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COURSE 4
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SYLLABUS, FALL 2007

Deb Sabo, MA  Instructor

Session One – An Introduction to Wisdom Literature and Its Canonical Placement


Reading Assignment:




NJBH p. 143-146




CSB  p. 231-232 (intro to Wisdom Books)




TWL p. 11-40


Objectives: 



· to compare and contrast the body of literature known as the Writingsin the Hebrew Canon and Wisdom in the Christian canon

· to discuss the body of writings known as wisdom literature in Near Eastern cultures

· to compare and contrast Henrew wisdom writings with those of the surrounding Near Eastern cultures

· to explore development of the concept of wisdom in Israel's history and writings

· to survey both common and distinctive theological themes in this body of Jewish writings 


Outcomes

· The student will approach wisdom literature as a dynamic, developing relationship between God and creation rthat than as a static body of writings

· The student will undetestand this section of the Christian Old Testament canon as a primary locus of the Church's deuterocanonical books

Session Two – Job


Reading Assignment:




NJBH p.154-157




CSB
p. 232-241 




TWL p. 69-96


Objectives

· to explore literary forms, including narrative and poetry, in this book

· to investigate the literary structure of drama in this story

· to exemplify the non-specific sense of history in much of wisdom liteterature

· to describe the  Jewish issue of retribution in the context of human suffering and divine mystery

· to discuss narrative's challenges to traditional images of God


Outcomes

· the student will appreciate the book's challenge to traditional expressions of faith, refusing easy resolutions to difficult theological issues in the faith community

· the student will approach the study of Job as a literary drama

Session Three – The Psalter


Reading Assignment:




NJBH p. 154-157




CSB 
p. 241-255




TWL    n/a    [if you still have it, read Brueggeman 277-291]


Objectives

· to survey historical setting and Temple emphasis in the Jewish Psalter

· to discuss theological purposes of the psalms

· to explore the various literary categories of the Psalms

· to investigate liturgical and personal piety of Israel as expressed in poetry and Temple song of the Psalms

· to explore the pslams as examples of primary prayer form in Judaeo-Christian traditions

· to investigate the early Church's Christological view of these Jewish works


Outcomes

· the student will understand the structure of ancient Hebrew poetry

· the srudent will first allow the Hebrew text to stand alone, and not as a precursor to Christ, with a message of God's relationship to creation

· the student will understand the Christian message of fulfillment in the Hebrew texts

Session Four – Proverbs


Reading Assignment:




NJBH
p. 147-150




CSB 
p. 255-264




TWL
p. 42-68


Objectives

· to investigate this book as the normative form for Israel's practical wisdom teachings

· to discuss the anthology structure of this text

· to explore dominant literary techniques, including proverbs, poetry and personification

· to prove the vision of divin order with two paths, the foolish leading to death and the wise leading to life

· to describe connections between this book and prophetic literature

· to discuss characteristics of needed training in the way of wisdom


Outcomes

· the student will appreciate wisdom's view that God is the beginning focus of study

· the student will see wisdom literature as creating certain moral choices leading to life and others to death

· the student will identify the training needed to perceive God's order in creation and the creature's relationship to the divine

Session Five – Qoheleth (Ecclesiastes)


Reading Assignment:




NJBH
p. 158-161




CSB
 p. 264- 270




TWL
p. 97-114


Objectives

· to examine the integrated literary structure of the text

· to investigate a developing wisdom, seeking a critical resolution of the human condition

· to compare and contrast the skeptical wisdom of this book with a practical wisdom in other books

· to discuss the image of God as it develops in this wisdom tradition  


Outcomes

· the student will apply the critique of traditional wisdom as probed by Qoheleth’s search for meaning in contemporary human condition

· the student will find value in challenging traditional images of God and divine justice

Session Six - 
Wisdom and Sirach (Ecclesiasticus)


Reading Assignment:




NJBH
p. 276 – 286




CSB 
p. 162-171




TWL
115-156


Objectives

· to examine the deuterocanonical nature of these works

· to compare authorship issues in these texts

· to contrast the anthology style of Sirach with the integrated style of Wisdom

· to compare and contrast the Judaic response of each book to Hellenistic influence

· to discuss transition of wisdom teaching to pluralistic cultures

· to compare and contrast theological anthropologies found in each text

· to investigate Jewish development of belief in immortality through Sirach to Wisdom


Outcomes

· the student will appreciate the conservative and progressive voices responding to the cultural challenge of Hellenism in Jewish faith

· the student will notice a developing notion of salvation history from creation to immortality in the Jewish wisdom movement

· the student will apply lessons learned from these differing responses to culture to comtemporary church issues

Session Seven – Related Literature and Issues


Reading Assignment:




NJBH p. 151-153, 178-192




CSB
p. 270-276, 207-220, 318-326




TWL
p. 157-165 [if you have it, Brueggeman p. 319-349]


Objectives


· to describe the Five Festival Scrolls

· to explore theological implications of canonical placement of Wisdom books in Hebrew writings and the Christian Old Testament

· to investigate the author's use of history through wisdom-related literature

· to explore Hebrew and Greek recension of the Esther story to explify deuterocanonical influence, expecially in the Christian wisdom section

· to investigate a general wisdom tradition which formed a part of Hebrew literature:

·  in the novelistic style of Tobit and Esther

· in the poetry of Baruch

· in the divne/human covenant love of Song of Songs


Outcomes

· the student will appreciate the role of canonical criticism in Scripture study

· the student will consider theological implications of text and placement in Hebrew and Christian Scriptures

Session Eight -  God, Wisdom and Prayer in Our Lives


Reading Assignment:




TWL
p. 165-159 [if you have it, Brueggeman p. 383-389]




Scripture  from  Scratch:





From Spirit to Holy Spirit in the Old Testament by 
Leonard Doohan


Objectives

· to investigate the wisdom method of reflection about human experience as a primary way to encounter God

· to dicuss wisdom's recurring themes of living life to the fullest

· to explore wisdom's demand to adjust behavior as life circumstances change

· to discuss the Hebrew wisdom movement as it culminated in second-temple Judaism and early Christianity

· to use Scripture  to express one's prayer and devotion

· to discover ways in which one's religious consciousness is shaped by Scripture


Outcomes

· the student will appreciate the contributions to spirituality in the wisdom literature

· the student will incorporate wisdom themes into the development of one's own Christology

· the student will recognize the developing personification of wisdom as descriptive of divine/human intimacy

