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Part One :  	Background







There has been much in the media over recent years referring to a ‘document’ or ‘source’ called ‘Q’. There have even been books written on the ‘Gospel of Q’. What are all of these referring to ?  Is there a fifth gospel ? Was there another unknown evangelist ? Is this a real document ? What do they mean by ‘source’? We are about to explore the answers to these questions and discover what is meant  when ‘Q’ is referred to.



The first point which needs clarification is the origins of our canonical gospels.  The term canonical refers to those scriptures which  are accepted by the church  as having been divinely inspired.  There exist scriptures, gospels, letters and other spiritual literature which are not canonical. Some of these are easily recognizable as spurious or of late date. In others the reasons for their not being recognized are fairly obvious. Then there are those that at first reading  may appear to be as legitimate as the canonical gospels. These are often used by scholars to develop a framework in which to relate the canonical gospels.  They give us an idea of what other  interpretations of Jesus were current in the formative years of  Christianity.  The reasons for their not being accepted as canon are different for each one. �



Recognition that the four evangelists were not the only ones striving to record the life of Jesus alerted scholars to the possibility of earlier works  as well as the prospect that the evangelists may have had access to either identical sources or to each other’s work.  These ideas, combined with a study of the material in the four gospels , led to the development of various theories as to the development of the gospels. One of the most commonly supported of these theories is referred to as the four source theory.





























The 4 source theory





The four source theory applies only to the first three gospels which are collectively termed the ‘synoptic’ gospels (more on that later).   This theory derived from the recognition that there are places in which Matthew, Mark and Luke relate an event or saying in nearly identical language, almost word for word. There are other situations where any two of the three are nearly identical while the third is either mute or relates the material in a very different manner.  This caused speculation that somewhere the evangelists were relying on each other’s written accounts or on a common source or sources. 



Four possible sources were named. The first of these is the Gospel of Mark which is considered by those who accept this theory to have been the first of the canonical gospels to be written. There is then stipulated a unique source for  Matthew, at times called ‘M’, and a unique source for Luke, sometimes referred to as ‘L’.  These three cover those places in which the three are distinct in their relation of material and those places which Matthew and/or Luke are in parallel with Mark.  The difficulty appeared in those situations where Matthew and Luke spoke with the same voice but for which there was no parallel in Mark. A fourth source was imagined and given the label ‘quelle’, which is simply the German word for ‘source’.  (Most early scripture scholars either were German or wrote their works in German.) This term came to be abbreviated with one letter, ‘Q’. 





Mark			Q

����

M								L

��







Matthew			Luke





	What sort of similarities and differences are there in these situations?  Which events or sayings come from which sources? We shall investigate these questions in more detail later.  What follows is a sample form each ‘source’.







Mark



	And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed upon the ground, and should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he knows not how.  The earth produces of itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.  But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”  (Mk 4:26-29)



The above segment is unique to Mark. There is also the story of a blind man, which may remind us of Bartimaeus, but is decidedly not the same story. 



They came to Bethsaida. Some people brought a blind man to him and begged him to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village; and when he had put saliva on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Can you see anything?”  And the man looked up and said, “I can see people, but they look like trees, walking.” Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he looked intently and his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly.  Then he sent him away to his home, saying, “Do not even go into the village.” (Mark 8:22-26)



Matthew

        Perhaps the most significant of passages which is unique to Matthew is the entire Infancy Narrative, Mark has none at all and Luke’s is very different. Let us look however at something less lengthy. 



 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, crying loudly, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!”  When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.”  Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be done to you.” And their eyes were opened. Then Jesus sternly ordered them, “See that no one knows of this.”  But they went away and spread the news about him throughout that district.



After they had gone away, a demoniac who was mute was brought to him.  And when the demon had been cast out, the one who had been mute spoke; and the crowds were amazed and said, “Never has anything like this been seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees said, “By the ruler of the demons he casts out the demons.”   (Mat. 9:27-34)













Then there are many of the elements in the Matthean Apocalyptic Dialogue.  Amongst these is a familiar passage which is not found in any of the other gospels.



 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory.  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,  and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’  Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’  And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’  Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels;  for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,  I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’  Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’  Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  (Mat. 25:31-46)



Luke

As with Matthew we could sight Luke’s distinctive Infancy Narrative, but we shall look elsewhere for something more brief.  A prime example is found in the popular parable of the Good Samaritan. This pericope is found only in Luke.



But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity.  He went to him and bandaged his 







wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  The next day he took out two denarii,  gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?”  He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”   (Lk 10:29-37)





‘Q’





One example of a passage which is allocated to ‘Q’ is the Lament over Jerusalem found in both Matthew and Luke.



 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you, desolate.  For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 

‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’  (Mat. 23:37-39)

�      Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!  See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, 

‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” (Luke 13:34-35)�����     

   This is but a small sampling of the passages attributed to various sources.  We shall examine those relegated to Q in greater detail as we proceed. 



























The Synoptics



   We have already made use of the term ‘synoptics’. The term is not that obscure. It is derived from the Greek  and means simply ‘to look with’, that is, the three Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, can be looked at alongside each other and the parallels amongst them found. The Gospel of John does not fall into this category as it does not contain the same elements as these, largely because of that evangelist’s very different approach to his material.�



The term ‘evangelist’ is used with care by scholars in relation to the gospels. It refers to the men whose name is given to the gospels. The apostles on whose authority and for whose churches the gospels were written. The term is again a Greek one, meaning ‘good messenger’.   The gospels are traditionally attributed to four of the apostles. Since early in modern Biblical scholarship the accuracy of this attribution has been doubted. These men may well have been the authority behind the scriptures, but it seems doubtful that it was they who took pen to paper and wrote the gospels as we know them.  There are several reasons for supposing this. First there is the question of the dating of the gospels, which we shall examine more carefully in a brief space. Dating  of the gospels generally would make the apostles  quite old when they were written.  Another element is the various issues that are addressed by the gospels. Perhaps the most glaring reason for supposing that the gospels were not written by the evangelists is the inconsistencies between the gospels. It is supposed that if the gospels had been written by eye-witnesses there would be a great deal more in common among them and a bit less of not only inconsistency but also of apparent contradictions.



A distinction , then, is made between the evangelist and the author of a gospel. The term author is used to refer to the person or persons who constructed and wrote the gospel. It is in this sense that the word will be used throughout this writing. The distinction is not always clear nor easy to maintain, particularly not when speaking of the theology and intent of a particular gospel.  One thing to be remembered is that the gospels were not written in isolation, they are the product of human efforts within  growing communities of faith facing various joys and sorrows, raising different questions and having different cultural backgrounds.  The use of the term ‘author’ does not explicitly exclude the attributed evangelist, rather it intends to avoid the difficulty of making the gospels as we have them fit the framework which would be implied if we insisted that they were written as we have them by eyewitnesses.�



	It is the question of dating as much as anything else which raised the doubt that apostles could have written the gospels. The most significant date in considering the gospels is 70AD, the date of the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem.  Internal evidence dates the gospels after this time, that is, thirty to forty  years after the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus (Jesus’ birth is variously dated between 4 BC and 6 AD, his crucifixion between 32 and 37 AD). We have little to no evidence for the ages of the apostles, but even if we assumed  a young age of about 20 this would make the evangelist 55 or older, more common views are that the apostles were about the same age as Jesus or his senior, by which reckoning an evangelist would be at least 70 at the writing of the earliest gospel.  These ages are well beyond the usual life-expectancy  in that culture at that period of history. 



	That much having been said, let us continue with a brief look at the generally accepted dating of the gospels. The most recent scholarship dates the gospels in the sequence of Mark, Matthew, Luke, John.  Mark is assumed to be the earliest and is dated to just after 70AD.  Matthew and Luke are dated sometime around 75-80, and John to anywhere between 90 and 120 AD. (It is to be recalled that the epistles are dated much earlier, generally to between 50-65 AD).

�







Terminology review







author - the person or persons who wrote/compiled a gospel



BC, BCE,/AD, CE - the first of each pair is the common dating terms, i.e. before

Christ and anno domini, the second is a mode used by many scholars more recently, read as Before the Common Era and Common Era. 



canon/canonical - those writings which were determined to be inspired and thus 

        included in the Bible as we have it



christology - similar to theology, but concerned specifically with an discernment 

of the role of Jesus as Christ and the understanding  of the term Christ from Old Testament times through the current era



Destruction of Temple - in 70AD the Romans sacked Jerusalem, thoroughly 

destroying  the Temple and most of the major buildings and fortifications of the city. This was the end of Temple focused or priestly Judaism. It was the advent of rabbinical Judaism, the origin of all current forms of Judaism



epistle - the ‘letters’ of the apostles in the New Testament, the earliest written 

records of Christianity



eschatology- an understanding or study of the end-time and beliefs related to it



evangelist - the apostle to whom a gospel is attribute, ‘according to’ whose 

authority it was written



Infancy Narratives - the stories of Jesus’ birth and childhood, found only in 

Matthew and Luke



inspiration - divine influence in the writing of scripture



Little Apocalypse - a section in the Matthean gospel, (ch. 24-25, centered on the 

unique passage  found at 25:31-46) which relates an image of the final judgment



parallel - a passage in one gospel identical or similar to one in a different gospel











pericope - a segment of scripture which can stand alone, such as a parable 



“Q” - from the German word ‘quelle’ meaning source, refers to a hypothetical 

          source used by Mark and Luke



redactor - a person (the evangelist ,the author, or an intermediate person) 

speculated to have handled the gospel material between the  original tradition and its current form for the purpose of arranging the material into a desired format or to bring out a particular concept(s).



scholars - this term is used here, unless noted otherwise, to refer to those 

biblical scholars  and theologians who are in the mainstream of current opinion 



synoptics - the first three gospels, because they can be ‘looked at together’











�





Part Two:	Where is ‘Q’ ?



	

	We come now to the question of where ‘Q’ is to be found within the canonical material.  There is only one way to determine this - to examine the synoptics for passages in which Mark and Luke are similar, but which do not have a parallel in Matthew. This is only the first step and we are by no means the first to travel this path. Nonetheless, let us commence as though we were so as to come to conclusions for ourselves. A useful tool for this endeavor is a volume which lays the synoptics side-by-side.





a walk through the gospels



 We begin with discarding from consideration the infancy narratives. We likewise pass the first six verses of the third chapter of both Mark and Luke, as they have parallels in the first chapter of Matthew (as well as the first  chapter of John) , indicating a tradition common to all the evangelists.  We find our first candidate for Q in Matt. 3:7-10 and Luke 3:7-9.



 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadduccees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit 

worthy of repentance.  Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.



� John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, 



“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 

‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”



��







Our next possible Q pericope is in the Temptation. Although Mark also has a Temptation scene, it is very brief, containing no details of the interaction between Jesus and the devil.  These elements are in the other two synoptics, but in different order.



and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 

But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 

       from the mouth of God.’ ”

 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 

 saying to him, “If you are the

 Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,

        ‘He will command his angels   

  concerning you,’  

and ‘On their hands they will 

 bear you up, so  that you will not       

 dash your foot   against a stone.’ 

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 

showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor;

and he said to him, 

“All these I will give you, 







if you will fall down and worship me.”  

Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! 

for it is written,

‘Worship the Lord your

God, and serve only him.’ ”



 Then the devil left him,

Mat. 4:1-11�and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 

 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ 





 Then the devil  took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’

and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’  Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”

 Then the devil  led him up and 

showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 

And the devil  said to him,

 “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 

If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.”

 Jesus answered him, 

“It is written,

‘Worship the Lord your 

      God, and serve only him.’ “ When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 

Lk. 4:1-3, 9-12, 4-8, 13��





Perhaps the largest body of parallel which may belong to Q is found within the Sermon on the Mount/Plain. We  begin with segments of the Beatitudes.



Blessed are the poor

 in spirit,

 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 



Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be satisfied.



Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely on my account.



Rejoice and be glad,

 for your reward is great in heaven, 

for so men persecuted the prophets who were before you.

(Mt. 5:3,6, 11-12)�Blessed are you poor,



 for yours is the kingdom of God. 



Blessed are you that hunger now, 



for you shall be satisfied.



Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they exclude you and revile you and cast out your name as evil,

 on account of the Son of man!



Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, 

for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets.

(Lk. 6:20-23)��

As can be seen, these passages have some differences. These are minor alterations and are among what is considered redaction, changes made from the original tradition in order to reflect the theology of the evangelist or author. 



After this is a saying concerning salt that is paralleled in Mark. However, the light of the world saying is not in Mark.



“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.



No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket,

        but on the lampstand, 

        and it gives light to all in the house. 

     













       In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

Mat. 3:14-16�





“No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar,  but on the lampstand 

so that those who enter may see the light.  

Your eye is the lamp of your body. If your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light; but if it is not healthy, your body is full of darkness.  Therefore consider whether the light in you is not darkness.  

If then your whole body is full of light, with no part of it in darkness, it will be as full of light as when a lamp gives you light with its rays.”

Lk. 11:33��

One can see that there is only one core sentence of shared tradition in this saying.  Upon further searching, we find that this saying is also in Luke 8:16 and, to our surprise, in Mark, 4:21. We must no longer consider this saying as Q material, but more likely as an original saying of Jesus, as it is attested to four times in the synoptic gospels.



The next Q  candidate is found in a saying on justice. 



Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court  with him,



 or your accuser may hand you over to the judge,

 and the judge to the guard, 



and you will be thrown into prison. 

Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.

Mat. 52:5-26�Thus, when you go with your accuser before a magistrate, on the way make an effort to settle the case, 

or you may be dragged before the judge,

 and the judge hand you over to the officer,

 and the officer throw you in prison. 

 I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the very last penny.”

Lk. 12:58-59��

We note, however, that Matthew includes this saying in the Sermon, whereas Luke has it in a section concerned with the final judgment.



We next have a sequence of sayings concerning the treatment of others.



But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; 

        and if anyone wants to sue you    

and  take your coat, 

        give your cloak as well; 



Give to everyone who begs from you, 

and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.



But I say to you, 

Love your enemies 





and pray for those who persecute you, 



For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  

And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 











 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Mat. 5:39b-40,42,44, 46-48�If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; 

and from anyone who takes away your coat 

do not withhold even your shirt.  



Give to everyone who begs from you; 

and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again.

“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies,

        do good to those who hate you,  

         bless those who curse you, 

         pray for those who abuse you. 





If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 

If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.  

If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 



Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Lk. 6:2930, 27-28, 32-34,36��

A brief word on the term ‘perfect’ as used in Matthew’s passage. The Greek is teleios and bears a sense of being complete, rather than ‘perfect’ as in ‘without flaw’, or ‘ideal’.



Another pericope which may be derived from Q is the Lord’s prayer, or at least a short form of it.



“Pray then in this way:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name.

 Your kingdom come.

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our debts,

as we also have forgiven our debtors.

 And do not bring us to the time of trial, 

but rescue us from the evil one. 

        Mat. 6:9-13�

He said to them, “When you pray, say:

      Father,

     hallowed be your name.

 Your kingdom come. 

 

Give us each day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.

And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 

  Lk. 11:2-4��

In accord with the most common practice in Biblical scholarship we would read Luke’s version as the one nearer to the original, and suppose Matthew to have elaborated upon it.



We have arrived now at a very lengthy section of parallels which may be Q material. Almost all of the remainder of chapter 6 and most of chapter 7 as well as parts of  8 of Matthew find common points in Luke.



 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust  consume and where thieves break in and steal;  but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.

 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Mat. 6:19-21

�Sell your possessions, and give alms. 



Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 



 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Lk. 12:33-34

��There is only the one identical sentence in this section, but the references to treasure in heaven linked with a moth consuming give us cause to suspect a common link for the entire quote.



“The eye is the lamp of the body. 

So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body 

will be full of darkness.

 If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

Mat. 6:22-23

�Your eye is the lamp of your body. If your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light; but if it is not healthy, your body 

is full of darkness. 

 Therefore consider whether the light in you is not darkness. 

Lk. 11:34-36��Here again the words are not identical, but so similar that discrepancies are attributed to the writers’ specific interpretation.



“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth Mat. 6:24

�No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”  Lk. 16:13��	This quote is a prime candidate, being absent from Mark and identical here.









“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink,  or about your body, what you will wear. 

Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 

 Look at the birds of the air; 

they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 

Are you not of more value than they?  And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 

And why do you worry about clothing? 



Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin,  yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?

 Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’  

For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things;

 and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness,

 and all these things will be given to you as well.

 Mat. 6:25-33

�He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, 

or about your body, what you will wear. 

 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.  Consider the ravens:

 they neither sow nor reap, 

they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. 

Of how much more value are you than the birds! And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 

 If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest? 

 Consider the lilies, 

how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;  yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 

And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying.  

For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father 

knows that you need them.  Instead, strive for his  kingdom,

 

and these things will be given to you as well.

Lk. 12:22-31

��	This is a long quote, but the degree of coincidence here is significant. The elements which are not identical are, as in the majority of  such cases in the Sermon on the Mount/Plain, considered to be the result of redaction by the author due to his specific christology.



“Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.  















For with the judgment you make you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. 



Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s  eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?  Or how can you say to your neighbor, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ 



while the log is in your own eye?  



You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s  eye.

Mat. 7:1-6

�

 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; 

do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven;  give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; 

for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”







Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s  eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye? Or how can you say to your neighbor, ‘Friend, let me take out the speck in your eye,’

 when you yourself do not see the log in your own eye?

 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.

Lk. 6:37-42��	The issues of judgment and hypocrisy are ones we will find to be prevalent in the Q material.



Ask, and it will be given you; search, “and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.  Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for

 bread, will give a stone?  Or 

if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? 











 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him!

Mat. 7:7-11

�“So I say to you, 

Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who,



 if your child asks for  a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 

 If you then, who are evil, know 







how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit  to those who ask him!”

Lk. 11:9-13��	The above passage is one which we will examine more closely for parallels in other scripture.





In everything

do to others as you would have them do to you;

for this is the law and the prophets.

Mat. 7:12

�

Do to others as you would have them do to you.



Lk.6:31

��	This is a rendition of what is commonly referred to as the Golden Rule. It will also bear a closer examination.











“Enter through the narrow gate;

 for the gate is wide and the road is easy  that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it.  For the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who find it.

Mat. 7:13-14

�Someone asked him, “Lord, will only a few be saved?” He said to them,

  “Strive to enter through the narrow      

     door; 

   







      for many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able.

Lk. 13:23-24

��	Here we find that the core parallel is only a few words, ‘enter through the narrow door/gate”.  It is only this much that we will include in our final analysis of Q material.























You will know them by their fruits.





 Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? 



In the same way, every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 

       Mat. 7:16-18�“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit;  for each tree is known by its own fruit.

 Figs are not gathered from thorns, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. 

 The good person out of the good treasure of the heart produces good, and the evil person out of evil treasure produces evil; 

      Lk. 6:43-45a��	



      This passage is of great interest. We will need to examine its counterparts in other early Christian writings as well as its possible origins in Wisdom literature.



“Not everyone who

 says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’

 will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 

        Mat. 7:21

�“Why do you

 call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ 



and do not do what I tell you?



Lk.6:46

��	This is a curious parallel. The only exact correspondence is the term of address, however, the general sentiment is in accord between the two passages. Our question will be whether this is sufficient to include it as Q material or if it should be allocated to a common oral tradition.



On that day many will say to me, 



‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of power in your name?’  

Then I will declare to them,

 ‘I never knew you; 

       go away from me, you evildoers.’

       Mat. 7:22-23

�Then you will begin to say, 



‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 





But he will say, 

‘I do not know where you come from; go away from me, all you evildoers!’ 

Lk. 13:26-27

��

	The question which arises with this passage is what its original context may have been. It is the last sentence of the pericope which is a true parallel. The remainder is quite different, even though both passages refer to the prior relationship between Jesus and those called ‘evildoers’.



“Everyone then who 



hears these words of mine and acts on them 

will be like a wise man who built his house 

on rock.

 The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. 

And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them

will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand.

 The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!”

       Mat. 7:24-27�I will show you what someone is like who comes to me,              hears my words,                         and acts on them. 

That one is like a man building a house, who dug deeply and laid the foundation on rock; 

when a flood arose, the river burst against that house but could not shake it,

because it had been well built.



 But the one who hears and does not act 



is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the river burst against it, immediately it fell, 

   and great was the ruin of that       

   house.”    

   Lk. 6:47-49��

	This parable style pericope has a ring to it of wisdom literature. We will need to determine if it has a source in those scriptures or if we can place it as Q material. The terminology of  hearing also reminds us of the non-canonical Gospel of Thomas, to which we shall make reference in our next phase of study.







 When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, 

also in John, except son is healed

appealing to him  and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in terrible distress.”  And he said to him, “I will come and cure him.”















 The centurion answered, 

“Lord,

 I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; 



 

but only speak the word, and my servant will be healed. 

 For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, “Come, and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.” When Jesus heard him, he was amazed 

and said to those who followed him, 

“Truly I tell you, in no one  in Israel have I found such faith. 

 I tell you, many will come from east and west and will eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven,  while the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you according to your faith.” And the servant was healed in that hour.

        Mat. 8:5-13

�After Jesus  had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum 

A centurion there had a slave whom he valued highly, and who was ill and close to death.  When he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and heal his slave. When they came to Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy of having you do this for him,  for he loves our people, and it is he who built our synagogue for us.” And Jesus went with them, but when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof;  therefore I did not presume to come to you.

 But only speak the word, and let my servant be healed. 

 For I also am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ 



and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.”  When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him,

 and turning to the crowd that followed him, he said, 

“I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.”  



















When those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good health.

Lk. 7:1-10

��

This is a rather long passage and the parallels are far from precise. It is also uncommon for such narrative passages to be found in the Q material. This leaves us with the question of an alternate source or an exception to the standard definition of Q as a ‘sayings’ material.

























A scribe then approached and said, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” 

 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 

 Another of his disciples said to him, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  But Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.”

Mat 8:18-21

�As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”

 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”  

To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus  said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Lk 9:57-60��This is actually two sayings, one concerning the Son of Man and the other concerning the ‘dead bury the dead’. We will want to deal with them separately in the next stage of our analysis. There is a collection of similarly short sayings scattered through chapter 10 of Matthew with their Lukan parallels



      Then he said to his disciples, 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the

Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

Mat. 9:37-38

�And he said to them, 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

Lk. 10:2��And if any one will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town.







Truly, I say to you, it shall be more tolerable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.

Mat. 10:14-15�Whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you; nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near.’

I tell you, it shall be more

tolerable on that day 

for Sodom

than for that town.

Lk. 10:10-12��

Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves;

Mat. 10:16

�Go your way; 

behold I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves.

Lk. 10:3�� What I say to you

 in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, 



proclaim from the housetops. 



Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; 





rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 





 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.  

And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows

10:27-31�     Therefore whatever you have said 

    in the dark will be heard in the light,         

    and what you have whispered      

    behind closed doors will be 

    proclaimed from the housetops.

 “I tell you, my friends, 

do not fear those who kill the body, and after that can do nothing more. 

But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority  to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him!  

Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s sight.  

But even the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

12:3-7

��

 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.

 







For I have come to set a man against his father,



and a daughter against her mother,





and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.

�

 Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? 

No, I tell you, but rather division! 



From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; they will be divided:

father against son

and son against father,

mother against daughter

and daughter against mother,

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law

and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.



��Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 

10:37�“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 

(14:26)

��These last two seem to be quite contrary to our image of Jesus and of early Christianity. We will look in other potential sources for a resolution to this dilemma.



When John heard in prison what the Messiah  was doing, he sent word by his  disciples  and said to him, 

“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 

















 Jesus answered them, 

“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”



11:2-6

�The disciples of John reported all these things to him. So John summoned two of his disciples  and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”  When the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ ”  Jesus  had just then cured many people of diseases, plagues, and evil spirits, and had given sight to many who were blind.  

And he answered them, 

“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news brought to them. 

And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”



7:18-23���

        As they went away, 

         Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?  What then did you go out to see? Someone  dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes

        are in royal palaces. 

       What then did you go out to see? A prophet?  Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  This is the one about whom it is written,

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’

 Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 

yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

11:7-11

�

 When John’s messengers had gone, 

Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?  What then did you go out to see? Someone  dressed in soft robes? Look, those who put on fine clothing and live in luxury are in royal palaces. 

What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  This is the one about whom it is written,

      ‘See, I am sending my 

       messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’

 I tell you, among those

 born of women no one is 

greater than John;

 yet the least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 

7:24-28��

















For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him,

 but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.

21:32

�(And all the people who heard this, including 



the tax collectors, acknowledged the justice of God, because they had been baptized with John’s baptism.  But by refusing to be baptized by him, the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God’s purpose for themselves.)

7:29-30













��From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence,  and the violent take it by force. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John came; and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come.  

Let anyone with ears listen!

11:12-15

�“The law and the prophets were in effect until John came; since then the good news of the kingdom of God is proclaimed, and everyone tries to enter it by force. 

16:16��





 “But to what will I compare this generation?



 It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,

 ‘We played the flute for you,      

    and you did not dance;

       we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

 For John came

 neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 



 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 

‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

11:16-19

�

 “To what then will I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? 

They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another,

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not weep.’

 For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon’, 

 the Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by all her children.”

7:31-35��























Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had been done, because they did not repent. 

“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 

         But I tell you, on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you.  And you, Capernaum, �will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be brought down to Hades.

For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 

But I tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.”

11:20-24



� 









“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the 

deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon,

they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.  But at the

      judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you.  And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be brought down to Hades.



1









        I tell you, on that day it will be        

       more tolerable for Sodom than for    

      that town.



10:13-15��

At that time Jesus said, 



“I thank  you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants;  yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

11:25

�At that same hour Jesus  rejoiced in the Holy Spirit  and said, 

“I thank  you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

10:21

��

 “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it wanders through waterless regions looking for a resting place, but it finds none. Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ When it comes, it finds it empty, swept, and put in order. Then it goes and brings along seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and live there; and the last state of that person is worse than the first.

 So will it be also with this evil generation.”

12:43-45� “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it wanders through waterless regions looking for a resting place, but not finding any, it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ When it comes, it finds it swept and put in order.  Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and live there; and the last state of that person is worse than the first.”



Lk. 11:24-26��





For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster,

 so for three days and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth. 

The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something greater than Solomon is here! 

The people of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is here!

12:40,42,41�For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh,



 so the Son of Man will be to this generation.



 The queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the people of this generation and condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something greater than Solomon is here! The people of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is here!

11:30-32��



















But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. Truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.

 13:16-17







He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven which a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”  13.33�Then turning to the disciples, Jesus said to them privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see!

 For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.”

10:23-24





And again he said, “To whom shall I compare the kingdom of God?  It is like leaven which a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.” 13.20-21��



within 17:20

if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed�within 17:6

if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed��





What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 





So it is not the will of your  Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.

18:12-14�So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

15:3-7��

 



“If another member of the church sins against you,  go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 

18:15�







Be on your guard! If another disciple  sins, you must rebuke the offender, and if there is repentance, you must forgive. 

   17:3��

  Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church  sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”  

Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

18:21�

And if the same person sins against you seven times a day, 





and turns back to you seven times and says, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive.”

17:4��















“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self- indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup,  so that the outside also may become clean.





“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. It is these you ought to have practiced without neglecting the others.

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which on the outside look beautiful, but inside they are full of the bones of the dead and of all kinds of filth





They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them.

 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous, and you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 

Thus you testify against yourselves that you are descendants of those who murdered the prophets.  Fill up, then, the measure of your ancestors.  You snakes, you brood of vipers! How can you escape being sentenced to hell?  

Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to town, 

 so that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, 



from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar.  

Truly I tell you, all this will come upon this generation.





“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you lock people out of the kingdom of heaven. For you do not go in yourselves, and when others are going in, you stop them.



 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cross sea and land to make a single convert, and you make the new convert twice as much a child of hell  as yourselves.



23:25-26,23,27,4,29-36,13� While he was speaking, a Pharisee invited him to dine with him; so he went in and took his place at the table. The Pharisee was amazed to see that he did not first wash before dinner. Then the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. You fools! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also?  So give for alms those things that are within; and see, everything will be clean for you.

 “But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and herbs of all kinds, and neglect justice and the love of God; it is these you ought to have practiced, without neglecting the others.



Woe to you! For you are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them without realizing it.”



One of the lawyers answered him, “Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us too.” And he said, “Woe also to you lawyers! For you load people with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not lift a finger to ease them.  

Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your ancestors killed.  So you are witnesses and approve of the deeds of your ancestors; for they killed them, and you build their tombs. 





















 Therefore also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and persecute,’  so that this generation may be charged with the blood of all the prophets shed since the foundation of the world, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the sanctuary. 

Yes, I tell you, it will be charged against this generation.  







Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge; you did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.”



11:37-42,44-52��

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you, desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”

23:27-39�



Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’

       13:34-35��



“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come.

 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 



The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.  Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 

Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; 







so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

        22:2-10�Then Jesus said to him, 



“Someone gave a great dinner and invited many.  At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.’  But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of land, and I must go out and see it; please accept my regrets.’  Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please accept my regrets.’  Another said, ‘I have just been married, and therefore I cannot come.’  So the slave returned and reported this to his master. 

Then the owner of the house became angry 



and said to his slave, 





‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ And the slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.’ Then the master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in,

 so that my house may be filled. 

For I tell you,  none of those who were invited will taste my dinner.’ 

       14:16-24��





So, if they say to you, ‘Look! He is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look! He is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

24:26-28�They will say to you, ‘Look there!’ or

‘Look here!’ 

Do not go, do not set off in pursuit. For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day.

17:23-24��





 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the 

Son of Man.  For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark,  and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, 













so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

24:37-39�Just as it was in the days of Noah, so too it will be in the days of the Son of Man. They were eating and drinking, and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed all of them. 

Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot: they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, but on the day that Lot left Sodom, it rained fire and sulfur from heaven and destroyed all of them  —it will be like that on the day that the Son of Man is revealed. 

17:26-30

��

Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.  Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 

24:40-41�



There will be two women grinding meal together; one will be taken and the other left.”

17:35

��

But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

24:43-44� “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, 

he

 would not have let his house be broken into.  

You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

12:39-40��



“Who then is the faithful and wise slave, whom his master has put in charge of his household, to give the other slaves  their allowance of food at the proper time?  Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at work when he arrives.  Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his possessions.  But if that wicked slave says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’ and he begins to beat his fellow slaves, and eats and drinks with drunkards,  the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour that he does not know. 

He will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

24:45-51�And the Lord said, 

“Who then is the faithful and prudent manager whom his master will put in charge of his slaves, to give them their allowance of food at the proper time?  Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at work when he arrives.  Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his possessions.  But if that slave says to himself, ‘My master is delayed in coming,’ and if he begins to beat the other slaves, men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk,  the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour that he does not know, and will cut him in pieces,  and put him with the unfaithful. 

12:42-46��

 











For it is as if a man, going on a journey, 

summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them;  to one he gave five talents,  to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 

The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 

After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 







Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 

And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.”  Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master,



 I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents..







 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

25:14-28,30

�As they were listening to this, he went on to tell a parable, because he was near Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately.  So he said, “A nobleman went to a distant country to get royal power for himself and then return. He summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them ten pounds,  and said to them, ‘Do business with these until I come back.’ 

But the citizens of his country hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to rule over us.’ 















When he returned, having received royal power, he ordered these slaves, to whom he had given the money, to be summoned so that he might find out what they had gained by trading. 

The first came forward and said, ‘Lord, your pound has made ten more pounds.’ 







He said to him, ‘Well done, good slave! Because you have been trustworthy in a very small thing, take charge of ten cities.’ 





Then the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your pound has made five pounds.’ 



He said to him, ‘And you, rule over five cities.’ 









Then the other came, saying, ‘Lord, here is your pound. I wrapped it up in a piece of cloth,  for I was afraid of you, because you are a harsh man; you take what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’  







He said to him, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked slave! You knew, did you, that I was a harsh man, taking what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow? Why then did you not put my money into the bank? Then when I returned, I could have collected it with interest.’ He said to the bystanders, ‘Take the pound from him and give it to the one who has ten pounds.’ (And they said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten pounds!’)  

But as for these enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring them here and slaughter them in my presence.’ ”

19:11-25,27

��



‘Q’ reconstructed



	Once we have reviewed all the comparisons available for the various elements of what might be Q we are left with the following ‘source’ for the common sayings of Matthew and Luke.





John said to them “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”



And afterwards Jesus was famished. The tempter said to him : “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 

 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ”



 Then the devil  took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’



Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ 



 Then the devil  led him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world.

“All these I will give you, if  will worship me.”  

	Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only

	 him.’ Then the devil left him.



Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 

Blessed are you that hunger, for you shall be satisfied.



Blessed are you when men revile you on my account. Rejoice for your reward is great in heaven; for so men did to the prophets.



Come to terms quickly with your accuser or your accuser may hand you over to the judge,  and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 

Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.





If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and if anyone wants to take your coat,  give your cloak as well. Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.



 I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.



He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father,  hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 



Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.





“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!



“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.



Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink,  or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap  nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 



Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin,  yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?



And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying.  For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that you need them.  Instead, strive for his  kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.



Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.  



Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s  eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?  Or how can you say to your neighbor, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ while the log is in your own eye?  You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s  eye.



Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for  a fish, will give a snake?



If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him!





Do to others as you would have them do to you.



Strive to enter through the narrow door;   for many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able.



Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? 



Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I tell you?”

You will say ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets. Did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of power in your name?’  

Then I will declare to you, ‘I never knew you;  go away from me, you evildoers.’



	One then who 



One who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock.  The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!”





When he entered Capernaum, a centurion appealed to him to home and heal his slave.

And Jesus  said to him, “I will come and cure him.”

The centurion answered, “Lord,  I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; 

but only speak the word, and my servant will be healed.  For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, “Come, and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.”

 When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and said to those who followed him, “Truly I tell you, in no one  in Israel have I found such faith.”

 And the servant was healed in that hour.



Someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”

 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”  



Another said “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  But Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.”





And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”



And if any one will not receive you shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. I tell you, it shall be more tolerable on that day for Sodom than for that town.



Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.





What I say to you  in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, 

proclaim from the housetops. 

Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 

 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.  

And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows





Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! A man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. (Micah 7.6)



John heard and sent to ask : “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 

Jesus answered, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

	And they went away.



	Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?  What then did you go out to see? Someone  dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet?  Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’  Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence,  and the violent take it by force.



But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you,  and you did not dance;  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’  For John came  neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’;  the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 

‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds (children).”



Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.  But at the judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be brought down to Hades.12 I tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that town.



 At that time Jesus said, “I thank  you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants;  yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.





When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it wanders through waterless regions looking for a resting place, but it finds none. Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ When it comes, it finds it empty, swept, and put in order. Then it goes and brings along seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and live there; and the last state of that person is worse than the first.



For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be to this generation.  The queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the people of this generation and condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something greater than Solomon is here!  The people of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is here!



“Blessed are the eyes that see what you see!  For I tell you that many prophets desired to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.”



“The kingdom of heaven is like leaven which a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”



if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed



If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray?  And if he finds it he rejoices over it.



Be on your guard! If another disciple  sins, you must rebuke the offender, and if there is repentance, you must forgive. 



And if the same person sins against you seven times a day, and turns back to you seven times and says, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive.”



“Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness.

Woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and herbs of all kinds, and neglect justice and the love of God; it is these you ought to have practiced, without neglecting the others.

Woe to you! For you are like graves. For you load people with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not lift a finger to ease them.  Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets.



Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and scribes, some of you will kill and persecute,’ so that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be charged against this generation.

 Woe to you , for you have taken away the key of knowledge; you did not enter yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.”



“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’



	A man gave a banquet. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited, but they would not come.  They all began to make excuses and went away, one to his farm, another to his business.

Then he said to his slaves, “Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find.” So the house was filled with guests.





They will say to you, ‘Look there!’ or ‘Look here!’ Do not go out.

For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. There will be two women grinding meal together; one will be taken and the other left.”



But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.  You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”





Who then is the faithful and wise slave, whom his master has put in charge of his household, to give the other slaves their allowance of food at the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at work when he arrives. Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his possessions. But if that wicked slave says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’ and he begins to beat his fellow slaves, and eats and drinks with drunkards,  the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour that he does not know. He will cut him in pieces and put him with the unfaithful.



A man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them.

He summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them ten pounds,  and said to them, ‘Do business with these until I come back.’

After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.

The first came forward and said, ‘Lord, your pound has made ten more pounds.’ 17 He said to him, ‘Well done, good slave! you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things.”

Then the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your pound has made five pounds.’

His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things.”

Then the last one also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, so I was afraid, so I hid your money. Here you have what is yours.’

He said to him, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow. Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. Take the pound from him and give it to the one who has ten pounds.”

�



Part Three :  Who Used ‘Q’ ?





- the content and intent of the text



	We have come this far.  Our question now becomes one of purpose. That is,  what does this ‘source’ tell us about the early Christian community. What can we tell from this concerning their beliefs about Jesus and how they lived out those beliefs.



	The first step in making this determination is to categorize the contents of our  ‘source’.  We find first what we might refer to as a two-part Prologue composed of the witness of the Baptist and the Temptation of Christ. This section is packed in its theological import. If we look at the canonical gospels we find no other beginning with such a fierce warning.  Mark does begin with the Baptist, but  in a very peaceful scene, Matthew and Luke begin with the story of Jesus ‘ birth, and John highlights the divine nature of the Christ/Logos. This ‘source’, however, launches immediately into a warning to those who claim Abraham as their ancestor.  This is followed at once by the scene of Jesus’ temptation by Satan. This clearly identifies Jesus as divine, and demonstrates the challenges he overcomes and those with which his followers are to be faced.



	That this is the case is borne out by the three beatitudes which follow.  Jesus is tempted to change stone to bread, for which we find the blessing upon those who hunger.  Satan tempts Jesus to cast himself off a height, for which we have the blessing upon those who are reviled. Satan offers Jesus wealth and power, to which we find answer in the blessing upon the poor - theirs is the kingdom of God.  



	Yet more interesting are the dictums which follow, each advocating an attitude of charity. These culminate in the injunction to “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 



	The third section of our ‘source’ is a brief homily on treasure. These passage highlight the benefits of spiritual rather than material wealth and assure the audience that God will care for their physical needs if they seek a heavenly treasure.



	This is suitably followed by a section warning against judging others. So, those who seek this heavenly treasure are not to  broadcast their virtue, but to live  their beliefs quietly. They are to be to others as a parent to a child, as is God to them.  This section is summed up by the two saying which parenthesize it:  Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. and  Do to others as you would have them do to you.



	The fifth section is a bit longer and deals with discipleship.  It begins with an injunction to ‘enter through the narrow door’ and concludes with the lament that the laborers for the harvest are few. The warnings within this section are stringent, containing as they do the parable of the housebuilder and the story of the centurion in Capernaum, a  gentile whose faith was stronger than that of any in Israel. 



	This section flows easily into the next, which outlines the mission of the disciples.  They are sent as sheep among wolves to declare  Jesus’ teachings openly. They are not to fear death and are reminded with a quote from Micah  that the messiah brings division.



	We come now to what might be considered Part 2. We are again confronted with the Baptist (although the ‘source’ does not use that title). John sends to ask if Jesus is the messiah, the answer is given in the affirmative by way of reference to multiple messianic passages in Isaiah. The ‘source’ has not shown us but one miracle  done by Jesus, yet these multiple examples from prophecy are referred to as though these things have indeed been accomplished in Jesus’ ministry.  Jesus then bears witness to John’s mission and elaborates upon the theme which had been introduced by John in the prologue of this ‘source’.  Within this is the prayer offered by Jesus in which he clearly identifies his unique relationship to God.



	We next find a few disjointed sayings, beginning with ‘The kingdom of heaven is like leaven . . . ‘ and concluding with the injunction to forgive. It is probable that each of these properly belongs in some other section of our ‘source’. 



	The next section includes the lament over Jerusalem and the woes against the Pharisees.  It culminates with the parable of the banquet. This is clearly a denouncement of the leaders of Israel and all those who have failed to truly follow  the covenant. The parable indicates that these have rejected God’s invitation and that the reward to which they should have been entitled will be given to others, the Gentiles. 



	Again, a paired section follows. This part could be labeled ‘warnings’ as it contains three analogies for the suddenness with which the awaited kingdom of God/return of the Son  will appear.



	The source concludes with a final, difficult,  parable on discipleship. The difficulty of this parable lies in the final verse - ‘Take the pound form him and give it to the one who  has ten pounds’.  The most interesting aspect of the parable is the repeated reference to the owner reaping where he has not sown. This could easily be an analogy for the response of the Gentiles to the mission of Christ (reaping) even though the covenant had been given to Israel (sowing).





	



- the Christ of ‘Q’



What, then, is the picture of Jesus drawn by our ‘source’? He is clearly identified as the Messiah, even though we have no miraculous narratives of his birth or of his passion and resurrection. He is introduced, by the words of Satan in the temptation narrative, as the Son of God. 



The references to Isaiah in the reply to John’s question, ‘Are you the one . . . “ clearly indicate that the writer of this ‘source’ believed Jesus to be the fulfillment of the messianic promise. Finally, Jesus’ prayer after the woes against the cities indicates his unique relationship to God. 



I would argue that the lack of a birth or passion narrative does not indicate that Jesus was seen by the author of this source as merely a sage or prophet. Rather, the text shows quite clearly that he was indeed believed to be the messiah. Does the omission of reference to the resurrection indicate that the author did not hold that as an article of faith? No, as one cannot prove a negative. We could just as easily argue that it was such a central part of his belief that he did not feel compelled to record it, as he recorded only one miracle ( and that as a demonstration of Gentile faith) even though he apparently had knowledge of many as is seen in the reply to John cited above.  



The Jesus of Q is indeed the Christ. He is attested to as a sage, a prophet and a miracle-worker.  He is also clearly named as Son of God. 



 



the community of ‘Q’ 



	What can we learn from this text about a community which may have used it as their gospel? First, they were almost certainly Gentiles. This is evidenced by the multiple attacks against Israelites and particularly their leadership. 
At least as telling is the example of 
 the centurion of Capernaum, a Gent
i
l
e 
w
hose faith was greater than any in Israel.
 
W
e could even argue 
that the wise versus the infants
 o
f
 Jesus
’
 prayer
 is an ana
logy for Isr
a
e
l versus the Gentiles.





	The 
community
 
of Q was pers
e
cuted
 (beatitu
d
e
 on the reviled, love those who persecute you, sheep in t
he midst of wolves,  do not fear those who kill the body, 
 
I
 
come to bring division). 















	The community of Q 
practiced a faith  which entailed prayer,
 
 charity and 



m
issionary activity. 
 They were not a wealthy community, nor did they strive after worldly goods, 
although
 they 
seem to have needed reminding that this was their vocation.
 They were aware of 
the
 
mission and community 
 of John 
the Baptist. 
Repentance
 
and
 forgiveness were central to their practice of their faith
.  They expected the immanent return of the Son of Man and the coming of the kingdom of Go
d.  Their discipleship was not to be a closed community, but was to be spread and shared i
f it was to have any worth (final parable). 








	We find, then, that the community of Q was very much 
what
 
we would expect of an early Christian community.  The
y
 accepted Jesus as the Messiah and th
e Son of God, their discipleship was missionary,
 they were not wealthy, they preached a life of charity, 
 and they were persecuted for their bel
i
e
fs
. 
Their gospel may have been a
 
simple one, but it was not one which differed in any great way
 from those which have been handed down to us.





	
























� For an excellent chart of the development of the NT canon, see Walton, Robert C. Chronological and Background Charts of Church History Zondervan, 1986, charts 7-8

� The different approach of the fourth gospel is noticed immediately in the ‘prologue’: In the beginning was the Word . . .”

� None of this need imply any refutation of divine inspiration , it only leads us to see that inspiration as an influence which extended over a period of  years.
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