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 Context


Josiah, King of Judah, 621 BC


Some 100 years after the destruction of the Northern Kingdom of Israel


reference in 2 Kings and Chronicles


centralization of the cult


very strong polemic against idolatry


internal evidence for late date: 



place names



central shrine



assumption of king, judicial system, cities



account of Moses' death and burial



references such as “until this day”


layers: 



core from older time,



elaboration by scribes of Josiah/Helkiah



additional layer(s) during the Exile and Return 



possible connection with Hezekiah

 Structure


1:1-4 Introduction: geographic location – literal and symbolic

 
1:5-4:40 First Speech: the Land 



1:6-8 

Commission



1:9- 18 
Elders



1:19-25 
Scouts



1:26-46
Rebellion



2:1- 23 
Lands Avoided



2:24-3:11 
Lands Conquered



3:12-29
Division of Lands







4:1-24

Exhortations



4:25-40
God's Fathfulness and Love


4:41-43 First Appendix: Cities of Refuge

4:44-26:19 Second Speech: the Law



4:44-5:5 
Introduction and Summons 



5:56-21
Decalogue 




5:22-6:3
Witness



6:4-9

Shema



6:10-25
Remember!



7:1-8:20
Polemic against Idolatry



9:1-10:22
remember Sinai/Horeb, God leads you



11:1-32
Love the Lord who protects you




12:1-14:21
One Sanctuary, One God, Purity



14:22-15:18
Levites, the Poor, Slaves



15:19-16:17
Offerings and Feasts



16:18-19:21
Adminstration



20:1-20
War



21:1-25:19
Civic Regulations



26:1-11
 Thanksgiving and Memory (a wandering Aramean)



26:12-19
Tithes, Binding of Covenant

27:1-28:69 Second Appendix



27:1-10
Memorials



27:11-28:69
Blessings, Curses and warnings of Exile

29:1-30:20 Third Speech: the Perpetual Covenant



29:1-14
Memory, all Israel for all generations



29:14-28
warnings against idolatry/apostasy



30:1-20
repentance and obedience give life

31:1-29  Preparation for Death of Moses

31:30-32:44 Song of Moses

32:45:-52 transition

33:1-29 Blessings

34:1-8  Death of Moses

34:9-12  Conclusion 

Significance


Urban rather than Nomadic setting


Supercedes Levitical code


Emphasis on unity of all Israel through all generations


Centralization of cult


 Extreme polemic against idolatry and apostasy


Theology of Love rather than Fear –



 the Shema



circumcision of heart emphasized



imagery of God as protective Father, nurturing Eagle, steadfast Rock 

