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The Day nor the Hour

 
Christian and secular bookstores alike have rows of them, Hollywood jumped in line with a movie, there is even a children’s version - the ‘Left Behind’ series. They are works of fiction that have grabbed the attention of Catholics as well as their non-Catholic Christian friends.  The core of the story - a contemporary interpretation of the book of Revelation and other apocalyptic scripture

      
Hearing the reactions to this series from Catholic and even reform Protestant friends was the inspiration for these sessions. How little most of us know about apocalyptic scripture, how our own churches understand it and how the millenialists interpret it. 

 
What does Revelation really say? Who was John? What do all the strange images mean? Is it a template for knowing when the end-time will come? What other scripture does it refer to and reflect? Just what is apocalypticism?   In a series of 3 classes we will examine some of the questions raised in confronting the last Book of the Bible.



Session One -   Vocabulary of  Apocalyptic Writing


There are many terms used  both historically and in contemporary circles when dealing with the Book of Revelation and similar writings in Scripture. We will discuss some of these terms - such as  metanoia, rapture, apocalyptic, maranatha, parousia, eschatology-  and how they have been used. What do they mean in Scripture? How does Catholic theology define them? How do other denominations understand these words? How can they mean such different things? 


Although there are many terms and multiple meanings for some of them, they all have a source. One of the essential things to remember in scriptural study is that those who wrote the books of the Bible did not do so in a vacuum. They were as influenced by their own understanding and the reality in which they lived as any of us would be. Therefore, it is critical to recognize that John of Patmos lived in the latter half of the 1st century AD under the reign of Emperor Domitian, at a time of great persecutions and within memory of the expereince of the destruction of Jerusalem and the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius. He was educated and well versed in scripture. His references to the Old Testament and even to non-canonical inter-testamental scripture are many. We should also keep in mind that the works to which he makes reference were also products of their time as well as of inspiration.

Abomination of Desolation - first used in the book of Daniel (9:27, 11:31, 12:11), a reference to Antiochus IV erecting an altar to Zeus on the altar of sacrifice in the Temple(168 B.C.), these event is specifically mentioned in 1Maccabees1:54; possibly used by Mark(13.14), Luke(21:20) and Matthew(24:15) as reference to the threat of Caligula to similarly desecrate the Temple; understood by millenialists as a reference to the rule of the Antichrist 

Allegory- the use of imagery to represent a concept, not meant to be understood literally

Antichrist - an individual who is the direct opposite of the Messiah. This figure has been interpreted to have been any number of historical figures (Nero, Caligula, Hitler). Catholic interpretation varies between perceiving this figure as a real person and as  a  symbolic figure representing real evil.. Direct reference is made in the  second letter of John, the figure is alluded to by other names in Daniel, 2 Thessalonians, and Revelation. In those churches which anticipate the Rapture, this figure is seen as one who will come to take rule on the earth  prior to the final judgment

Apocalyptic - any scripture which speaks of things that are 'hidden', the term is from the Greek, meaning out of hiding. As a noun the term is an alternate name, Apocalypse, for the book of Revelation and is  also used to refer to the final turbulent days of humanity. Apocalyptic also refers to a specific genre of narrative having certain characteristics, broadly- a revelation to a seer by an intermediary concerning end-times. This genre makes ample use of symbolism and allegory, employing specific  representative terminology

Ark - sometimes used to refer to the boat in which Noah survived the flood, in our context it refers to the specially constructed box in which the tablets of the Covenant (the 10 commandments) were kept. It is symbolic of God's presence among His people, and was sometimes also referred to as God's throne or His footstool. It was kept first in a special tabernacle, or tent which was constructed for it and later was housed in the innermost sanctuary, the Holy of Holies of the Temple in Jerusalem.  The actual Ark was lost during the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians in 587 BC. 

Armageddon - a great battle of the end-times referred to in Revelations 16:16; translates(from Hebrew) to Mount Megiddo , a fortress site famous for many great battles throughout Israelite history including one which saw the death of King Josiah, the famous reformer, in 609 BC (although Megiddo itself is a pass, not a mountain)

Book of Daniel -  a haggadic (Jewish moral narrative which may be, but is not necessarily, based in historical fact) story centered around a man named Daniel living in 6th cent. BC Persia. It was likely written (based on the language used and certain events which are described) around 165 BC. It also belongs to the category of apocalyptic literature.

Chiliasm- doctrine of Christ's expected return to earth for a 1000 year reign (millenialism, but from the Gk rather than Latin) Differs from the doctrine of millenialism in that is is not linked to an expectation of the Rapture nor the concept of dispensations. This is not a Catholic doctrine.

Dichotomy - simply, a branching into pairs. In theology this term is used to refer to the concept of paired opposites which are often seen as exclusive of each other - such as light and darkness, spirit and flesh, good and evil

Dispensationalism - a doctrine that the history of humanity is divided into various 'dispensations' or eras of salvation. Three dispensations are perceived - the first being the time before Christ(Mosaic dispensation), the second the time since his earthly life(dispensation of grace), the third will be the time after His return (millenial dispensation). This is not the whole of the doctrine, but the essentials as it applies to our topic. This is not a Catholic doctrine.

Dualism - a theology of dichotomy, often applied in heresies which denied the reality of Christ's humanity

Elijah the Prophet -  a prophet in Hebrew Scripture who lived in the 9th century BC, he was taken up to heaven on a flaming chariot at the end of his ministry. His return is anticipated in the Passover ritual and in various strains of millenialism as a precursor to the messianic age.

Eschatology - the study, or theology of, the end-times(eschaton)

Exegesis/eisegesis - exegesis is the study of scripture which inquires into the full meaning of a passage; eisegesis is its opposite partner - the study of scripture to find support for a belief or beliefs

Heavenly City - (also referred to as the Heavenly Jerusalem or the New Jerusalem) the rebuilt Jerusalem from which Christ will reign in the Millenia (understood in Catholic interpretation as an allegory for Heaven and the spiritual Kingdom of God)

Historicism -  a particularly anti-catholic interpretation of apocalyptic scripture, it sees revelations being continually fulfilled throughout history; according to this view the Beast is the Roman Catholic church and the Antichrist is the pope, also, the 5th and 6th seals are understood to refer to the rise of the Arabic empire and Islam.(Not to be confused with the anthropological theory of the same name.) Not all those who hold this view are in agreement of the fulfillment of each of the signs. Among those who hold to this view are Mormons, 7th Day Adventists, and Jehovah Witnesses.

Judgment - the judgment of all people at the end of time; in Catholic and many other Christian churches this is in conjunction with particular judgment of individuals upon their death; millenial and chiliastic thought use this term to refer to the separation of the faithful and unfaithful  at some point during the rapture/millennium event

Little Apocalypse- term used in reference to the apocalyptic discourse in Mat. 24 and its parallels in Luke and Mark

Maranatha-  used as Greek by Paul,  apparently from Aramaic meaning 'our lord has come', seems to have been a liturgical refrain and eschatological prayer;   used as a rallying cry among millenialists

Messiah - from the Hebrew, meaning 'anointed one', equivalent to the Greek Christos (Christ); anointing has been from ancient times a part of coronation rituals, in ancient Judaism the kings were anointed by the prophets (esp., Saul and David by Samuel) when they were chosen by God; the term later came to be used in reference to the awaited savior

Messianic age - the times during which the Messiah will reign; in many Christian traditions this is the current age, for others it refers to the era after the second coming of Christ

Metanoia - Greek, literally, a change of mind; the term is used, in varying degrees, to refer to repentance and conversion 

Millennium - the thousand year reign of Christ and his saints on earth after His return, believers disagree as to how this relates in sequence to the Tribulation and the Rapture

Numerology - the manipulation of numbers giving them various symbolic meanings, in some cases the application of numerical value to letters ; these are tools often used in interpretation of apocalyptic literature

Parousia - the second coming of Christ

Preterist - one who believes that the second coming occurred in 70A.D. with the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem by the Romans

prophet - in common parlance this term is understood to mean a one who foretells the future, in biblical terms it more correctly is understood as one who hears the word of God and conveys it to the people

pseudipigrapha - literally, a work written under a fictitious name; as this definition applies to many of the non-canonical scriptures the term has come to be applied broadly to Jewish and Christian scripture which was not included in the canon; this term comes into our context as many of these works fall into the genre of apoclyptic

Rapture - the sudden 'carrying off' (from an archaic use of the word) of the faithful to heaven either just before or immediately after the Millenia, based on an interpretation of  1 Thess. 4:15-17

Red Heifer -  Numbers chapter 19:2-9 describes the preparation of the Temple site with the ashes of a specially prepared red heifer. Millennialists see this as something which will occur again during the end-times and actively seek a pure red heifer for this purpose. However, this is a stretch.  Numbers is not a prophetic book. The 'red heifer' has specific  purpose relative to the laws of ritual purity. The reason the millenialists take up this image is that the Jewish scholar, Maimonides, wrote that the 10th red heifer (only 9 had previously been needed) would be sacrificed by the Messiah. 

Revelations - the name of the last book of the Bible, it is one of the primary sources used by millenialists, along with the book of Daniel and Paul's 2nd epistle to the Thessalonians

Rosh Hashanah -  Yom Kippur is the Day of Atonement.  Rosh Hashanah is the beginning of the Jewish lunar calendar year which is observed for religious, not secular, purposes. The Jewish year begins with a week of fasting and prayer and the obligation of seeking pardon of those you have offended. At the end of the week is Yom Kippur, the holiest feast besides Passover, when atonement is made and forgiveness sought for the sins of the past year. Due to the great importance of this day, and the use of trumpets in its celebration, it is looked to by millenialists as a possible time for the Rapture.

Sanctuary - holy place, anciently, the center of the Jerusalem Temple where the Ark was kept, in contemporary use, the area around the altar and/or tabernacle in a church  

Second Advent (coming) - the expected return of Christ at the end of time. Millennialists  perceive this as distinct from the Rapture. In Catholic eschatology, there is only one return of Christ, and that will be for the Last Judgment. There is theological debate as to whether all souls are judged individually at death and this will be a separate judgment, all souls are waiting for this Judgment, or this Judgment is ex temporal so that both events are occurring concurrently and continually ( a very Johannine approach).

tribulation - in millenialism, an extended period of time (31/2 years or 7 years) during which the Anti-christ will rule and the faithful will be tested

vision -  'an inner experience by which God's presence is known in a special way' (from Sadlier's Gd. 6 textbook), in some interpretations visions received by prophets/seers are understood to be literal and to be concrete experiences, in Catholic and other interpretations, this is not necessarily so

various flavors of millennialist based on when the Rapture is expected:

Pre trib/pre millenial

Pre tri/post mill

post trib/pre mill

post trib/post mill

each of these can also be flipped- the millennium reign of Christ will come before the tribulation


This is by no means an exhaustive list of the terminology which is used in discussion of apocalyptic scripture.  It should be sufficient to get started and to serve as a point of reference for the symantics of related discussion.

Websites worth visiting:

   
http://clawww.lmu.edu/~fjust/Bible/Apoc_Def.htm  a Jesuit explanation of the Catholic perspective on apocalypticism, mostly definitions


http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/apocalypse/etc/glossary.html a 
 secular glossary of apocalyptic terminology


 http://www.raptureready.com/rap27.html  a dispensationalist website 

Discusssion Questions

1. Have you ever read the Book of Revelations or Daniel? If so, did it make sense to you? If not, why?

2. What is your understanding of the Catholic church's teaching on eschatology?

3. How does the concept of the Rapture fit into your understanding of eschatology?

4. Would you consider yourself a millennialist?

5. Do you have friends who fit the category of millennialist, historicist or preterist? How would you respond to them from a Catholic perspective?




Session Two - Imagery and Symbolism


One of the most difficult aspects of  reading the Book of Revelations is the confusing imagery. Much of this is ancient traditional symbolism. Where did John get them and what do they mean? 


John of Patmos would appear to have been very well-versed in the apocalyptic literature of the Judaic tradition at his time. His work evidences intimate knowledge of Daniel, Ezekiel, Zechariah and other of the scriptural prophets as well as familiarity with non-canonical material. It is from this rich tradition of apocalyptic narrative that John drew much of his imagery. Some of it was also contemporary popular symbolism for political entities, much like our elephant and donkey for the political parties, or various icons of the sports world. An excellent and readable volume for those who wish to read more is Bruce Metzger's Breaking the Code . 


We must keep in mind in reading apocalyptic symbolism that it is just that - symbolic. Its use of imagery is poetic, reflective of  the Song of Solomon, or even Carl Sandburg's Chicago or Fog. The imagery is meant to evoke, not to be understood with what Bruce Metzger calls "wooden literalism"(p.11).

 Ezekiel 38-39

  These  two chapters are often considered to be a later interpolation, to stand apart from the remainder of the book of Ezekiel. In his commentary in the NJBC , Lawrence Boadt writes of this segment that “its picture of a great cosmic battle draws more on the older myths of a war for order in creation fought by the divine warrior than on later hopes for a messianic age.”


Gog and Magog – while these may heve referred to specific kings or lands, they are likewise symbolic of Israel's  historical enemies from the north: Assyria, Babylon, Persia, the Alexandrian empire. 


Earthquake – a traditional symbol of the presence and might of  God


7 years, 7 months – again, a fullness of time, 7 representing totality and completion

symbolism from Daniel: 

First Dream (ch. 7)

4 great beasts



-  lion with eagles wings, looses wings, stands on 2 feet

· bear, 3 ribs in mouth

· leopard, 4 wings, 4 heads

· strong with iron teeth, ten horns, 11th little horn with eyes and mouth supplants 3 other horns, claws of bronze

 These beasts are generally understood to represent the 4 great empires of the mesopotamia: Babylon, Medea, Persia and Greece. This last, after Alexander, fractures. The 'little horn' is interpreted as representing Antiochus IV Epiphanes. The three horns it supplants are 3 kings whomm he vanquished in battle. 

 fiery throne with flaming wheels- similarities to Ez.1 

   This image, reflected also in other apocalyptic literature, is an imaginative attempt to express a vision of God's glory. Is is not meant to be understood literally.

Second Dream(ch. 8)

ram with 2 different sized horns – the kingdoms of Medea and Persia

one horned goat(horn breaks and 4 grow) – the Greek empire, the solitary horn is Alexander the Great 

abomination of desolation – as above, the replacing of the altar of sacrifice in the Temple with an image and altar to Zeus (this is more apparent in the Hebrew, which evidences a play on words)

2300 evenings and mornings til restoration of sanctuary – identical with the 1150 days or 3 ½  years in other passages, interpreted by some as signifying simply 'a time of evil' as it is one half of seven 

Third Dream – (ch. 9)

70 years – a reference to  Jeremiah 25.11-12, 29.10 which predicts that the Babylonian exile will end after 70 years, although the exile did end after about 50 years (roughly 70 years after Jeremiah began preaching), Israel never was restored to its former glory and so many Jews felt that the prophecy had not been fulfilled, hence the elaboration which follows

70 weeks of years – considering the signifcance of 7, this quite possibly means simply in the complete fullness of time 7x7x10. Many attempts have been made, counting the weeks as years, to analyze this historically. This is difficult from the onset as the passage's own list of rulers is innaccurate. However they are counted, the generalconcensus is that they culminate in the reign of Antiochus IV Epiphanes and his anticipated demise.

· 7 weeks (49 years) restoration of Jerusalem to coming of an anointed one

this is often interpreted as the period of Exile, the anointed one being either Cyrus (who was so named in Is.  ) or the first High Priest of the restored Temple

· 62 weeks (434 years)  rebuilding in troubled times

consequent to the previous, this would approximate the time from the rebuilding of the Temple to the reign of Antiochus IV Epiphanes

· after 62 weeks  sanctuary destroyed, an anointed one cut off

commonly understood to refer to the high priest Onias III who was murdered during the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes

· one week (7 years) wicked covenant, cessation of sacrifice for ½ week (3 ½ years), abomination

again, following the above, would refer to the 3+ years of the desecration of the Temple

Fourth Dream (ch. 10-12)

a man wearing linen and gold, body like beryl, etc. - this being, probably Gabriel, then outlines the history of mesopotamia from the rise of Macedonia to the fall of Antiochus IV Epiphanes, but without naming names

Ch 11.40 to end does not fit the pattern, it was not fulfilled – this give cause to the millenialists to reinterpret all of Daniel to fit a theoretical future of the mideast prior to the eschaton 

11:45 predicts death of Antiochus IV Epiphanes at the end of a series of battles, although the details are inaccurate

Eschatology (ch.12)

Michael the archangel -  as in the previous section, angels or heavenly princes are representative of nations, Michael is the champion of Israel; in the genre of apocalyptic the struggles of earthly nations reflect battles among their heavenly champions

12:1-4  in typical escahtological apocalyptic form, the author imagines the ultimate triumph of the righteous; we find here one of the earliest written evidences of , Jewish belief in resurrection

12:4 “seal the book, until the time of the end” - The beauty of pseudonymous scripture is seen here. As the prophecies are credited to a Daniel who lived some 400 years before the events written of , the prophecies can be spoken of in this way. The 'end' refers to the time in which they are being revealed

12:5-13 These verses are thought to be later glosses.  Although they refer to the time of Antiochus IV Epiphanes they are struggled over by those who read them as a literal prophecy of when the end of the world will come (31/2 years(which would be 1150 days), 1290 days, 1335 days). These are often read as years or even generations. Mainstream scholars consider these glosses were added when the persecutions continued even after the removal of the 'abomination'.

 
In the book of Daniel most of these images are given their interpretation in later verses by a divine emissary (Gabriel). Dragons and beasts of the sea were typical mesopotamian mythological enemies to the ruling god , an image of chaos. The imagery and symbolism in apocalyptic scripture can be read with multiple levels of significance- the immediate historical context, the mythological allegory of the heavenly battle, and the openness of the vision to later application especially in its general message of  the ultimate triumph of God's will and the heavenly forces. This concept is related by John J. Collins : “the apocalypses are not conveying a 'literal' or univocal truth that can be expressed precisely in one exclusive way. Rather, they share the poetic nature of myth and allude symbolically to a fullness of meaning that can never be reduced to literalness.”
 

Revelations and general elements

Abaddon/Apollyon – king of demonic locusts, that their swarming is to last 5 months fits with a typical life-cycle of some locust species, the description of the lucusts reminds one of some Greco-roman creatures such as harpies

Babylon – the city and empire of Rome, referred to as Babylon as convenient image – as was Babylon to ancient Judaism, so was Rome to the Christians (and Jews) of the first century AD. Some literalists insist on equating this with the Roman Catholic church.

Beast with 7 heads – Rome, with its policy of emperor worship

Beast with 2 horns – paganism, idolatry

Black horse – the scales and the phrase uttered by the rider indicate inflation and famine

Crown of Life - the term that is used alludes to the wreath of victory

Door - often symbol of opportunity

Dragon with 7 heads - Satan

Eyes – watchfulness

Fractions – symbolize Divine mercy, in that only a part, not the whole of something is destroyed

Gog and Magog – taken from Ezekiel 38-39, it is unclear to whom these words directly referred, but it is clear that the general reference is to the traditional enemy empires of  Mesopotamia such as Assyria and Babylonia. Allegorically, they refer to any and all nations which are opposed to God. Millenialists read this as a reference to either China or Russia.

Inhabitants of the earth - enemies of the church

Jasper and carnelian - one clear , one radiant red stone, used in describing the 
glory of God

Lamb of God – clearly a reference to Christ, this image derives from Gospel usage and originates in the lamb offered in the Passover ritual, whose blood saved the Israelites from death

Mark of the Beast – possibly, Roman coinage, which had the image of the emperor's head and his titles; no other coinage was to be used for trade in the Empire (see 666)

Morning Star - a symbolic reference to Christ, one of the titles applied to him

Rainbow - divine mercy

Seven - a number which represents wholeness, completion, perfection. This symbolic number is known from ancient times, possibly as early as the 23rd century BC. While it is prevalent in the Hebrew Scripture, it is by no means exclusive to them. A lengthy article on this number can be found in the IDB. One further note, the importance given tot he numbers 3, 4 and 12 seems to be related to their relation to the number 7.

Seven Angels – a reference to the apocryphal book of Tobit and the book of Enoch. These seven would be named as Michael, Raphael, Gabriel, Uriel, Raguel, Sariel, and Remiel. Angelology was popular in the intertestamental period and is a strong element in both Jewish and Christian traditions.

Seven Spirits - in the opening passages of Revelations, may be a reference to the Holy Spirit, based on the 7 aspects or gifts of the Spirit (BM p. 23)

Seven Lamp stands - the seven cities to which Revelation is addressed

Seven thunders – perhaps, like Paul's 3rd heaven(2 Cor 12.4), a reimnder that there are some things the human mind cannot comprehend

Temple – the people of God

Twelve Tribes – the Christian church which is the new Israel, that their sum is 144,000 is not literal but a symbol of completeness


Two Witnesses -  uncertain, possibly Joshue and Zerubbabel (Zech 4:1-14) or Moses (Ex. 7.17,19) and Elijah (2 Kings 1-10)
; other conjectures are also possible, including that they are merely symbolic of true testimony

Woman clothed with the sun – this image incorporates several concepts in one – Israel, the Virgin Mary, the Christian community

White garments -  symbolic of purity, triumph

White horse (ch 6)-  Raymond Brown interprets this as a symbol of Parthian invasion, white was a sacred color for the Parthians and the bow was their characteristic weapon 

White Stone - represents membership in a group


3 ½ years – the duration of the defilement of the Temple by Antiochus IV Epiphanes

4 Living Beings - cherubim/seraphim, imagery drawn from Isaiah and  Ezekiel

666 – this imfamous number may well represent the Emperor Nero as has been shown using Hebrew numerology and the Hebrew spelling of his name; it is also a number representing the total opposite of perfection (one less than 7 repeated 3 times for emphasis). Literalists insist that this will be a mark on the flesh of individuals, in such contemporary interpretation it is understood to mean implanted id chips.

24 Elders - possibly the 12 patriarchs and the 12 apostles

Session Three – Interpretation


We are told by Christ in the Gospels that no one knows either the day or the hour when the end shall come, not even the Son of Man (Mat. 24:36). So why all the prophecies drawn from the Book of Revelation? How are they arrived at and how do we, as Catholics, respond to them?


The book of Revelation was written late in the first century A.D. As a message of hope and solace to Christian communities undergoing persecutions and a variety of other difficulties whch faced the nascent Christian church. It seems unlikely that John of Patmos himself fully understood every dimension of what he 'saw'. What is clear is that he understood and relayed to his audience the essential message of hope in the face of evil, the ultimate victory of God and the faithful, and, in a more historical sense, that the evils of the Roman empire would  come to an end. 


The complex symbolic imagery of the book became a source of debate and radical interpretation within two centuries of it having been written. Even the early church fathers were not in agreement as to how the book should be interpreted.  Some held to the larger picture of a general message of hope for the faithful while others proposed various specific interpretations which sought to apply the images and numbers in Revelation to contemporary historical people and events in the expectation of predicting the end time. This variation of interpretation continued throughout the history of Christianity. Although the Roman Catholice church taught a 'big picture' message, the expectation of an immanent parousia peeked periodically – especially during outbreaks of plague, when comets would appear,  and in the generation preceding the turn of the first millenium.


With the rise of literalism in American christianity such predictive interpretations have become increasingly popular.  This phenomenon can be traced to the revivalism of the mid-19th century, not only in what has come to be known as the 'Bible Belt', but even more directly from a series of preachers who ministered in an area of northern New York which consequently was referred to as the 'burned over district'. It was the starting ground for the 7th Day Adventists, the Mormons, Christian Scientists and other literalist and evangelical churches. An underlying fervor in these 19th century revivals was based in a reinterpretation of Revelation to apply to the contemporary scene. This was a religious and spiritual reaction to the secularist intellectualism which pervaded the 'age of enlightenment'. While much of what was originally preached concerning eschatology has since been altered or discarded by these churches, the basic conviction remains. That is, the fervent belief in the predictable arrival of the end, with its elements of rapture, tribulation and millenium, as well as other related elements such as the antichrist.


If such elements are not clear in the book of Revelation, how do these churches arrive at their convictions? The path is not simple or direct. The preachers who began the  movement came from backgrounds steeped in the values of the Puritans – a solemn lifetsyle in which alcohol, music and colorful clothing were forbidden, and an image of a stern and judging God. An extreme example of this is the ministry(1832-1844) of William Miller.  His ministry was unique in two factors. He was successful in the use of  the mass media of the time – printed leaflets, to promote his message.  He was also a pioneer in millenial interpretation, or more specifically, premillenialism. Unlike previous doomsayers, he saw the entire book of Revelation as a prophecy yet to be fulfilled. He also regarded the similarity of style between it and the book of Daniel as cause to unite the two into one prophecy.    Through a complicated system which he devised he preached that Christ's return (the Advent) would  come in 1843. This event would  initiate the thousand year reign of Christ on Earth – the millenium, at the end of which there would be the Final Judgment.  When nothing happened, the deadline was extended by a year under the rational that a year had been lost in the conversion from BC to AD. When there was no 'Advent' his followers experienced what came to be called the 'Great Disappointment”. This saw the end of millerites, but not the end of the adventist movement. Miller's followers would eventually found the organisation of the 7th Day Adventists.


Roughly concurrent with Miller was the ministry of the founder of premillenial dispensationalism, John Nelson Darby. Darby's interpretation of Revelation began where Miller's left off. The lesson against setting dates had been learned, but there was still a strong desire to discern the elements which would signify the coming of the eschaton.  Darby, possibly following a lead from the 13th century Joachim of Fiores, developed a' theology of  'dispensations', various ages of salvation history in which the way in God related to humanity was different. Like Miller, he melded prophecy from both Daniel and Revelation. He added to this his own literal intepretation of 1 Thess. 4:16-17 (“For the Lord himslef will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the archangel's call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first; then we who are alive, who are left, shall be  caught up together with them in the clouds to meet th eLord in the air; and so we shall always be with the Lord.”) to mean that the faithful would rise bodily to heaven, the 'rapture' (the term is derived from the Latin of this verse). Another addition was the 'tribulation', a period  of time in which the faithful would be persecuted by the Antichrist. Yet another aspect of dispensationalism is the understanding of the Davidic covenant. From it is anticipated the restoration of the nation of Israel prior to the tribulation. This is necessary so that the earthly messianic kingdom can be established with its seat in Jerusalem. Finally, an underlying belief within dispensationalism is that God's desire is not the salvation of humanity, but the increase of His glory.


This eschatological view becam immensely popular. It allowed for the expectation of salvation in concrete terms, with visible signs, but without the need for determining a date. It allowed for the expectation of an immanent parousia that did not preclude  living a just life and providing for the future. It produced such works as the Scofield Reference Bible. This view has been adapted, with some modifications, by an increasing number of churches including Baptist, Brethren, and numerous new communities including those of Christian Zionists such as Hal Lindsey and Jerry Falwell.


The Roman Catholic church, however, as well as the majority of reformation Protestant churches, does not accept this eschatology
. These churches teach that the book of Daniel was an apocalyptic book written in the 2nd century BC to give solace to the Jewish people at a time of immense persecution which included the desecration of the Temple. While its message of hope is universal and eternal, it spoke originally to a specific situation. These churches hold a similar interpretation of the book of Revelation. It was written in and for a specific period of time with a message to a particular audience. Yet, its overriding message of assurance that faith will be granted an eternal reward, that wickedness iwl come to an end, that the evil shall be punished is seen as applicable to all peoples throughout history. These churches do not expect and earthly kingdom of God, but rather understand what is called a 'realized eschatology'. The kingdom of God is spiritual and is present among us. Christ is present in each of us, through the grace of the Holy Spiirt.  At some unpredictable point in the future, the world will end. Time is considered irrelevant, as we cannot expect to understand how God perceives time. It is incumbent upon the faithful to live in the image of Christ and to be light and servant to others.


How , then, do we as Catholics respond to millenialism? We must educate ourselves in our own church's teachings concerning the second coming, the final judgement, and other related issues. This includes a recognition that we cannot fully understand God, and that we must try to comprehend a non-linear view of time. We must learn to be firm in our own convictions and tolerant of those of others. It is not for us to judge, and so long as others live a just life, there is no reason we cannot work alongside them in our pursuit of bing the image of Christ for others regardless of the particulars of their faith.






Appendix 1

The Seven Churches of Revelation

Ephesus -  population of a quarter million, had one of 7 wonders - the great temple of Diana, Paul had warned it against false preachers and of persecution ( the presence of the temple of Diana meant an active trade in silver statues, as her worship was depleted by conversion, the silversmiths feared a loss of revenue)

Smyrna - ancient commercial center, original temple of goddess Roma, had a temple to Emperor Tiberius, the martyr Polycarp was bishop there

Pergamum - capital of province of Asia, large temple to Zeus with continual animal sacrifices being burned, heresy of Nicolaitans

Thyatira - commercial center with many trade guilds

Sardis - industrial center, had been home of King Croesus, had been destroyed by earthquake in 17 AD, references to vigilance are appropriate in the letter addressed to it as it had twice been defeated due to its own negligence

Philadelphia - demolished by same earthquake as Sardis in 17 AD, rebuilt with imperial subsidy; had a synagogue strongly hostile to Christians

Laodicea- rich commercial center, struck by earthquake in 61 AD, famous for black wool; the letter to this church accuses them of being tepid in their faith because of their wealth

Each of these churches can also be seen to represent various dangers to faith: loss of love, fear of suffering, doctrinal compromise, moral compromise, spiritual death, inconstancy, tepidness. (Metzger, p. 46)






Appendix 2

Timeline of Events significant to our study

(dates are approximate)

1000 BC  
Golden Age of Israel (age of kings),  Solomon builds Temple



at the death of Solomon there is internal strife resulting in two 

kingdoms

940 BC        Elijah

750 BC
Amos and Hosea 

742-687       Isaiah prophet to Judah (Is ch. 1-39)

721 BC
northern kingdom (Israel), with its capital in Samaria, is 


conquered by Assyria under Sennacharib

627-580 BC
Jeremiah prophet to Judah

593-563 BC Ezekiel, prophet during Exile

587 BC        southern kingdom (Judah) conquered by Babylon under 


Nebachudnezzar

539 BC    
Israelites released from Exile by Cyrus of Persia

520 BC
Haggai and Zechariah 

515 BC  
Second Temple built

400 BC   
canon of Torah accepted

320 BC
conquests of Alexander the Great, beginning of Hellenization 

of Judaism, after Alexander's death, his empire was divided by 

the Ptolemies  in the west (esp. Egypt) and Seleucids in the east

164 BC
Seleucid king Antiochus IV Epiphanes profanes the Temple by 



establishing an altar to Zeus, beginning of Maccabbean revolt

75 BC
Romans conquer Palestine, Herod the Great reconstructs the 

Temple

30 AD 
Crucifixion of Christ

40-65 AD
epistles written

64 AD
Great Fire of Rome under Nero, martrydom of Peter and Paul,



approximate time of writing of Mark's gospel

70 AD 
Romans destroy Temple, sack Jerusalem, begin persecution of 

Jews

70-80 AD 
approximate dating of Matthew's and Luke's gospels, Acts

79 AD
eruption of  Mt. Vesuvius and destruction of Pompeii

81-96 AD
reign of Domitian, major persecutions of Christians (and Jews)



probable time of writing of John's gospel and Revelations

93-96 AD
John exiled in Patmos

101 AD  
Jewish Council of Jamnia

324 AD
Constantine establishes Christianity as the official religion of his 

empire 

325 AD
1st Nicene Council

367

first establishment of current canon of Scripture in paschal letter 

of  St. Athanasius

1000 AD
first emergence of Christian millenialism in generation just prior 

to this year

1517 AD
Luther posts 95 theses, beginning of age of Reform

1840-1860
rise of Dispensationalism, evangelical churches and therein the 



rebirth of millenialism

Appendix 3

excerpts from the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

concerning the second coming of Christ and the book of Revelation


675 Before Christ's second coming the Church must pass through a final trial that will shake the faith of many believers. The persecution that accompanies her pilgrimage on earth will unveil the "mystery of iniquity" in the form of a religious deception offering men an apparent solution to their problems at the price of apostasy from the truth. The supreme religious deception is that of the Antichrist, a pseudo-messianism by which man glorifies himself in place of God and of his Messiah come in the flesh.


1021 Death puts an end to human life as the time open to either accepting or rejecting the divine grace manifested in Christ. The New Testament speaks of judgment primarily in its aspect of the final encounter with Christ in his second coming, but also repeatedly affirms that each will be rewarded immediately after death in accordance with his works and faith. The parable of the poor man Lazarus and the words of Christ on the cross to the good thief, as well as other New Testament texts speak of a final destiny of the soul -- a destiny which can be different for some and for others.
 


2642 The Revelation of "what must soon take place," the Apocalypse, is borne along by the songs of the heavenly liturgy but also by the intercession of the "witnesses" (martyrs). The prophets and the saints, all those who were slain on earth for their witness to Jesus, the vast throng of those who, having come through the great tribulation, have gone before us into the Kingdom, all sing the praise and glory of him who sits on the throne, and of the Lamb. In communion with them, the Church on earth also sings these songs with faith in the midst of trial. By means of petition and intercession, faith hopes against all hope and gives thanks to the "Father of lights," from whom "every perfect gift" comes down. Thus faith is pure praise.
  


1137 The book of Revelation of St. John, read in the Church's liturgy, first reveals to us, "A throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne": "the Lord God." It then shows the Lamb, "standing, as though it had been slain": Christ crucified and risen, the one high priest of the true sanctuary, the same one "who offers and is offered, who gives and is given." Finally it presents "the river of the water of life . . . flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb," one of most beautiful symbols of the Holy Spirit.
 


1040 The Last Judgment will come when Christ returns in glory. Only the Father knows the day and the hour; only he determines the moment of its coming. Then through his Son Jesus Christ he will pronounce the final word on all history. We shall know the ultimate meaning of the whole work of creation and of the entire economy of salvation and understand the marvelous ways by which his Providence led everything towards its final end. The Last Judgment will reveal that God's justice triumphs over all the injustices committed by his creatures and that God's love is stronger than death.
 


681 On Judgment Day at the end of the world, Christ will come in glory to achieve the definitive triumph of good over evil which, like the wheat and the tares, have grown up together in the course of history.
 


1041 The message of the Last Judgment calls men to conversion while God is still giving them "the acceptable time, . . . the day of salvation." It inspires a holy fear of God and commits them to the justice of the Kingdom of God. It proclaims the "blessed hope" of the Lord's return, when he will come "to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at in all who have believed."
 


1038 The resurrection of all the dead, "of both the just and the unjust," will precede the Last Judgment. This will be "the hour when all who are in the tombs will hear [the Son of man's] voice and come forth, those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of judgment." Then Christ will come "in his glory, and all the angels with him. . . . Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left. . . . And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."


 


1038 The resurrection of all the dead, "of both the just and the unjust," will precede the Last Judgment. This will be "the hour when all who are in the tombs will hear [the Son of man's] voice and come forth, those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of judgment." Then Christ will come "in his glory, and all the angels with him. . . . Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left. . . . And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."


678 Following in the steps of the prophets and John the Baptist, Jesus announced the judgment of the Last Day in his preaching. Then will the conduct of each one and the secrets of hearts be brought to light. Then will the culpable unbelief that counted the offer of God's grace as nothing be condemned. Our attitude to our neighbor will disclose acceptance or refusal of grace and divine love. On the Last Day Jesus will say: "Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me."
 


1042 At the end of time, the Kingdom of God will come in its fullness. After the universal judgment, the righteous will reign for ever with Christ, glorified in body and soul. The universe itself will be renewed: 

The Church . . . will receive her perfection only in the glory of heaven, when will come the time of the renewal of all things. At that time, together with the human race, the universe itself, which is so closely related to man and which attains its destiny through him, will be perfectly re-established in Christ.



1022 Each man receives his eternal retribution in his immortal soul at the very moment of his death, in a particular judgment that refers his life to Christ: either entrance into the blessedness of heaven-through a purification or immediately, -- or immediate and everlasting damnation. 

At the evening of life, we shall be judged on our love.



1051 Every man receives his eternal recompense in his immortal soul from the moment of his death in a particular judgment by Christ, the judge of the living and the dead.
 
 


1039 In the presence of Christ, who is Truth itself, the truth of each man's relationship with God will be laid bare. The Last Judgment will reveal even to its furthest consequences the good each person has done or failed to do during his earthly life: 

All that the wicked do is recorded, and they do not know. When "our God comes, he does not keep silence.". . . he will turn towards those at his left hand: . . . "I placed my poor little ones on earth for you. I as their head was seated in heaven at the right hand of my Father - but on earth my members were suffering, my members on earth were in need. If you gave anything to my members, what you gave would reach their Head. Would that you had known that my little ones were in need when I placed them on earth for you and appointed them your stewards to bring your good works into my treasury. But you have placed nothing in their hands; therefore you have found nothing in my presence."



676 The Antichrist's deception already begins to take shape in the world every time the claim is made to realize within history that messianic hope which can only be realized beyond history through the eschatological judgment. The Church has rejected even modified forms of this falsification of the kingdom to come under the name of millenarianism, especially the "intrinsically perverse" political form of a secular messianism.
 


2853 Victory over the "prince of this world" was won once for all at the Hour when Jesus freely gave himself up to death to give us his life. This is the judgment of this world, and the prince of this world is "cast out." "He pursued the woman" but had no hold on her: the new Eve, "full of grace" of the Holy Spirit, is preserved from sin and the corruption of death (the Immaculate Conception and the Assumption of the Most Holy Mother of God, Mary, ever virgin). "Then the dragon was angry with the woman, and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring." Therefore the Spirit and the Church pray: "Come, Lord Jesus," since his coming will deliver us from the Evil One.
 


1031 The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final purification of the elect, which is entirely different from the punishment of the damned. The Church formulated her doctrine of faith on Purgatory especially at the Councils of Florence and Trent. The tradition of the Church, by reference to certain texts of Scripture, speaks of a cleansing fire: 

As for certain lesser faults, we must believe that, before the Final Judgment, there is a purifying fire. He who is truth says that whoever utters blasphemy against the Holy Spirit will be pardoned neither in this age nor in the age to come. From this sentence we understand that certain offenses can be forgiven in this age, but certain others in the age to come.



677 The Church will enter the glory of the kingdom only through this final Passover, when she will follow her Lord in his death and Resurrection. The kingdom will be fulfilled, then, not by a historic triumph of the Church through a progressive ascendancy, but only by God's victory over the final unleashing of evil, which will cause his Bride to come down from heaven. God's triumph over the revolt of evil will take the form of the Last Judgment after the final cosmic upheaval of this passing world.
 


1023 Those who die in God's grace and friendship and are perfectly purified live for ever with Christ. They are like God for ever, for they "see him as he is," face to face: 

By virtue of our apostolic authority, we define the following: According to the general disposition of God, the souls of all the saints . . . and other faithful who died after receiving Christ's holy Baptism (provided they were not in need of purification when they died, . . . or, if they then did need or will need some purification, when they have been purified after death, . . .) already before they take up their bodies again and before the general judgment - and this since the Ascension of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ into heaven - have been, are and will be in heaven, in the heavenly Kingdom and celestial paradise with Christ, joined to the company of the holy angels. Since the Passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, these souls have seen and do see the divine essence with an intuitive vision, and even face to face, without the mediation of any creature.

These excerpts were derived by use of the search engine of the online version of the CCC at http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc.htm.
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Dispensationalist Chart
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***********************************************************************************

Apocalypse: Definitions and Related Terms

by Prof. Felix Just, S.J. - Loyola Marymount University

http://clawww.lmu.edu/~fjust/Bible/Apoc_Def.htm

Preliminary Description of "Apocalypse":

    * In popular terminology today, an "apocalypse" is a catastrophic event (e.g., nuclear holocaust).

    * In biblical terminology, an "apocalypse" is not an event, but a "revelation" that is recorded in written form:

          o it is a piece of crisis literature that “reveals” truths about the past, present, and/or future in highly symbolic terms;

          o the revelation often comes in dreams or visions, and usually needs to be interpreted with the help of an angel;

          o it is usually intended to provide hope and encouragement for people in the midst of severe trials and tribulations.

    *   Caution 1: "The Apocalypse" is an alternate name (used especially by Protestants) for "The Book of Revelation" in the NT.

    * Caution 2: "The Little Apocalypse" or "The Apocalyptic Discourse" are names sometimes given to Mark 13 (and the parallel passages in Matt 24 and Luke 21), containing the teachings of Jesus about the future of Jerusalem and the end of the world.

Scholarly Definition of "Apocalypse"(from the SBL's "Apocalypse Group"; published in J. J. Collins, Semeia 14 [1979] 9):

" ‘Apocalypse’ is a genre of revelatory literature with a narrative framework,

in which a revelation is mediated  by an otherworldly being  to a human recipient,

disclosing a transcendent reality with is

            both temporal, insofar as it envisages eschatological salvation,

            and spatial insofar as it involves another, supernatural world." Addition to the Definition, incorporating the purpose of the genre, from the suggestions of Hellholm (1982) & Aune (1986):

"…intended to interpret the present, earthly circumstances in light of the supernatural world and of the future,

and to influence both the understanding and the behavior of the audience by means of divine authority." Subdivisions or Types of Apocalypses:

    * Apocalypses can be classified according to features in their CONTENT:

          o Some apocalypses contain "Otherworldly Journeys" (e.g., the seer is purportedly taken on a tour of heaven)

          o Others do not contain "Otherworldly Journeys" (e.g., while seeing heavenly things, the seer stays on earth)

    * Apocalypses can also be classified according to their primary REFERENTS:

          o Some apocalypses deal with Personal Eschatology  (the death and after-life of individuals)

          o Others focus more on Ethnic or National Eschatology  (the end of a nation or empire)

          o Many others contain Cosmic Eschatology  (the ultimate end of the whole world)

Related Terminology:

    * Apocalyptic (adj.) - originally referred to anything “revelatory”; now usually refers to catastrophic violence or disasters.

    * Apocalypticism - a world view with strong apocalyptic expectations;  social movements that expect the end of the world.

    * Eschatology / Eschatological - any teaching about the “end” times and/or the future world beyond the end of normal time.

    * Prophecy / Prophetic - not really “foretelling the future,” as if the prophet were “looking into a crystal ball”;  rather, a prophet “speaks and acts on behalf of God,” conveying God's message to the people; the words could be about past, present or future truths; the actions could be “symbolic” or “miraculous”

    * Revelation - an “uncovering” of something which has always been true, but previously hidden or unknown to humans.

    * Day of the Lord / Judgment Day - a cosmic event expected in the future, but the specific expectations vary.

    * Parousia - the “coming” or “arrival” of any important figure, esp. of Jesus at the end of time, in early Christian expectations.

    * Rapture - a fairly new term for the expectation that faithful Christians will be taken off the earth to live with Jesus, while all other people are not; based on an overly literal misinterpretation of 1Thess 4:15-17.

    * Tribulation - in fundamentalist expectations, a 7-year period of great suffering and turmoil before the Second Coming of Christ; but exactly when the rapture is to occur in relation to the tribulation is disputed among such believers:

          o Pre-Tribulation Rapture - non-believers have to endure the 7-year tribulation, but believers are raptured first;

          o Mid-Tribulation Rapture - believers must endure 3½ years of tribulation before they are raptured;

          o Post-Tribulation Rapture - believers must endure the entire 7-year tribulation before they are raptured.

    * Dispensationalism - the belief that world history is divided into a certain number of eras or "dispensations," which usually also implies the belief that one is living in the last (or next-to-last) dispensation before the end of the world and/or the beginning of God's Kingdom.

    * Armageddon / Harmagedon - the place (Megiddo) where the final battle is to occur, according to Rev 16:16.

    * Millennium - any one-thousand year period;  or more specifically, the thousand year period of peace described in Rev 20:1-6.

          o Millennialist / -ism - religious groups that expect Rev 20 to occur literally, and often try to calculate exact times.

    * Millenarian / -ianism - religious or secular groups that look forward to or prepare for the end of the world

          o Premillennialism / Premillenariaism - belief that the 1000-year reign of peace will come only after the great tribulation and the return of Jesus, so one must be prepared to endure the worst; also called "Catastrophic Millennialism."

          o Postmillennialism / Postmillenariaism - belief that the 1000-year reign of peace must be established on earth by human beings and societies, and that Jesus will return only at the end of that time; also called "Progressive Millennialism."

Cautions:

    * Not every Apocalypse is purely eschatological  (they may also interpret past or present events, not only the future).

    * Not all Eschatology is apocalyptic  (some look forward to a future that is peaceful, not violent).

    * "Millennium" has two N's (from Latin mille = 1000 and annus = year), while "Millenarian" has only one (simply mille plus a nominal ending)

    * "Millenium" (with one N) does not really exist in English, but is a very common misspelling (if it did exist, it would mean  "1000" & "anus"!)

Electronic New Testament Educational Resources

*************************************************************************************

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/apocalypse/etc/glossary.html

Antichrist The figure who acts as Satan's lead agent on earth during the end times. Most Christian scenarios predict the Antichrist -- a sort of evil twin of Jesus in many ways -- will forge a one-world government through promises of peace. When Jesus returns, he will expose the Antichrist as an impostor, defeat him in the battle of Armageddon, and reign with the Christian martyrs for a thousand years on earth.

Apocalyptic Referring to the belief that the end of the world as we know it is approaching, usually through a sudden, cataclysmic transformation. Comes from the Greek word apokalypsis meaning "the lifting of a veil," or a revelation. Also the name given to a specific genre of prophetic literature, of which the book of Revelation is best known. Western apocalyptic traditions tend to be dualistic, in that they view this end as the final outcome of an ongoing battle between good and evil forces, usually represented by God and Satan.

Armageddon The geographic location given in the book of Revelation (16:16) for the climactic battle between Christ and Antichrist, with Christ's victory ushering in his thousand-year reign on earth. Named after the hill near the town of Megiddo in Palestine, which due to its strategic location overlooking major military and trade routes was the site of many ancient battles.

Chiliasm The belief that the righteous will enjoy their rewards here on earth. In Christianity, this has meant belief in the millennium, Christ's thousand-year reign on earth. From the Greek chilioi meaning "thousand."

Daniel The book of Daniel, the most famous of the Jewish apocalypses, and the source of many of the ideas and symbols in Revelation. Likely written in the 2nd century B.C. as a response to the desecration of the Temple by Antiochus IV of Syria, although the author is cast back to the time of the Exile and "predicts" events back to the present. In Daniel, one sees many of the elements of the apocalyptic world view coming together for the first time in a single work. In it, God's chosen rise up and overthrow their oppressors, thus inheriting "the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven."

Dispensationalism A theological system which breaks history down into discrete epochs, called dispensations, in each of which God has offered humans a different means of salvation. First developed in the mid-19th century by English theologian John Nelson Darby, dispensationalism found its most popular expression in the "Scofield Reference Bible" of the early 20th century. See premillennialism, below.

Eschatology The study of "last things," or the end of human history. Although specific interpretations vary widely, most Christian eschatologies center on the belief that the just will be rewarded when God triumphs over Satan in the last days.

Messianism The belief that a chosen individual holds the key to a higher truth which will lead to salvation for his followers. Extreme forms of apocalyptic belief have tended to manifest themselves through messianic figures, from Montanus in the 2nd century to David Koresh in 1993. Messiahs tend to be highly charismatic individuals prone to megalomania and violence.

Millennial Referring to a period of 1000 years, such as the end of the second Christian millennium in the year 2000. In religious terms, anything referring to the expected thousand-year reign of Christ on earth after the events of the last days have brought an end to this world. Such a radical transformation could come at any time, although expectations tend to increase at round markers such as the year 2000. Related to chiliasm, above.

Millenarian Referring to more extreme millennial expectations, in which belief in an imminent apocalyptic transformation tends to spur the faithful into action, often of a violent nature.

Postmillennialism The belief that Christ will return only after humans have established a millennial kingdom on earth through their own efforts. In extreme forms, postmillennial beliefs have given rise to violent theocracies, such as that of Thomas Muntzer in 16th century Germany. But a more typical example is the milder postmillennialism of most New England Puritans, who believed they were building just such a righteous society, a "city on a hill." This type of apocalyptic expectation has gone hand-in-hand with social reform movements, and has contributed to the notion of divinely ordained progress which has played an important role in American history.

Premillennialism The belief that God's millennial kingdom will not come until Christ returns to save a sinful humanity and defeat the forces of Satan. Specific interpretations vary as to the exact timing of the Second Coming -- at the beginning, middle, or end of the Tribulation period. But in general, premillennialists tend to be highly pessimistic about the present state of the world, yet anxiously await a perfect world in the near future. By placing the fate of mankind squarely in God's hands, premillennialism has tended to discourage social action, concentrating instead on conversion and preparation for final judgment.

Rapture The belief that true believers in Christ will be taken bodily into heaven just prior to or during the Tribulation period, and thus be spared the horrible fate awaiting those left behind on earth. The rapture is an integral part of the premillennial dispensationalist systems which have dominated Christian prophecy belief in the second half of the 20th century, as it proposes faith in Christ as the only route to salvation.

Revelation The book of Revelation, also known as "The Revelation to John" and "St. John's Apocalypse," is the primary source of inspiration for Christian prophecy believers. The last book and only apocalypse in the New Testament, it was likely written in the last decade of the first century, during a period of great turmoil after the destruction of the second Jewish Temple by the Romans in 70 A.D. Biblical scholars are skeptical of the historical claim that the Apostle John was its author. Millions of Christians have taken the events so vividly described in Revelation as a blueprint for what will happen in the last days as God brings an end to this world. But beyond that, many ideas and symbols from Revelation have found a place in the wider culture, including: the Mark of the Beast, represented by the number "666;" the seven seals; the four horsemen of the Apocalypse; the Whore of Babylon; and the battle of Armageddon.

Tribulation A period of upheaval, usually seven years in length, during which Satan will exert control over the earth through the antichrist. All but a small remnant of Christian faithful -- perhaps numbering 144,000 -- will die as a result of wars, plagues, and famine. The Tribulation will end with Christ's defeat of the antichrist at Armageddon, ushering God's millennial kingdom on earth.

******************************************************************************************

The following is a set of definitions from a millennialist site (http://www.raptureready.com/rap27.html) with my comments in italics. Definitions which refer to symbolic language will be considered in the next section.

Abomination of Desolation

When the Antichrist sits down in the rebuilt Jewish Temple and declares himself to be God, the Great Tribulation of 42 months will begin. At the occurrence of this event, the Jews living in Israel will be commanded to flee into the wilderness. All Tribulation saints will know, from that day on, that they must then wait 1,260 days before the Lord returns .See my reference above for a more mainstream interpretation.

(Dan 9:27) ,(Mat 24:15-19)

Amillennialism

(prefix "a": "no") The belief that there will be no literal, 1,000-year reign of Christ. Thus adherents of this view interpret Revelation 20 symbolically, not literally. Amillennialists generally believe that Israel has been permanently set aside and that God's current plan of salvation involves only the Church. This last sentence is a mistaken generalization.

Antichrist

Often described as the most evil man who will ever live, Antichrist will arrive on the world scene appearing to be the world's savior. However, everyone on Earth will soon learn that his real mission will be one of destruction. He is also called “the man of lawlessness” (or sin), “Gog,” and “the son of destruction” (or perdition).

(1 John 2:18) , (Rev 13:1-8) Again, see notes above. This term will also be further discussed in the next session.

Apostasy, The

During the end times, the Bible predicts a falling away or departure from the faith. Because we have already experienced a number of generations during which people have rebelled against God, the generation alive during the Tribulation will likely surpass prior apostasies. The Greek word “apostasy” was originally used to describe a revolt staged by a military commander. (2 Thes 2:3), (Mat 24:11-13) The term, 'apostasy' (apostasia) occurs only in the passage from Thessalonians.  In its origin it does mean defection, a cognate term apostasion   (which does appear in the NT) translates as divorce. Interestingly, in the Bible translation most commonly used by evangelicals, the Authorized King James Version, apostasia is translated as 'falling away'. 

Armageddon

The word “Armageddon” comes from the Hebrew word meaning "the Mount of Megiddo." This ancient fortress is located in northern Israel, across the Plain of Esdraelon from Nazareth. Armageddon will be the gathering place for the final great battle that bears its name.  see notes above

(Rev 16:16)

Church Age

The Church Age began on the Day of Pentecost and will end with the Rapture of the Church before the beginning of the Tribulation. Many dispensationalists believe the Church is the reason there is a gap between Daniel's 69th and 70th weeks.  As will be noted elsewhere, the author of Daniel was referring to events he had experience of - the Assyrian(721 BC) and Babylonian (587BC) conquests and resulting Exile(587-539 BC),  and the various events culminating in the desecration of the Temple by Antiochus Epiphanes in 164 BC.  Further, trying to use these numbers as real dates is impossible, as the author's own chronology and names of rulers are not correct (i.e. history knows no Darius the Mede who preceded Cyrus).

Dan 9:24-27

Damascus

The city of Damascus has been around for thousands of years and never has been destroyed in battle. The prophet Isaiah predicted that some day, this city would be destroyed: “The burden of Damascus. Behold, Damascus is taken away from [being] a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap” (Isaiah 17:1).This is misleading. The passage in Isaiah refers to the region, not the city, of Damascus.  This is clear in the following verse "Her cities will be deserted forever; they will be for flocks . . ." The prophet, considering his historical context, is almost certainly referring to the Assyrian conquest of the region in 732 B.C under Tiglath-Pilaser II. 

Dispensationalism

This is the view of people who believe that God’s dealings with men have proceeded through well-defined time periods. During each of these periods, dispensationalists believe, God reveals a particular purpose to be accomplished in that period and men respond to that purpose either in faith or unbelief.

Dragon

The dragon is the symbolic name given to represent the devil. Satan is also described as "that old serpent."

(Rev 20:2)  This symbol will be discussed in the next section.

Eastern Gate

The Eastern Gate has a very important prophet role to play. It is the only gate that is currently blocked. The Book of Ezekiel foretells that the only One who will open it will be the "Prince" Jesus.

(Ezek 44:1-3)  This passage in Ezekiel is taken thoroughly out of context. It is in the midst of revelations concerning revisions to Temple law and ritual. The East Gate is "the outer gate of the sanctuary which faces east" and was kept closed to symbolize that only Gods passed through it(NJBC). The prince referred to is not allegorical or prophetic but refers to the mundane allowance that the "prince may sit in it to eat bread before the Lord" (partake in certain of the Temple rituals).

Eschatology

This is the study of issues that relate to the end times and the final events in the history of mankind. It’s a big word to use to impress your friends.

False Church

During the first part of the Tribulation, the Antichrist's rise to power will be aided by a religious system that will include most, if not all, of the world's major religions. During the second half of the Tribulation, the Antichrist will destroy this false church. The Book of Revelation describes the false churches as “the great whore.”

(Rev 17:1-5)  The standard scholarly understanding of this passage interprets this as the empire of Rome. More on this in the next section.

False Prophet

The false prophet will administrate the workings of the one-world church. His primary mission will be to cause the world to worship the Antichrist.

(Rev 13:11-14) Most likely this refers to the cult of emperor worship being enforced by the representatives of the Roman emperor. We will examine this further in the next section.

Gog And Magog

Most prophetic scholars agree that Gog and Magog were the people who lived in the lands which are now modern Russia. Someday, Russia and a horde of Middle East countries will launch a surprise attack against Israel. All but one-sixth of the Gog army will be destroyed upon the mountains of Israel.

(Ezekiel 38 and 39)  Ezekiel, as with most OT prophets, was speaking of events a little closer to the concerns of his people. Gog and Magog are generally understood by biblical scholars to refer to the encroaching empire of Babylon. Babylon conquered Judah in 587 BC and soon thereafter fell to the Persians.

Historicism

Historicism relates the timing of the current Church Age through the day/year theory. The day/year theory takes numbers such as the 2,300 days (Daniel 8:14) and 1,290 days (Daniel 12:11) and declares them to be years. They also relate the seal, trumpet, and bowl judgments to major historical events that have occurred throughout the past 2,000 years. For example, the fifth seal in Revelation 6 may be identified as the martyrdom under Roman Emperor Diocletian (AD 284-304). The Pope is commonly looked at as being the Antichrist. Historicism is the view held by the Mormons, the Seventh-day Adventists, and the Jehovah Witnesses.

This term and what it represents, for obvious reasons,  are not used in Catholic theology.

Jacob's Trouble

Called by Jeremiah "the time of Jacob's trouble" and by Daniel "the time of distress such as never occurred," this event will take place during the 3 ½-year reign of Antichrist. The time of Jacob's trouble will be a time of great suffering on Earth. The suffering will be brought on by the actions of the Antichrist and by the wrath of God being poured out on a sinful world.

(Jer 30:7) In context, this passage refers to the time of the Exile from which God will release His people.

Judgment, Great White Throne

This judgment is predominately for the unsaved. It is also believed to be a more stern judgment than the Judgment Seat of Christ. It is here where all those who are not found written in the Book of Life are cast into the lake of fire. (Rev 20:11-15) This image will be considered in the next section.

Judgment Seat Of Christ

Immediately after the Rapture, members of the Church will receive rewards according what they have done on Earth, whether good or bad. The Judgment Seat of Christ is for believers only. (2 Cor 5:10), (Rom 14:10-12), (Rev 11:15-18) This image will be considered in the next section.

Kings of the East

And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. I believe the kings of the east will likely be or will largely include the nation of China. (Revelation 16:12)This image will be considered in the next section.

Lake Of Fire

The lake of fire is the final abode for all the lost, the devil and all of his coworkers. Everyone condemned to this fiery inferno will suffer unrelenting, eternal torment. (Rev 20:15)

Little Horn

Daniel the prophet described seeing a little horn rising out from among ten other horns. The little horn is clearly another representation of the Antichrist because Daniel's account aligns with the Apostle John's Revelation 13 description of the Antichrist.

(Dan 7:7-8), (Dan 7:19:25)

Mark Of The Beast

"He causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name." The mark of the beast will likely be a microchip implant that operates like an ATM or credit card. Remember: Everyone who receives the mark of the beast will be cast into Hell, so don't take the mark!

(Rev 13:16-18)

Millennium

After the Tribulation, Jesus Christ will set up an earthly kingdom where He will rule for 1,000 years.

(Rev 20: 3-4) This interpretation is not consistent with Catholic theology, this term is not used in Catholic eschatology except in reference to other faiths.

Preterism

This is the belief that nearly all prophetic events have already occurred. The year 70 AD is a popular date that preterists claim marked the fulfillment of the Book of Revelation. Under preterism, you are basically left to just waiting for Jesus to return. This is also foreign to Catholic eschatology.

Progressive Dispensationalism:

This is a recent form of dispensationalism that emphasizes the present spiritual reign of Christ on David's throne.

Rapture

At an unknown hour and day, the Lord Jesus will descend from Heaven. While remaining in the air, He will snatch his Bride, the Church, from this sinful world. Christ will then take the Church to Heaven for the seven-year wedding feast. The earthly reason for the removal of the Church is to make way for the rise of Antichrist and to fulfill Daniel's final (70th) week.

(Mat 25:13), (1 Thes 4:16), (1 Cor 15:51-54)  Despite the use of the term Bride of Christ in relation to the Church, this is not a RC concept, nor is the Church to which those who use this term refer the RC Church.

Red Heifer

The Bible predicts that the Jewish Temple will be rebuilt in Jerusalem. Ever since the 70 AD destruction, one major roadblock barring the reconstruction of the Temple is the fact that the Temple Mount area has been defiled by warfare. In order to cleanse the Tribulation Temple Mount for worship, the Jews will need to the ashes of a pure red heifer. Numbers chapter 19 describes how King Solomon cleansed the first Temple with the ashes of a specially prepared red heifer.

(Numbers 19:2-9) Numbers is not a prophetic book. The 'red heifer' has specific ritual purpose. The reason the millenialists take up this image is that the Jewish scholar, Maimonides, wrote that the 10th red heifer (only 9 had previously been needed) would be sacrificed by the Messiah. We will, again, examine this further in the next section. I have referenced further sources on this in the appendix.

Replacementism

Replacement theology is the view that Israel, having failed God, was replaced by the Church around 70 AD. The Church is now seen as spiritual Israel and spiritual Jerusalem. This teaching claims that all the promises and blessings--in fact, Israel's entire inheritance--now belong to the Church. However, all is not lost for Israel; it gets to keep all the curses. This would seem to be a term applied to certain post-trib groups by pre-trib believers. It is also used, incorrectly, in reference to the RC Church. For a more than complete explanation of this term from a dispensationalist perspective see http://ww2.moriel.org:8004/sermons/forgot.htm.

Restrainer, The

The presence of the Holy Spirit on Earth currently is what restrains the forces of evil. The Holy Spirit resides in the lives of all believers, which is why Christians are called the "salt of the earth." When the Church is removed at the Rapture, most of the restraining power of the Holy Spirit will be removed as well.

(2 Thes 2:7), (Mat 5:13)  Catholic theology does not incorporate any of these relations of ideas.

Rosh Hashanah

This is the Jewish festival of the civil New Year, and it’s celebrated on the first and second days of the month Tishri. During this holiday, trumpets are blown as a call for repentance. Many Christians look towards Rosh Hashanah as a possible time for the Rapture.This definition is misleading. Yom Kippur is the Day of Atonement.  Rosh Hashanah is the beginning of the Jewish lunar calendar year which is observed for religious, not secular, purposes. The Jewish year begins with a week of fasting and prayer and the obligation of seeking pardon of those you have offended. At the end of the week is Yom Kippur, the holiest feast besides Passover, when atonement is made and forgiveness sought for the sins of the past year. Due to the great importance of this day, and the use of trumpets in its celebration, it is looked to by millenialists as a possible time for the Rapture.

(Numbers 10:1-10)

Second Coming

This is the time when Jesus Christ will return, defeat the Antichrist, and set up His 1,000-year kingdom on Earth. The Second Coming is not the Rapture. The Rapture takes place from three and a half to seven years prior to the Second Coming. Another important difference between the two events is that the Rapture will occur at an unknown time, while the Second Coming will take place 42 months after the Antichrist declares himself to be God.

(Rev 13:5), (Mat 25:13) In Catholic eschatology, there is only one return of Christ, and that will be for the Last Judgment. There is theological debate as to whether all souls are judged individually at death and this will be a separate judgment, all souls are waiting for this Judgment, or this Judgment is ex temporal so that both events are occurring concurrently and continually ( a very Johannine approach).

Tribulation

A period of time lasting seven years, the first three and a half of which will be relatively peaceful as the Antichrist rises to power. The second three and a half years will bring the greatest suffering in human history as the wrath of God and the Antichrist is poured out on Earth.

(Dan 9:27) , (Mat 24:21) Catholic eschatology does not use this concept. References from which it is drawn are understood in their historical contexts, referring to persecutions being undergone by the faithful at the time the revelation was received.

Witnesses, Two

During the Tribulation, two men will prophesy in the streets of Jerusalem. These two witnesses of God will have the power to prevent rain on the Earth, to call fire down from Heaven, to turn bodies of water into blood, and to command a number of other plagues. After they preach for 42 months, the Antichrist will be allowed to kill them. Three and a half days later, they will be resurrected and raptured up to Heaven. Some scholars say the two men could be Elijah and Enoch or Moses and Elijah.

(Rev 11:3-13), (Malachi 4:5-6)

Wrath of God, The

The wrath of God is poured out on man at the midpoint of the Tribulation. The people of Earth will come under God's wrath because they refuse to turn from their wicked ways. Those who receive the Antichrist’s mark will not only come under God's wrath, but will be lost forever. (1 Thes 1:10), (1 Thes 5:9) , (Rev 14:9-11)

10 Nation Confederation - Toes; Horns; Kings

Out of the area that once was the Roman Empire, ten leaders will arise. The only purpose these leaders will have is to give their power to the Antichrist.

(Dan 2:41-44), (Dan 7:20), (Rev 17:12), (Rev 17:17) Again, these passages are understood in their historical context.

70th Week

This is the final seven years of Gentile domination of the nation of Israel and the city of Jerusalem. The last week of the 70 weeks of years (490 years) of Daniel's prophecy will begin after the long interval.

(Daniel 9:27)

144,000 Jewish Saints

Before the Antichrist administers his mark, God will send an angel to mark the foreheads of 144,000 Jews - 12,000 from each of the 12 tribes. The 144,000 sealed Jews will apparently be commissioned to be a witness to the gentiles during the tribulation.

(Rev 7:2-8)

200 Million Man Army, The

During the latter part of the Tribulation, an Oriental army some 200-million strong will move into the Middle East, crossing over the dried-up Euphrates River. This army, guided by four demonic angels, will kill one-third of mankind.

(Rev 9:14-16), (Rev 16:12)

�NJBC p. 307


�For further explanation, relative to variant manuscripts which clarify some imagery, see NJBC p. 416.


�Collins, “The Apocalyptic Imagination” p. 108


�Metzger, Bruce Breaking the Code p. 58


�Ibid. p. 66


�Ibid. p. 70


�Ibid. p. 58


�See appendix for references from the Catechism of  Catholic Church
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