Catholic Institute for Biblical Literacy

Course 3: The Prophetic Writings and History of Israel

Autumn 2008   

Instructor: Deb Sabo, MA


This course will examinghthe phenomenon of prophecy and its eveolution in the Hebrew world during the periods of the monarchye, the divided kingdom, and the exile. Essential to this study will be an examination of the rold of the prophet and the formatin of the prophetic books. The following themes found in the prophetic literature will be considered:

· reward and punishment based on faithfulness to the covenant

· judgment, purgation, salvation

· the power of God's word

· the balance between God's love and God's anger

· the transition from prophetic to apocalyptic thought

Session One

 Definition of Prophecy

Session Two

Historicity of the Prophecy

Session Three
 
Power of God's Prophetic Word

Session Four  
Classical Prophets: Differing Images of God and Israel in Amos and Hosea

Session Five  

Major Prophets: Isaiah and Jeremiah

Session Six 

Major Prophets: Ezekiel and Daniel

Session Seven 
Survey of the 12 Minor Prophets

Session Eight

Actualizing the Prophetic Message- Then and Now


Required Texts


The Catholic Study Bible  Donald Senior, ed.   Oxford Univ. Press NY  1990


The New Jerome Bible Handbook
Raymond E. Brown, et. al., ed.  Liturgical Press  1992


An Introduction to the Old Testament  Walter Brueggemann  Westminster John Knox  2003


Fortress Introduction to the Prophets  Rodney R. Hutton  Fortress Press  2004

Practical Application Tool


Students are to create a written paper (3 pg. Minimum) or a 30 minute dialogue with the instructor which develops a pertinent topic such as:

· a particular image of the relationship between God and Israel as used by one or more prophets

· the role of the prophet a counter-cultural voice

· insights gained which help you understand the image of Christ as priest/prophet/king in whose ministry we participate by our baptism 

· one prophetic utterance whichcould be appropriately spoken in the 21st c., consider both the original context and how it relates to a contemporary situation

Session One

Definition of Prophecy


Objectives:

· to introduce the concept of prophecy

· to clarify that prophecy is not unique to Israel

· to identify characteristics of early prophecy, including guilds, ecstatic activity and unique dress

· to identify sources of information regarding biblical prophecy

· to identify classification of prophets in Israel: former/later & major/minor

· to identify the role of the prophet in the community

· to understand prophecy as evolving through the Deuteronomistic history


Outcomes:

· the student will comprehend a prophet as more than a fortune teller

· the student will see the prophet as on chosen by God to speak on God's behalf

· the student will understand the prophet as the conscience of the people and the nation

· the student will be able to articulate the essential prophetic message of fidelity to God

Reading Assignment:


NJBH Ch. 12


CSB RG Outline of Biblical History (Settlement in Canan- Return from Exile)


CSB RG The Deuteronomistic History (through 'how to read the Deut. History)


Hutton ch. 1



Brueggemann ch. 9

Session Two

Historicity of the Prophecy

Objectives:

· to establish a timeline tracing the Israelite entry into the promised land, through the time of the judges, during the united and divided monarchies, to the time of exile and return

· to identify various histories found in the historical section of the Old Testament

· to identify the relationship between prophecy and Israel's covenant with God

· to introduce the reality of prophetic literature as 'remembered history' of later writings, faithful to the message of the original prophets

· to introduce Elijah/Elisha cycles as the bridge between the former and latter prophets

· to enumerate the reasons for the prophetic literature's theme of struggle between Yahwism and Baalism

Outcomes:

· the student will develop a sense of Israel's fidelity and infidelity to God's covenant as seen through the lives of the kings

· the student will be able to read the prophetic literature as 'remembered history', written during or after the exile

· the student will undersatnd that Israel reads its history in light of the present situation

· the student will be able to articulate a primary issue in Hebrew prophecy as belief that exclusive obedience/fidelity to the one God Yahweh is essential

Reading Assignment:


NJBH ch. 9-11


CSB RG  Judges, 1 & 2 Kings ('Before beginning' and the sections on Elijah and Elisha)


Brueggemann ch. 11-13

Session Three

Power of God's Prophetic Word

Objectives:

· to outline the prophetic call through Scriptural examples

· to compare prophetic activity to the words and deeds of Jesus

· to discuss the Hebrew and Christian concepts of the 'Word of God'

· to discuss the prophetic 'word' as it evolves  in Hebrew Scripture through the New Testament

· to identify images of God as seen through the 'lens of power' in God's word

Outcomes:

· the student will appreciate the concept of the prophetic word being guaranteed by God

· the student will recognize that the word and the reality it represents are one in its Hebrew roots

· the student will recognize the tension between fidelity and infidelity in prophetic activity

· the student will understand both the Jewish and Christian belief in the power of God's word as spoken through the prophets

Reading Assignment:


Handout: The Word of God in the Judaeo-Christian Tradition


http://www.catholic-resources.org/Bible/Prophecy.htm

other material TBA

Session Four

Classical Prophets: Differing Images of God and Israel in Amos and Hosea

Objectives:

· to identify the characteristics of classical prophecy

· to discuss formation of prophetic literature

· to outline the history of the divided kingdoms and the fall of the Northern Kingdom of  Israel 

· to compare and contrast Amos and Hosea

· to explore themes of infidelity to God and the covenant, abuse of cultic life, and injustice toward the poor in these books

Outcomes:

· the student will undterstand classical Hebrew prophecy as detailed in the works of Amos and Hosea

· the student will discuss historical circumstances behind prophetic oracles

· the student will discover differing images of God and the covenant people in the prophetic literature

· the student will discern writing styles, human author contexts, and prophetic vocation in classical Hebrew prophecy

· the student will deepen an understanding of fidelity to God and its implications for every age

Reading Assignment:

NJBH  ch. 13-14

CSB RG for Amos and Hosea

CSB Amos, Hosea

Hutton  ch. 2-3

Brueggemann  p. 214-219, 223-228

Session Five

Major Prophets: Isaiah and Jeremiah

Objectives:

· to identify historical contexts of Isaiah and Jeremiah

· to identify major literary characteristics of Isaiah and Jeremiah

· to discuss the timelien of pre-exilic and exilic Isaiah and Jeremiah's texts

· to examine theological themes in Isaiah and Jeremiah

Outcomes 

· the student will exeamine the personal characteristics of Isaiah and Jeremiah in their calling as prophets

· the student will appreciate the formation of prophetic text through studying the outline of the material in Isaiah and Jeremiah 

· the student will examine the development of theological focus of messiah and covenant in these texts

Reading Assignment:


NJBH  ch. 15, 18, 21


CSB  RG  Isaiah, Jeremiah


CSB  
Isaiah 1, 6-11, 24, 27, 30, 40-42, 44, 50, 53, 59-61, 66 



Jeremiah 1, 3, 7, 11-13, 16, 18, 20,  23, 26, 30-31, 38-39, 50, 52 


Hutton ch. 4, 5, 8-12


Brueggemann  ch. 14, 15

Session Six

Major Prophets – Ezekiel

and the Book of Daniel

Objectives:

· to identify the historical contexts of Ezekiel and Daniel

· to discuss the theological message in these writings

· to compare and contrast prophecy and apocalyptic literature

· to examine apocalyptic focus in these writings

Outcomes:

· the student will understand the transition from prophetic call for reform to apocalyptic anticipation of God's intervention evidenced in Ezekiel and Daniel

· the student will appreciate differing styles and messages of prophetic books from pre to post exilic

Reading Assignment:


NJBH ch. 19, 20, 25


CSB RG for Daniel and Ezekiel


CSB  
Ezekiel ch. 1,2, 7, 8, 10, 17-18, 21, 24, 33-34, 37, 40, 47 



Daniel ch. 1, 7, 9, 12


Brueggemann ch. 16, 25


http://www.catholic-resources.org/Bible/Covenants.htm
Session Seven

Survey of the Twelve Minor Prophets

Objectives:

· to identify the historical context of the twelve minor prophets

· to describe common theological messages across the twelve minor prophets

· to examine early apocalyptic imagery in the minor prophets

· to discuss canonical placement of  the prophetic corpus in Hebrew and Greek Scriptures

Outcomes:

· the student will appreciate the Book of the Twelve as a collection which reflects on the past and points to the future of the Jewish people

· the student will trace developments in 'Day of the Lord' imagery throughout the minor prophets

Reading Assignment:


NJBH  ch. 16, 17, 22, 24


CSB RG  The 12 Minor Prophets (general background section)


CSB  any 2 of the following:  Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 







Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi


Hutton ch. 6 -7


Brueggemann  ch. 17-18

Session Eight

Actualizing the Prophetic Message – Then and Now

Objectives:

· to discuss the cultural context of divine wrath in Ancient New East Religions

· to compare and contrast the Hebrew image of God with those of surrounding religions, especially in terms of divine wrath

· to describe the Hebrew image of God's love as constant and forgiving

· to describe the Hebew image of God's anger as God's temporary response to unfaithfulness to the covenant

· to explore canonical placement of the final books in Jewish scripture and the Christian Old Testament

Outcomes:

· the student will recognize the prophetic dimension of Christian liturgy as an example of actualizing the Prophetic books

· the student will appreciate liturgy's call to both divine judgment and salvation through its example of prophetic literature

· the studen will sense the need for each person to love as God loves in covenant

Reading Assignment

                    TBA

