THE POWER OF THE FAMILY SWORD

By: Galen H. Muhammad

PART 2


We were surrounded by hundreds of soldiers. The metal file cabinets were giving us cover for the time being, but it wasn't enough to keep us safe for another minute. Keith screamed over the noise of the laser blast, " We need some short-range weapons". Everyone turned to look at me. I said, " Ok, fine, you all should have brought your own stuff, so you wouldn't have to depend on me". I handed out my weapons and kept my sword. It must have some kind of mystical powers in it. I shot my plasma shell into the enemies' ranks, as the others stared in shock, we jumped out from behind the cabinets and whooped tail. I loaded a light shell, and then told my team to cover their eyes. I closed my eyes then fired the light shell. As it ripped through the enemies it blinded everyone. Elijah used his bladed staff to hold back more soldiers from coming to the rescue and Taj with my scythe helped him. Jennifer and Keith went through the enemy ranks and terrorized with their nun chucks and quick poison-tipped shurikens (ninja stars). I said, " You all barely left anybody for me to kill, I want to have fun to, oh well". I pulled out my sword and finished off anyone else that was still blinded or alive.


We went down the hall towards the generator and destroyed it. All the power went out. Elijah asked, " Galen, why did we just do that, now we can't even see our own hands in front of our face". I sneered, " You need to learn how to trust me". I put on my visor and I could see everything in night vision mode. I reached into my bag and pulled out four more headsets. I handed one to each of my friends. Jennifer said, " This is cool, now we can sneak in further without being detected".  


A wall broke near us and I shielded my eyes from the dust. I could see one of those robots that the commander was talking about. It zoomed around blindly for a couple of seconds then a back compartment opened up and revealed a pack of missiles. I heard Keith curse loudly. We had to think quickly or this mission will be over sooner than we thought. I whipped out my EPG and loaded it with fire shell. As I was doing that a missile was fire in Taj's direction. I shot the fire blast at the missile, but it missed and flew past it, luckily the missile followed. I said, " Their heat-seeking missiles, try to find things that generate heat. Jennifer said, " Why don't you just fire a EPG shells at the robot". I replied, " I don't think I'll have time, it's preparing to fire again, get behind something quick". We started spreading out in the huge room and threw things at the approaching missiles. I thought back to my previous mission and remembered the shield my gloves can generate. I smacked my forehead. Why didn't I remember that sooner, arrgh, I'm so stupid.  


I loaded an electric shell into my EPG and jumped out from behind my hiding place. Keith yelled, " Galen what are you doing." Taj replied with a similar response, " Galen what are you trying to do kill yourself." I yelled, " I know what I'm doing". I held out one of my hands and as a missile approached my shield went up. Everyone uncovered their eyes expecting to see me in pieces, but to their surprise I was still alive and taking aim with my EPG. I fired right into the missile compartment. The electricity ran through the robot and caused it to have a power surge just like knew it would; and then it blew up. I used my shield to protect us from the flying debris. I laughed maniacally then said; " I told you that you need to trust me more often." Elijah examined my gloves and said, " Aren't those the gloves your mother gave to you". I said yes then Taj said, " That must explain the shielding, your mother used to make those kind of shields, but she made a very special shield that was almost unstoppable." I exclaimed, " Cool! No one can stop me now, unless someone decides to do close combat which I seriously doubt, I have faith in my sword abilities." Keith asked, " Your a little to over confident and aren't we here for a reason, you know, destroy a military base or something like that." Jennifer said seriously, " That's right, come on, lets move out, we don't have much time before other robots come".  


I handed one of my gloves to Jennifer then said, " You might need that just in case". She smiled at me then we all climbed the stairs to the second floor. Did I mention there were two hundred steps on each floor? By the time we got to the 60th step I was exhausted. I said, " I must be out of shape of something, plus these shells and my backpack are heavy. I heard a noise upstairs and a voice said, " The intruders are on the stairs". I said, Damn, why me!" I loaded a leech shell and put in a special beam shell, which will cause the shell in front of it to a multiple effect. As the troops made their way down the stairs I fired the leech/all shell and the life force was drained out of all those who were hit. The absorbed energy was then transferred into my body. I was now beyond hyper-mode. I pulled out my sword and barreled up the stairs like a cheetah chasing its prey. After a minute my team joined me in finishing off the life drained soldiers. I put my sword back in its holder then said, " I feel better now lets go!" Jennifer said, " Galen wait, don't leave, well, at least don't leave me." I said, " Ok, hop on my back". Elijah yelled, " Hey, what about us." I said, " Your supposed to be a man, stop your crying and start climbing. I gave Jennifer a ride to the top and we waited for the others.


Ten minutes later, they reached the top and fell out into a pile. Taj gasped, " I'm going to kill you". I just laughed then said, " Ha! You have got to be kidding me, come on, we don't got all day." The lights came back on and we heard the sound of more robots. Keith said, " They must have had auxiliary power, just great!" My energy started to run down just as the robots arrived. This time they could see and there were a lot of them. I took off my visor so I could see well. All the robots looked like their soldier counter-parts. We pulled out our weapons. I looked at my sword closely for the first time. It had some kind of incantation on the side. I read it out to myself, " ti si I ohw sdloh eht rewop." My sword started to vibrate in my hands and it started glowing a shade of white. The robots were all destroyed in a sudden flash of light and I blacked out.

[Dream Sequence]


I awoke lying in a meadow, surrounded by trees in some sort of country scene. I heard a voice that seemed familiar, " Galen, you have awakened the true power of the sword which has been passed down to you, it is said that the one who summons the sword controls the fate of the world and is the only one who can control it properly. I stuttered, " F-f-father, is that you." The voice replied again, " Yes my son, it is I, this was to be my final message to you. I've been waiting for you to read the incantation every since my soul was brought into this sword along with the rest of your deceased family members. We'll be watching you Galen, goodbye my son." I said, " Wait, how will I know how to control the sword's power". He said, " Only time will tell." He then vanished and I saw the flash of light again.

[End Dream]


I opened my eyes and was staring up at my team. Keith said, " He's awake". Jennifer worried expression faded then she said, " Galen what happened". I answered, " I really don't know, but I my sword has some kind of mysterious powers and my father's soul is inside. Everyone looked at me like I was crazy. Taj said, " That nice, anyway you completely destroyed the robots troops before they had a chance to react, that was so cool". Jennifer helped me up and we continued on into the second floor. The power went out again and we now saw the laser light flooding the hallway ahead of us. I said, " Great, now what are we going to do, turn transparent and walk through the instant-death lasers. Elijah replied, " Sarcasm won't help us at all, lets find a way to get through or another way around". Taj sighed, " Well, now what, I don't see any laser emitters around here, they must be powered from somewhere else." I put on my visor and scanned the entire floor. I exclaimed, " There's a separate miniature power plants for each floor that runs the security and the robots, the one on this floor is past those lights". Jennifer said, " So genius, how are we going to get to it". I said, " Well I know that light reflects off of mirrors, so... One of us can go through the lasers with a mirror and use it to reflect the lights away from them." Elijah said, " That's a brilliant idea, but who is crazy enough to through there". Everyone looked around at someone else.

Then they all looked at me. I said, " oh no, not me, I'm not ready to die yet." Jennifer said, " As your commanding officer, I command you to go through with your plan, now". I cursed silently to myself, went through my backpack, and pulled out some of my big mirrors. I thought to myself, " Why did I come up with this extremely stupid idea".


I walked up towards the laser and looked past them. It was a long way to the end; I might not make it. I placed one of the mirrors at the base of the fist laser and it reflected towards another part of the wall. I stepped past it and placed another laser, and so and so on...


I pulled out my still glowing sword and destroyed the laser generator thus disabling the laser lights. When everyone went through the hallway I said, " You all owe me big time for trying to risk my life." Jennifer said, " Only you were crazy enough to do it, plus it was a group decision". I said, " So I'm some kind of lab rat to test a hypothesis, yea that makes me feel wanted." I smiled then proceeded down the rest of the hall. As I rounded the corner, I was tackled by something hard. I got up dazed and saw that one of the robots had knocked me through a wall. I pulled out my EPG and prepared to fire, but nothing was there. I only turned my eyes away for a second. Was it invisible? I was knocked to the ground by an invisible force. I fire my plasma shell into the empty space in front of me. A part of the blast grazed something and an arm fell to the floor. I thought to myself, " Where ever he is now, he ain't happy". I pulled out my sword. I looked at the bottom of the sword and saw something I didn't see before. It had a compartment for a gun or something. I loaded my EPG with a light shell and I carefully placed my EPG inside the compartment. I heard a snap, which I guess, meant it was now locked in. I pulled the trigger and the whole room lit up with light. I quickly put my visor on to shield my eyes from the intense light. I could clearly see the robot. It was rolling around on its wheels looking for me. I loaded my EPG with a lightning shell and fired it and my sword glowed a bright yellow. I pointed my sword at the crazed robot and pressed the trigger. My sword shot out a lightning blast at the robot and it exploded. My friends arrived, late as usual. I asked, " Where were you people, I had o fight an invisible enemy while you all took a coffee break." Keith exclaimed, " We were too busy to find you, we didn't even notice you were gone until we finished off the troops". I sighed then said, " Taj, you go first". He didn't resist; he took the lead.  


We found the next "endless" staircase and proceeded up. Elijah said, " This is the last floor, the ring leader must be up here". I said, " I guess he's surprised that we got rid of his clowns. I laughed at me own joke. Jennifer said, " According to the scanner, this floor is loaded with guards, even too much for us". I said, “ I know how to handle this". I reached into my bag and pulled out a stun grenade. I pulled the pin and threw it into the door in front of us. We pulled out our gas mask as the entire floor was clouded with gas. As the smoke cleared it seemed that everything on this floor was asleep. I pulled out my EPG and loaded it with a leech shell and drained all the energy from the soldiers.  


As we proceeded to the main office a horde of robots zoomed in front of us. I thought, " Uh oh, I forgot robots don't breathe, this is bad". I was super-charged from the drained energy and I pulled out my mind-controlled four-way shuriken. I made it fly towards the robots. I sliced through a few of them, but one of the bigger ones caught it and crushed it in its hands. We pulled out our weapons, but they pulled out their missiles. I said, " Why can't they just die quietly". They launched their missiles. I said, " Uhh, Jennifer I need you up here to block these missiles. As the missile neared us Jennifer and I blocked them with the gloves. I loaded my only death shell in my EPG/sword and fired it at the robots. As the blast approached the robots seemed to evaporate into thin air. Everyone thanked for saving his or her carcasses again.


We broke down the door to the office and it was empty. A voice ran out over the speaker phone, " I see you have fallen in to my trap, as I speak the air is being depressurized and the air will be replaced by carbon dioxide. So long Galen, say hello to your parents for me." I yelled, " Kikoya, I should have known it was you, I'll get you for this". Kikoya said over speaker, " Don't waste your breath, you're going to need it, Hahahahaha!" Keith said, " We have to get out of her now!" The door, which we used to enter, was now covered with titanium reinforcement and an EPG reflector. Taj said, " Galen why don't you just break down the door". I said, " The door has an EPG reflector, if I shoot it's going to bounce all over the room and possibly hit or kill one of us. Jennifer said, " Lets try the window". We walked to the window and looked down. It was a 10-story drop and even if we somehow survived, there were robots and soldiers down there. Elijah yelled, look for a secret exit or something, Kikoya got out somehow. Taj looked behind the desk and saw a button, he pushed it and a wall opened up. He was about to cheer when one of those machine gun emplacements started shooting inside the room. 


Most of the air was already gone. I looked around for something to break the window with. I looked bullet and laser proof, and most likely EPG proof; but I wonder if... I said, " Jennifer shoot the window with your buster rifle." She did so and the window melted away. At least we can breathe now. An alarm sounded and the wall broke and another horde of robots flooded in with missiles out and ready. I got an idea. I yelled, " Everyone, out the window". I ran towards the window and jumped out. Everyone else followed. Elijah yelled, " Now what". I yelled, " Shoot your strongest weapon at the ground, the recoil should lighten out fall, plus it will kill everyone down below. We started firing at the ground and my plan was working, but we were still falling too fast. I pulled out my sword and put my EPG inside again. I heard my father's voice, " Use the power of the sword Galen, you know what to do". I said to no one, " Right!" I said, " Everyone grab on to me." I said the first words that came to my head, " Arai Umi!" I pulled the trigger on my empty EPG and a powerful blast shot out continuously. We coasted safely to the ground like feathers, unharmed. I couldn't say the same to the awaiting troops that were below us.


Several star ships were pulling into the air. I said, " Oh no, you are not getting away that easy." I ran towards my air fighter and everyone else followed. As I jumped inside I pressed the converter button and my converted into an ultra hi-tech robot like in the anime shows. I extracted my beam saber out of the robot's forearm and pulled out my robots maximized EPG that I made myself. The main starship stopped flying and faced my direction. I said through intercom, " So, you finally want to fight me and face your destiny; death." Kikoyas faced appeared on my view screen. She said, " You have been haunting me for too long, your end will come here Galen". Her star ship changed into a robot almost similar to mine. The artificial air whistled by as the two of us stood there. Her robot pulled out its heat staff. I charged forward with my saber outstretched. She just stood there and looked at me, as I swung my sword, and she teleported. My radar found her again and I swung again, but she teleported again. I yelled. " Stop being a coward." She exclaimed, " If that's what you want, so be it." I turned quickly and put my sword up in defense as your staff came down on me. She kept teleporting and attacking; it was like she had a certain pattern. She swung at me and nearly slashed my arm off. I said, " You messed up my new paint job, you're going to pay for that". I figured out her pattern; I turned at an eighty-five degree angle made a vertical slice. My sword came down right on top of the robots head. My sword continued down to the torso, near the control panel where Kikoya sat, she stopped my sword with her staff. She literary screamed, " I will not be defeated by the likes of you". She held out her staff and it extended. I barely moved out the way as it sliced my arm off. Sparks flew out of my half severed arm. I couldn't use my sword anymore. " I'm going to have to pay a lot of money for this damage when I get home!," I exclaimed. Kikoya laughed, " That is, if you even leave this planet." She swung her staff again, but I kicked it out of her hand. She dived to retrieve it. I sad, " Oh no you don't." I aimed my mega EPG at her central command center and fired. A huge plasma beam flew out and blew a giant hole in her robot. I looked inside and saw Kikoya barely breathing or moving. She spoke weakly, " I'll be back, and when I do, I will kill you just like your parents. Her robot converted back into a star ship. I aimed my torso missiles at her and said, " You shall kill no more, and this one is for my parents". I fired my missiles and completely destroyed the craft before it lift off.


I converted my robot back into an air fighter. My friends had just destroyed the last star craft. Elijah asked, " Did you get her". I said, " Yea I did, my parents would be glad that I murdered their murderer. Lets finished off this base." We aimed our blasters at the base and destroyed every floor, baseboard and all left over robots inside. We flew off back to Jupiter to get our pay.


Everyone came over my house to celebrate a job well done. Even though all we did was play Nintendo 64, Playstation, and Playstation 2, we had a great time after a hard and meaningful victory. As turned my attention to my equipment, I looked at my sword and could almost see my father's smiling face.

The End...Or is it....

[Back on Neptune]


In an underground cavern was a lab with a computer and a glass bubble. A cryogenic chamber was producing an embryo. The computer buzzed, " Cloning of Kikoya Sakia five percent complete, time to completion, twenty-four hours". Just then an earthquake, which was scheduled to happen every 1,000 years destroyed the lab, broke the bubble and crushed the exposed embryo.

 The End...really!

