Session Title  Class 5 - Leviticus: Divine Law and Social Structure

Leviticus: socio-historical context

· ostensibly during the Sinai experience, but probably much later

· written sometime around the Exile

·  just prior as part of a reformation movement (this theory is more aptly applied to Deut.)

·  during, in an attempt to reconstruct and preserve the remembered/ideal Temple rituals and societal laws

· just after, between 537 and 500 BC, as part of the restoration of the Temple and the rebuilding of the Judahite society

[The following categories overlap considerably. This division attemtps to find common themes/applications to facilitate discussion.)

Moral Laws

The Decalogue – compare Ex. 20:1-17 and Lev. 19, importance of Lev. 19.18b, note 'do not kill' is NOT in Leviticus 

 laws protecting the poor and disabled: v. 11-18 (also falls under social norms)

ch. 20:9-21 sexual relations 

Social Norms and responsibilities

ch. 13 "leprosy"

ch. 19  v.9-10 harvest 

11-18, 33-37 justice , honesty and compassion

Cultic Concerns

ch. 1-7 establisahment of sacrificial rites

ch. 8 – ordination 

ch. 12 – childbirth

ch, 16 – Yom Kippur

Divine Law and National Identity

ch. 11  dietary laws

ch. 17   blood sacrifices/sanctity of blood

ch. 19     v.26-31 divination (also 20:6 and 27), prostitution

ch. 20:1-5 child sacrifice 

ch. 20:22-26  Israel as "set apart"

ch. 23-25 Holy Days, Sabbath years and Jubilees

