Course Title:  Course 2 - Pentateuch

Course Description: This course will provide the student with the historical background of the Pentateuch and its development from oral traditions. The concepts of myth, ritual and symbol will be explored as they relate to Scripture. This course will also examine the journey motif as applied to the Pentateuch and our own spirituality.

Required texts: 

The Catholic Study Bible  (CSB)

Donald Senior, ed. Oxford University Press, New York, 1990 

The Jerome Bible Handbook (JBH)

Raymond Brown, et al. Editors, The Liturgical Press, Collegeville, MN 1992 

An Introduction to the Old Testament (IOT)

Walter Brueggemann, Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, KY 2003

Optional, suggested materials: teacher-generated handouts

Course Assessment:  Options

1) Provide a 3-5 page exegesis of a chosen passage. Your analysis should include footnotes and bibliography of sources used. (Passage choices will be provided.)

2) An approximately 3 page reflective essay on a given passage as it relates to contemporary experience or to a passage in the New Testament. (Prior approval of passage selection required.)

3) Oral interview on a chosen topic/passage.

Submission deadline is March 5.  Your work may be submitted in person, by post or as an email attachment.

_______________________________________________________________

Session Title:  Class One- Genesis: Story, Myth and Symbols

Session Objectives:  This class will explore the use of myth in the creation narratives and elsewhere in Genesis.  

Outline 

   
definitions and examples:  myth - the Creation narrative(s), legend - Jacob at Beth-El, story - the Joseph cycle


significant numbers and their interpretation: 3- holiness, 4 - divine revelation, 

6- imperfection, antithesis of 7;  7 - divine perfection, 8 - human perfection, 10 - completeness, 12 - union of human and divine, 40 - uncountable/uncounted

     
various other symbols: individual names (these will be detailed as we come to them), blessings, pillars, altar, fire, cloud, rainbow


First Creation Narrative -  two cycles of three, significance of 7th day, comparison to Enuma Elish


Second Creation Narrative - a careful reading, significance of : names Adam and Eve, Man, Woman, serpent, two trees, nakedness, angel with sword, curse/blessing, the cunning of the serpent, first covenant, cautions concerning "traditional" imagery and interpretation


Cain and Abel  - sin and obedience, cautionary tale, tribal history, significance of Abel's sacrifice, the Mark of Cain


Noah - progression of sin, first forgetting of covenant, significance of numbers, raven, dove, ancestral memory of flood, second covenant - significance of blood, comparison to Gilgamesh epic


Babel - location, signifcance of ziggarut, Bab-el as name and as pun


the descendants of Noah as  eponymous, migration through fertile crescent

Session Reading Assignment (including scripture passages for study): 

 Genesis 1-3, 7:1-5, 9:1-17, 11:1-9, 32:23-33

 IOT  (Introduction p. 1-14), ch. 1 Cosmic Miracles in Contradiction p. 29-42

 CSB  pg. RG 56-66 (Overview of the Book of Genesis, Primeval History in Gen. 1-11)

 NJBH  p. 7-19

Session Outcomes : The student will gain an appreciation for the importance of symbols and symbolic numbers to an understanding  of  early Jewish narrative. The student will begn to percieve Genesis and Exodus as the story of  national identity

_____________

Session Title: Class Two - The History of the Patriarchs

Session Objectives:  This class will cover the latter part of the book of Genesis with an emphasis on the following areas:


- the call of  Abraham through the binding of Isaac: a people set apart

- Jacob and Esau: a struggle for identity

- The Joseph cycle: divine providence


- The importance of the martriarchs

Outline

     
Abraham -  descent and family structure,; importance of tribe, nomadic lifestyle and culture; Call - Gen. 12:1-9, 15:1-21, 17:1-27; form and content, significance to national identity, "my father was a wandering Aramean"


Sarah  - sister, wife, mopther - a woman betrayed (Pharaoh, Abimelech), a woman of cunning and strength (3 men, Hagar)


Isaac - birth, brother of Ishmael, Binding (Akiedah), marriage


Rebekah - sister of Laban,  strength and courage 


Esau - eponymous, impetuousity, firstborn, Hittite/Canaanite wives


Jacob -  younger, prenatal struggle, cunning, deceiver and deceived, Beth-El, marriages, dealings with Laban, renamed Israel, reunited with Esau, children


Rachel and Leah - sister wives, jealousy, importance to Jacob cycle 


Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah - the importance of the sons of Leah


Dinah - Jacob's only daughter, her story


Joseph - son of Rachel, age difference, the Coat, sold to slavery, Potiphar, dreams, Pharaoh and the Famine, dealings with his brothers - transition from Canaan to Egypt 

            Continuity of Covenant, continuance of Journey


Session Reading Assignment 

Genesis 12:1-9, 13:1-18, 17, 18, 21:1-21, 22, 25:19-34, 27, 29:1-30, 32, 34,  37-50 

[short list: Gen. 12, 15-17, 21:1-21, 22, 25:19-34, 37,39,45, 50]

IOT  ch. 3 The Ancestors p. 43-51

CSB p.  RG 66-73 ((The Great Ancestor Narratives in Gen. 12-50)

NJBH 359-364

Session Outcomes : The student will gain an appreciation of the historical context of the patriarchal narrative and its centrality to the Israelite sense of nationhood.

_______________________

Session Title: Class Three - The Sources: JEDP, historical and literary criticism of the Pentateuch

Session Objectives:  the development of the Pentateuch from oral to written tradition


- the compilation of the oral sources, J and E


- the historical  and political perspective of  D (the Deuteronomist)

- cultic and theological concerns in the redaction of the material by P, the priestly     

   redactor

Session Reading Assignment  

CSB pp. RG 36-50 (Nature of the Pentateuch, How Scholars Study the Pentateuch, Historical Background  of the Pentateuch)

IOT  Introduction p. 1-14, ch. 1 The Torah p. 15-28

Session Outcomes : The student will gain an understanding of the growth of the Pentateuch from a collection of oral traditions to its full written form including the historical, cultural and theological considerations in its compilation.

________________________

Session Title :  Class Four - Exodus : the self-identity of Israel through journey and 




           Covenant

Session Objectives    This class will explore the centrality of the Exodus narrative to the Jewish  identity with the following emphases:

 - historical context of the events, “A pharaoh who new not Joseph”

 - Shiphrah, Puah,  Jochebed  and Miriam

 
 - Moses in Midian

 - The Plagues, Egyptian gods and Pharaoh’s stubbornness

 - Passover 

 -Wandering and doubt in the wilderness

            - The Sinai Covenant 

Session Reading Assignment  

Exodus 1-20:17, 32, 40

CSB  G pp. 74-84 (Exodus Reading Guide)

IOT ch. 4 The Book of Exodus p. 53-66

Session Outcomes The student will gain an appreciation of the central significance of the concept of covenant and the importance of the journey motif not only to the Israelite self-identity but also to the continuum of the Judeao-Christian traditions.

_____________________

Session Title  Class 5 - Leviticus: Divine Law and Social Structure

Session Objectives  This class will survey the laws of the book of Leviticus in their socio-historical context from four perspectives: 



- moral laws



- social norms and responsibilities 



- cultic concerns



- divine law and national identity 

Session Reading Assignment  

Leviticus ch. 8:22-27, 11-13, 16,17,19-20,23- 25;        

CSB   RG p. 84-94 (Leviticus Reading Guide)

IOT ch. 5 The Book of Leviticus p. 67-74

Session Outcomes   The student will develop a sense of the complexity and purpose of the book of Leviticus.

________________________

Session Title  Class Six - Numbers: self-identity of Israel in ritual, the fulfillment of  





      Covenant

Session Objectives   This class will explore the historical context of the writing of  Numbers.  Elements that will be considered will include: 


- the community and cultic purity 


- the maintenance of identity while wandering, 


- the post-exilic context of the source 


- identity and settlement,  


- the threat of  foreign cults

Session Reading Assignment 

Numbers 5,6, 9, 11, 15, 19, 25, 34-36

CSB  RG pp. 95-104 (Numbers Reading Guide)

IOT ch. 6 The Book of Numbers p. 75-84

Session Outcomes  The student will have an appreciation for the importance of Numbers to the post-exilic Israelite community and its role in the development of  the biblical tradition.

_________________________

Session Title  Class 7 -  Deuteronomy: retelling the story for a new generation

Session Objectives  This class will entail an overview of the book of Deuteronomy considering  the context in which the book was written as well as the structure and significance of the book.

Session Reading Assignment   

Deuteronomy ch. 1:1-5, 4-8, 12, 15-16, 19-25, 34

CSB  p. 105-114 (Deuteronomy Reading Guide)

IOT ch. 7 The Book of Deuteronomy p. 85-94

Session Outcomes  The student will  understand the book of Deuteronomy as a retelling of the covenant narrative set in the structure of Moses' farewell address. The student will recognize the context of cultural reform in which Deuteronomy developed. 

_________________________

Session Title   Class 8 -  The Passover and Catholic Liturgy

Session Objectives 

Session Reading Assignment  

IOT  p. 95-100

NJBH  p. 401-403

Handout 

Session Outcomes

