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Chapter 4: The Strange Youth

[Neo Tokyo American Space Station]

(With the money Kaori confiscated from the registers at the Neo Japan Space Station, they rented a car and drove towards the nearest luxury hotel.) Kaori: So have you been here before?

Kyoki: No, this is my first time leaving Colony Section 1, this place is as foreign to me as the sky is to the core of the Earth. How about you?

Kaori: Oh me, yeah, I came here about a couple years ago, I was hunting some low level vampire. I don't know the whole place, it was more like a search and destroy mission and it took like a day. So I didn't get much time to explore. But it's a pretty decent colony.

Kyoki: Or at least it was until Mangetsu arrived. (He turned his eyes towards the windows to gaze at the passing trees.)

Kaori: *What could he be thinking about, is he preparing himself for the confrontation with his brother? Or is he just avoiding talking to me? It could be both, I guess its best not to bother him now.* ( She lay back in her seat and look at the ceiling.)

Kyoki: *Huh, what's this energy I'm sensing?* (Suddenly a noise was heard and the cab shook when something landed on the hood of the car. Then a clawed hand reached in through the ceiling and took off the driver's head. The car continued forward driven by the decapitated, but motionless cab driver. Kyoki and Kaori quickly dived out of the car as it smashed into a tree and exploded. Kyoki quickly got up and saw a guy dressed in a navy blue suit and he was carrying a briefcase in one hand, and on the other was a metallic claw that he had used to kill the cab driver.)

Kyoki: Who the hell are you? Did Mangetsu send you? (The man just smiled and started laughing hysterically.)

The Man: If you wish to find out, you'll have to catch me. (The guy's body started to fade until he was gone.)

Kaori: Shit, did he turn invisible?

Kyoki: No, he merely transmitted his body elsewhere. Let's get out of here before the police arrive. They'll think we did this.

Kaori: Right! (They ran off with their luggage through some trees as people looked at the accident and the people who fled from it. One woman screamed when she saw the bloody and wide-eyed head of the cab driver lying in the road. Her husband consoled her and pulled her away from the crowd.)

[At the Sealick Beach Overlook]

(The man from before is sitting here gazing at the sunset, contemplating on how he should kill Kyoki and the girl who he had no idea was, but if she was with Kyoki, then she must be killed as well. He stood up and looked over the edge of the cliff to the sea below.)

Man: That's a pretty steep cliff, and one hell of fall if I say so myself.

???: Kinaki, now's not the time to marvel at irrelevant things.

Kinaki: Master? Where are you? (He looked around for the source of the voice.)

???: Up in the tree you fool. (The figure jumped out of the tree and appeared behind Kinaki.) Well, have you gotten rid of Kyoki Ganai?

Kinaki: Master Mangetsu, I'm still working on that. (Mangetsu backhanded Kinaki across his face.)

Mangetsu: Imbecile, I told you to sneak attack him, now he'll be aware of you next time.

Kinaki: (He wiped the blood off his face with the back of his hand.) Don't worry, he won't live during our second encounter.

Mangetsu: Well we shall see, and don't forget that you are disposable. (Mangetsu jumped into the air and disappeared into the shadows.)

(Kinaki watched him disappear into the night and spit out some blood that had accumulated in his mouth.) Kinaki: I'll prove to him that I'm useful, then I'll get close enough to him to kill him off, then I'll be the most feared man in the world. (A dagger flew out of nowhere and barely missed his arm, blood flowed out of the small slit that opened up.) What the...?

Kaori: Your forgetting one thing, there's no one alive that can beat us. (She readied another dart, from behind the one tree on the cliff stepped Kyoki.

Kinaki: You two, but...how did you find me?

Kyoki: When you teleport, you generate a huge energy signal that was easy to locate. Now I'm going to ask you this once, where is my brother?

Kinaki: Heh, you just missed him actually. So you're the brother of Mangetsu, that'll make this battle that much more interesting. It'll give me practice for when I fight him. (He ran forward with his claw ready to strike.)

Kyoki: Fine, then I shall beat the information I want out of you. (He drew his sword and threw down his coat.) Kaori, I'll handle this guy. I'll let you handle the next one.

Kinaki: Your talking like there's going to be a next time. (He slashed at Kyoki's mid section, but Kyoki easily dodged to the side. Beside Kyoki the tree he had been in front of which was at least two feet in diameter fell to the ground.)

Kaori: Huh, what happened, I didn't even see him touch the tree.

Kinaki: It's my special ability; I can extend my attacks as energy to even hit things at a distance. So escape is nearly impossible, I'm surprised you were able to dodge that on; but how about this! (He attacked again, but once again Kyoki avoided the initial attack and the follow up energy that was thrown at him.) Fuck! How can he be so fast, if this guy is this fast, how am I supposed to fight Mangetsu.

Kyoki: Well, if you do manage to beat me, then you'll have no trouble at all, because I'm better than my brother. (Kyoki charged forward after another one of Kinaki's attacks past him.) Too Slow! (He sliced his sword upward to finish of Kinaki, but a light emitted from the gloves blocked his sword.)

Kinaki: So how do you like my gloves' shield, this is a Neo Tokyo America exclusive weapon. It can create a shield to block any non-energy attacks such as your sword. (Kinaki pushed Kyoki back, who just regained his stance fast enough to narrowly avoid another attack.)

Kyoki: *What am I supposed to do, I can't get close to him, or he'll just use that shield again. But far away he'll just attack me until I wear down. Something told me to buy some more damn ammo. * 

Kinaki: It's about time I stopped playing around with you. (He reached into his pocket and pulled another clawed glove, he placed it on his left hand and flexed it.)

Kaori: Uhh, Kyoki, you sure you don't want me to step in?

Kyoki: I said I would handle this. I don't really know how, but I will defeat this guy.

Kinaki: Full of shit until the end I see. (He swung both of his hands, one after the other. Once again Kyoki was able to dodge the first one, but he wasn't really ready to dodge the other. All he was able to do was hold his sword up. As he did the energy blade stopped on his sword, but continued and was slowly pushing Kyoki. Kyoki swung his sword to the side and deflected the energy into the ground where it left a deep scar in the rock.) How...how did you manage to stop my attack?

Kyoki: This sword is indestructible, and it seems that when an equal force is exerted on your attack's force, then both forces become annulled allowing me to push it away as if it were a harmless feather.

Kinaki: Ughh, where'd this guy come from? (He looked at Kyoki's position and saw that he was near the edge of the cliff.) There may still be a way to win this.

Kyoki: Is that so, well why don't you show me. Then after it fails, I'll enjoy ripping your body to shreds.

Kinaki: That's big talk for someone who's on the edge of death...Now Die! (He swung both his hands at the same time. Kyoki looked around and saw that there was no place to go.)

Kyoki: *What? Did he purposely draw me to the edge of he cliff, or is this just some kind of fluke in his favor because of my carelessness. * (As before he held up his sword to block the two attacks, but he was being pushed back nearly twice as hard. Behind him, the sun was now set.)

Kaori: Kyoki!

Kinaki: You'll never be able to reflect both of those attacks at the same time. You barely managed to stop the last one. Besides, even if you don't give in and get killed by the blades, you'll fall to your death over the cliff side.

Kyoki: That would be a good plan...(He placed his right hand on the flat side of the blade for support as his feet slowly slide backwards.) ... but, you really underestimate me. (Kyoki yelled out a ferocious battle cry and pushed his sword forward with all his might. The energy blades flew off in Kinaki's direction and amputated his left arm. Kinaki screamed in pain, and the wound closed itself up.) Another one of your powers no doubt, well if you run back to Mangetsu now maybe he'll understand and kill you quickly.

Kinaki: But, how could you have overcome that attack?

Kyoki: Take a look at your surrounding, like, the position of the sun.

Kinaki: (He looked behind Kyoki and the saw the glow of the half moon which was now rising over the horizon.) So what!

Kyoki: You simpleton, my power increases at night, giving me enough strength to fight back your attack and use it against you. And now, without your double energy attack you're no match.

Kinaki: We'll see about that. (He looked out the corner of his eyes to his briefcase.) *Can I make it? I'll have to try.* (He made a beeline for his briefcase lying beside the toppled tree. He grabbed it with his free hand, turned the latch and the casing fell off leaving behind what looked like a portable machinegun. Kinaki turned around laughing and shot where Kyoki was standing, but all that was there was some sort of transparent after image.)

(From behind Kinaki came a voice) Kyoki: Did I forget to mention that my speed increases as well?

Kinaki: (Kinaki's mouth dropped and his eyes opened up wide, he turned around and saw Kyoki already swinging his sword. Kyoki made seven quick cuts through Kinaki's body; Kyoki took out a cloth and wiped his sword then slowly slid it into his sheath, as the last bit of the sword was going into the sheath he stopped for a few seconds. Then as he quickly pushed the last bit in, Kinaki's body fell to pieces on the ground as if on cue.)

Kyoki: I call that my prism slash technique. May your soul rot in hell where it belongs. (Kaori was just standing there mesmerized then ran to Kyoki and hugged him.) Hey, what's all this about?

Kaori: You could have died, I don't know what I've done if something happened to you.

Kyoki: That's just something you have to face in this line of work. Luckily I don't fear death, I embrace it. Therefore, that handicap doesn't keep me from fighting to my fullest. *You'd think we were in love, judging from the way she's acting.*

Kaori: But weren't you going to ask him, about your brother's whereabouts?

Kyoki: Damn it! (He rubbed the back of his head and half smiled.) I guess I forget about that in all the excitement,shit!. Well, shall we be going? We need to get a place to stay for our stay.

(As Kyoki walked forward something out of the corner of his eye caught his attention. He then reached up in time to catch the shuriken that was thrown at him. He looked at the direction from which the small instrument of death came from.)

Kaori: What is it Kyoki?

Kyoki: It seems we have a visitor. (He could see the shadow of someone standing on the tree stump with the arm that threw the shuriken still held out.) Show yourself; are you another one of Mangetsu's minions?

???: No, just a man who wants a good fight, and judging from your performance, it seems that you can give me one. (The person stepped out of the shadows. It was the same Spanish boy from before, the one that was on the plane.) My name is Alex Rivera, I could tell that you were good when we were on the plane. Even when masking your power, it can still be sensed. I was going to let you handle the terrorists, but you might not have made it in time.

Kaori: So what are you doing here is our question?

Alex: Didn't I already make myself clear; I want to have a battle with him, to test my own abilities. This doesn't concern you women.

Kaori: How dare you! I'll take you on, come on. Kyoki already said that I'd get the next fight.

Alex: You can't possibly be serious, but I do not back down from a challenge. Prepare yourself. Then after I take care of you, then I'll fight Kyoki. How does that sound?

Kaori: Fine by me, but you'll have to get past me first.

Alex: Ok your asking for it, I won't hold back. But your welcome to use any weapon you see fit. I'll fight you bare handed, heh.

Kyoki: *This guy's either that good, or he's just that dumb. He has no idea that he's going to be fighting a half vampire here.*

Kaori: No, I'll fight on your terms. I don't think its fair to use weapons on unarmed enemies unless there's extreme circumstances.

Alex: So it seems that we have something in common. Tell me when you give up, I don't want to have to kill a beautiful girl such as yourself.

Kaori: Hey, I'm no girl. I'm a full-grown ass woman. (She emphasized her point by pointing to her full-grown chest.) I'm way older than your great grandmother you punk.

Alex: I have no idea what your talking about, but if that's the thanks I get for making a complement, then I'm going to have to teach you some manners little girl. 

Kaori: Ohhh you're asking for it little boy. (Kaori ran forward and kicked at Alex. He put up his arm and blocked the attack; he was still pushed to the side by the force of Kaori's attack.)

Alex: *She's way stronger than I thought. I guess she wasn't bluffing. It seems that I've underestimated this women.* (Alex used his momentum to deliver an open palmed punch at Kaori's midsection, but Kaori was staring to duck and all Alex did was get a hand full of Kaori's chest. Kaori backhanded Alex across the face and he tumbled back and landed on his feet, barely.)

Kaori: You fucking bastard that hurt! (She clutched her chest in pain, getting madder by the second.)

Alex: (He held his hands up in an apologetic way.) Look I'm sorry, I didn't do that on purpose, honestly it was just...(Suddenly Kaori ran forward with her fist back ready to attack. She let out an enraged scream, which chilled both Alex and Kyoki's blood.)

Kaori: You are so DEAD! (Her eyes had turned red symbolizing that she was taking advantage of the power that the night gives to her. (She threw a punch at Alex, which he was expecting, but he didn't see the knee that was driven into his chest. He recoiled and started blocking the barrage of kicks Kaori threw at him.

Alex: *This is no ordinary women, there's something un-human about her, this calls for a different approach.* (The gloves he was wearing emitted a dim glow and Alex uppercut Kaori across the chin which sent her flying through the air.) These gloves are specially designed to increase my strength; I created them myself. My power has increased by a fourth.

Kyoki: Kaori, how about you let me fight him now? Even at your highest power, you're just about equal.

Kaori: No, I can beat him. I'll show you what I can do; I'm not useless Kyoki. And I'll prove it to you. (She ran back at Alex and jumped into the air. From under her sleeves she drew her many daggers.) He has defiled me, and I shall make him pay.
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