Session Title:  Class One- Genesis: Story, Myth and Symbols

Session Objectives:  This class will explore the use of myth in the creation narratives and elsewhere in Genesis.  

Outline 

   
definitions and examples:  



myth - the Creation narrative(s)



legend - Jacob at Beth-El 



story - the Joseph cycle


significant numbers and their interpretation: 



3- holiness 



4 - divine revelation, 



6- imperfection, antithesis of 7



7 - divine perfection 



8 - human perfection 




10 - completeness 




12 - union of human and divine 



40 - uncountable/uncounted

     
various other symbols:



 individual names (these will be detailed as we come to them)



 blessings



 pillars 



 altar 



 fire 



 cloud 



 rainbow


First Creation Narrative -  



two cycles of three



significance of 7th day 



comparison to Enuma Elish


Second Creation Narrative - 


a careful reading


significance of : 



names 



     
Adam and Eve 




Man, Woman 



serpent



 two trees



 nakedness 



angel with sword 



curse/blessing 



the cunning of the serpent 



first covenant 


Cautions concerning "traditional" imagery and interpretation


Cain and Abel  - 



sin and obedience



 cautionary tale 



tribal history 



significance of Abel's sacrifice 



the Mark of Cain


Noah - 



progression of sin 



first forgetting of covenant


significance of 



numbers



 raven



 dove 


ancestral memory of flood 


second covenant - 



significance of blood



 comparison to Gilgamesh epic


Babel - 



location 



signifcance of ziggarut 



Bab-el as name and as pun

the descendants of Noah as  eponymous, migration through fertile crescent

