symbolism of this most often misunderstood book of the Bible. Also available in a study format including leaders and participants guides.

The Words of Jesus in our Gospels (A Catholic Response to Fundamentalism) 

Morrow, Stanley B. 

Paulist Press, New York, NY  1973


This is a wonderful little volume. The author explains the reasoning behind what is called a ‘fundamentalist’ approach to scripture and the alternative he proposes.  He applies these to the Old Testament and the gospels. He explains very briefly and clearly the tools used by biblical criticism. He then proceeds to unlock each of the gospels, revealing the theology of the author and the nature of the community which he addressed. 

What is Form Criticism?

McKnight, Edgar V. 

Fortress Press, Philadelphia, PA 1969


Part of the same series to which Tradition History and the Old Testament belongs.

Like its counterparts, it is an excellent introductory resource to the topic.

Reading the New Testament

Perkins, Pheme 

Paulist Press, New York, NY  1988


An introductory volume. Dr. Perkins examine the context and content of each of the books of the New Testament in clear language. A somewhat unique feature of this book is study questions found at the conclusion of each chapter.

Essays on the Love Commandment

Luise Schottroff, Reginal Fuller, Christoph Burchard, M. Jack Suggs

Fortress Press, Philadelphia, PA 1978


These four essays assume a certain level of  interest and previous study on the part of the reader. Nonetheless, the address the ‘love commandment’ and the Sermon on the Mount in approaches which are enlightening and which may prove useful to those who are in a position to try to teach the Sermon on the Mount to young people.

Gospel Parallels

Throckmorton, Burton H. Jr. (editor)

Thomas Nelson Publishers, New York, NY 1993


An essential volume for the study of the synoptic gospels.  The book puts the similar passages from each of the three synoptic gospels side-by-side for easy comparison and provides translation footnotes.

Structure and Theology of the Accounts of the Passion in the Synoptic Gospels

Vanhoye, Albert 

Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota 1967


A monograph on the subject.  This very short book may no longer be in print. In this work the author briefly analyzes the account of each of the synoptic gospels of the phases of the Passion narrative. 

Further Comments


It is often difficult to recommend books on Scripture. I generally use two criteria. The first is of course books that I have read and found useful. The second is to suggest  that in looking for a book you read the cover blurbs, paying special attention to the affiliations of the author. Was it written by a Jesuit? Or is the author a Baptist minister? Does the cover or introduction to the book indicate that the author has a particular agenda, if so, is that agenda one with which you feel comfortable and is in line with your faith? For instance, if the author is a member of  “The Jesus Seminar” you might want to avoid his or her work – this is a group of rather radical scholars. A recent addition to valuable sources for books is Amazon.com. Even if you are not comfortable purchasing books over the net this site is useful as it provides all the necessary information on a book (author, title , etc,) as well as a synopsis, reviews, and a list of what other books were purchased by customers who bought the volume you are interested in. This information can be useful in making a determination on the book for yourself.


Finally, make ample use of not only public libraries, but ones attached to colleges and seminaries. Often, you can easily get permission to check books out from even seminary libraries by obtaining a reference from a member of the staff or faculty, your parish priest or diocesan personnel. You may not need to have borrowing privileges, sometimes just seeing the titles on the shelf and making a list of authors is enough to help you find useful material. Don’t forget discount bookstores and school bookstores where even very expensive volumes are often discounted 50% or more because they are used – just check them carefully for damage. 

