Power Of The Family Sword: Chronicles

By: Galen Muhammad

CHAPTER 3: The Hunt Begins...

(While I was recuperating in the hospital my friends brought gifts and sent cards. Elijah even let me borrow his PS2 and my fine nurse hooked it up for me. I was kind of numb on the right side of my body; it almost didn't matter since I use my sword with my left hand anyway.)

(As I played "Zone of The Enders" Jason stopped by with a girl looking very sexy in one of our traditional U.E.S. uniforms.)

Jason: What's up Galen, I see your recovering well. (He noticed me eying the girl he brought in.)...and this is Terra, she's in my squad.) I gently grabbed her hand and kissed it lightly. 

Me: Nice to meet you. (She giggled girlishly and blushed. I smiled then turned my attention back to Jason.) So what's been up? Any news of a crime spree while the world's greatest officer is gone? 

(He looked puzzled) Jason: Who?

That was a blow to my pride. I raised my voice.) Me: Me, of course! There is no one better than me.

Jason: Is that so, then why are you in the hospital bed and not me?" 

Me: Even the best take a fall now and then.

Jason: Whatever...anyway we came here to get you, are you ready?" 

Me: Does it look like I'm ready. (I was still in my hospital clothes and my hair was massively fucked up.)  I'm also really close to beating this game. 

Terra turned her back and began walking away.)Terra: Ok, but you do realize you don't get paid while you're out of commission. (I realized that she was right and I hurried up and got ready.)

Me: Wait for me outside, I'll be right behind you. (As soon as they left I hurried and picked up my controller and finished my game.)

[Shortly]

(I put my bags in Jason's Mercedes-Benz and got in the back seat with Terra. I looked up at the night sky. I've never truly appreciated the beauty of the stars until now, staring at those celestial objects bring a warm feeling in my heart; it feels better than the bitter coldness I've been feeling. I turned my attention back inside the car. I noticed Terra was looking at my sword, which was sitting by my side.)

Galen: Quite beautiful. 

(She looked up) Terra: Yeah, it's so shiny and perfectly well edged, what's it made of? 

(I smiled slightly.) Me: Well, I actually meant that you were beautiful, but to answer your question, I really don't know what it's made of. It's been upgraded through every generation. Each holder of the sword added something of their own to this sword or something that goes with the sword". (I turned the sword so she could see the bottom of the handle.) See when I told my father about my Elemental Plasma Gun, E.P.G. for short; he told me to give it to him. He was in the basement for weeks then he gave it back to me. I asked him what he did; he just told me that I'd know when the time comes. That same day Kikoya Sakia killed him and my mother. On a later mission I found this compartment in the handle made especially for my E.P.G. Want to see how it works?

Terra: Sure, it sounds like a cool weapon combination". I smiled and pulled out my E.P.G. from its holster.)

Me: See you just line up the compartment with the gun barrel and slide it in till it clicks." (I slid the gun into the sword handle and the lock clicking telling me it was locked in place.) The next part I found out purely by coincidence, pulling the gun handle back makes it look like an extension of the sword and the handle can't get in your way. (I unlatched the lock on the gun and pulled the gun handle back until it clicked.) And you can still load it up with any shells, but instead of shooting it out of the gun, the blast comes out the sword's unknown metal and that's all there is to it. Terra just stared at the sword then caressed the edge of it. 

Terra: It looks so clean, but I know and you know that it has slain more than enough people to make the civil war like some kids videogame. 

(I laughed quietly.) Me: You bet it has, and even I don't know how old it is or its history. Who knows how many foes have fallen before this mighty weapon. 

(We spent the rest of the ride to the spaceport talking about our adventures on other planets; her and Jason were especially interested in my story about the Kikoya Sakia incident. I told them about how I discovered the ancient E.P.G. and how it works. I felt like I was doing a show and tell assignment back in elementary school. Passing around items and explaining how they work and what their capable of. They were amazed by the way the plasma shells worked. The fact that these capsules were actually filled with explosive elements from the earth astonished me at first too. They wanted to see it in action so we drove to an abandoned warehouse. Jason checked inside to see if anyone was in there and come back. I had every shell that was known to everyone. They chose the Dark shell. I loaded it then shot it. Unlike the other shells this one didn't come out in a blast, a veil of darkness covered the warehouse then the whole building disintegrated. 

Terra: Now that was cool. You've got to make me one of those plasma shell compatible weapons.

Me: Normally I would have given you one before you can ask, but I ran out of materials. There wasn't but so much in the factory I first found it. I'm sorry. 

Terra: Oh that's ok. At least you were honest. 

Jason: Why don't we get going? I'm sure Galen wants to get home. 

Me: Yeah, I have to finish working on my secret project in my laboratory. (I could sense their ears tuning on to me now, I had their full attention now.)

Jason: What kind of project? 

(I shook my finger in front of my face.) Me: Now If I told you, it wouldn't be a secret now would it. 

Terra: Please tell me, it sounds pretty interesting.

Me: I'm sorry, I can't. My best friends don't even know about it; at least for the time being anyway. (Terra sort of frowned at that time and that made me feel bad because I'm used to supplying girls with things they need as long as it doesn't go against my morals or goes past what I'm willing to do.) 

(We got back into the car and got to the spaceport. They said their goodbyes. When I asked why they weren't coming they said they had something else to do. I paid for my express pass and waited for my transport. I purchased some of the overpriced food they had, at least it tasted better than the horrible hospital food.)

[One Hour Later]

(Transport 105-9 finally arrived I grabbed my bag and went to the checkpoint. When I walked through the alarm went off.) Me: *You idiot. How were you supposed to get through a metal detector with sword and a blaster?* (I held up my badge to show them I was a U.E.S. officer, but they still wanted me to give them my weapon and I would get it when the flight ended. I pulled out my E.P.G. and the alarm stopped.) *What about my sword, you mean to tell me that it isn't made of metal?* (I apologized to the people behind me.)

Man near the back: I missed my flight now, Damn it!" (I hurried to down the corridor before my transport left me as well.)

(I sat in my first class aisle seat and turned on my CD player with my mixed CD full of various rap, rock, video game, and anime songs. They served some of that crummy food that would be served in an airplane. I chuckled at the thought of an airplane. What an outdated machine, I'm glad this generation moved up and into the stars. I saw a little boy sitting next to window and staring wide-eyed out at various planets and space colonies.)

(He tugged on his mother's arm.) Boy: Look mommy, its Saturn. Those rings are beautiful; I want to go there one day.

Mother: You'll have to wait until they start the planet terroformation atmospheric process.

Boy: Aww man. How long is that going to take?

Mother: Who knows? The process usually takes months sometimes years for farther planets to get them prepared for human life. It took them three years to get rid of all that gas on Jupiter and Venus.

Me: *Yeah, I remember seeing that on the news when I was fifteen. Then three years later the U.E.S. hired me to work on their force.* (My flight arrived at Jupiter at 3:50 pm. I caught a taxi to the U.E.S. Headquarters. There I saw Jason and Terra. Their presence confused me, how could they have beaten me here?) How'd you get here so fast?

Jason: (Jason looked at me funny) I was just about to say the same. We were just about to come get you.

Terra: Jason, who's this?

Jason: This is Galen, the guy we were supposed to be picking up.

Terra: Well, it's nice to meet you Galen. (She shakes his hand. She and Jason walk away.)

Me: But...you...I just…. What the hell is going on here? (I enter the building and am greeted by Elijah.)

Elijah: Hey Galen, you're here early.

Me: Yea, so it seems. Who were those two that picked me up from the hospital?

Elijah: What did you say?

Me: Oh, nothing I was just talking to myself.

Elijah: Oh yea, I almost forgot, the Commander wanted to see you.

Me: Thanks. *Better not make him wait, he gets pretty mad easily.* (I decide to take the staircase since I am horribly afraid of elevators. Seeing as those cables could snap at any second, I don't want to take any chances. (I got to Commander Trireme's office.)

Trireme: Close the door Galen. (I closed the door expecting him to launch a tirade at me.) I want to you to tell me who gave you permission to go off on your own, you know you could have died out there.

Me: Well I...

Trireme: (He cut me off.) That was a rhetorical question, because obviously I didn't tell you to go there and I would be the only one who could do so. What were you doing there? (I didn't say anything.) That was a question you know.

Me: Oh, I was trying to get some information on who killed Keylania sir.

Trireme: How many times have I told you not to let personal affairs mix with your job?

Me: I'm sorry, but I have to find her killer, I won't rest until I do.

Trireme: As long as you're a member of this force you won't!

Me: Then damn it, I quit! It seems that I'm the only one who cared about her around here! (I tossed my badge and it stuck into the wall right in beside the commander's head. I turn to walk away.)

Trireme: T-t-that was an attempt on my life; I can have you arrested for that.

Me: (I look back over my shoulder as I neared the door. I spoke in a low tone) I wish you would find someone who could stop me. I dare you; you’ll only end up dead. Go on, I'll give you the first move if you dare to make one. Or are you too scared commander? (Now if there was one thing the commander hated, was being called a coward. The commander pulls out his gun and fires it at me. I pull up my sheath to block it, then run through his door and jump off the balcony towards the main entrance.)

Trireme: (He presses the intercom.) Attention all units, detain and arrest Galen Muhammad, the one who catches him gets an added bonus to their pay! (He laughs to himself, and then he hears two beeps come from the badge I threw.) Oh Shit! (His entire office is filled with an explosion leaving only a giant hole in the wall.)

Taj: What, arrest Galen, what for?

(A woman runs by him. It’s Rose; another leader of a different section of the U.E.S.) Lieutenant Rose: Apparently, he just killed Commander Trireme. (She runs off in search of me.

Taj: Galen, a murderer? People change so fast these days. One minute were working side by side, the next minute were chasing him down for a crime that he fights against.

(A few soldiers block the exit.) Soldier Wolf: If you come quietly there won't be a need for me to use this gun. I don't want to hurt you Galen.

Me: Well that's the difference between you and I. I want to live. (I draw my sword before he can reach for his gun and I cut off his head. I pull his body in front of me as the other soldier shoots his gun. I take out Wolf's gun out its holster and shoot the soldier until the clip ran out.)

Taj: Galen stop! (He points his gun at me. He looks in my eyes and sees nothing; no emotion at all was visible within my brown spheres; nothing except pure darkness.)

Me: What are you going to do Taj, kill me? (He stood there thinking about what to do then put his gun to his side.) I thought so. (I exited through the main entrance, cleaning off my sword with a cloth as a went. One of the other soldiers ran up to Taj.)

Soldier Jewel: Taj, why didn't you stop Galen, you had a clear shot?

Taj: You should have seen his eyes; I don't even think he's Galen anymore, or even still human for that matter. I'm sorry.

Soldier Jewel: Your too sympathetic for your friend. You’re pathetic. (She exits the building.)

Taj: (Taj calls Elijah on his communicator.) Uh, Elijah, we have a situation here.

[Outside in the parking lot]

(I jump on my motorcycle and speed off, behind me, many U.E.S. vehicles were in pursuit.)

Me: Hmph. These fools are persistent I give them that much. But why would they want to waste their lives? (I turned around in my seat and shot the front window of the first car and shot the guy driving the car in the head. His head dropped onto the steering wheel and the car swerved. The shot guy's partner quickly grabbed the wheel, but he didn't react fast enough and the car flew head on into another car. Both cars went up in flames. I laughed at the hilarious sight and speed off down an alley. I stopped after a few seconds when I saw someone I recognized.

Keith: Hold it right there. Galen what's gotten in to you? Has Keylania's murder really driven you totally insane? (He was at the end of the alley on his motorcycle.)

Me: No, its people like you who are doing it, you all keep getting in my way! (I continued down the alley. Keith mounted his cycle and drove towards me.)

Keith: *He's going to stop, even if he is going crazy; he isn’t that crazy.*

Me: If you think I'm going to stop, you got another thing coming. I rather die then let you or anyone else stop me!

Keith: *Ok, maybe he is that crazy.* (I pointed my gun in his direction.) Hey man, go ahead with that shit! (I shot his front tire and he started sliding across the ground. I then shot a board hanging on the wall. It fell on Keith and I used it as a ramp to propel myself over his motorcycle.)

Me: So long my friend. (I hit the ground and rode on.)

Keith: I thought he was going to kill me. This is ludicrous; who you've thought that I'd be after one of my best friends who is the best man we’ve had on our force. I fear that he was trained to well to even capture alive.

[At my place]

(I dispose of the motorcycle and back my way up the stairs to my apartment room. Now one would think that my residence would be the first place they'd look, but no one would be crazy enough to go to a place where they'd be caught immediately, so there were no U.E.S. members in sight. But they weren't dealing with their average man. I got inside and went into my bedroom closet. I turned over the light control to reveal a keypad. I entered my code and the back of the closet flipped open revealing my weapons lab. I stepped in and the door shut behind me.) 

Me: Now where did I leave my project? (I finally located my new modified EPG shells.) There's still some work I have to do on them, but in order to get the things I need. I must go to the hidden factory across town. How can I get there without someone seeing me? Maybe I should just go on and just kill all who dare oppose me. But I'm no murderer, but my actions earlier prove otherwise, I don't know what came over me. I felt like a backseat driver in my own mind. Enough of this pointless talking to myself, I need to get going. (I grab my new shells and place them in my backpack. Then I exit the lab, as soon as I enter the living room, I feel that I'm not alone. I unsheathe my sword.) Come out, whoever you are! (From out of the kitchen steps Elijah's girlfriend.)

Yuki: Your much better looking up close.

Me: Thank you, but aren't you Elijah's girlfriend?

Yuki: Sorta kinda. My name's Yuki Kazumata. It's nice to meet you face-to-face Galen. (She steps forward and kisses me, I was so lost in the moment that it took me a while to break the lip lock.)

Me: I'm sorry, I can't do this, and you're going out with my best friend. And I have to leave.

Yuki: Why, the cops on your tail?

Me: Wait, did Elijah send you here to stall for time?

Yuki: No, I came on my own. Look, you can stay with me until things calm down.

Me: No, there are some things that I must do.

Yuki: You tracking down your dead girlfriend's killer.

Me: How would you know that?

Yuki: Elijah told me, men tell you almost anything you want to know when you give them what they want. (Outside I hear sirens.)

Me: Thanks for the offer, but I must be going now. Lock up when you leave. (I run to my patio and jump off the balcony where my star craft was returned to. I jump inside and prepare to take off. I hear gunshots hitting my ship as it lifts into the sky.)

Yuki: One way or the other Galen, your love will be mine. (She smiles as she exits the apartment room. When the police arrive she is nowhere to be seen.)

[Several months later]

(Elijah and Taj are making a routine check on the planet Mars.)

Elijah: He's been gone for months; who knows where he could be.

Taj: You wouldn't really turn him in would you?

Elijah: To tell you the truth, I don't know. I mean he did kill four officers and injured two others while making his getaway. But like you said, he wasn't himself at the time. This whole Keylania getting killed thing has affected us all, but not as much as it has Galen. We all knew that boy was on the edge and that Keylania was the only thing in his life keeping him sane, he told me that himself. (Suddenly his and Taj's communicator's go off.)

Taj: Yea, what's up?

Sergeant Lise: There's been a break in at the local Radio Shack, on 24th and 5th street. The total number of suspects is two. (The communicator shuts off.)

Elijah: Our job is never done. It'll be better if we come from separate sides. (He turns and runs down an alley. He sees a teenager standing up against the wall with a hood on his head. He dismisses him for now and continues to the Radio Shack. He quietly enters the back door and approaches the main room. He peeks inside and sees the two suspects. One was a black female, and the other was a white male. They were both armed with submachine guns. They hadn't had a chance to leave the store because the store clerk relayed the info to the police headquarters. Elijah stepped out from behind the door.) Halt, your both under arrest. (The woman turned and shot up his position, Elijah jumped back through the door just in time. The door had many bullets hole in them.) Shit, they're using high velocity bullets in machine guns. (He contacted Taj through the communicator.) Taj, where are you? These guys got bullets that our vest won't stop.

Taj: I'm right outside, try to get the store workers out of the way; I'm going to use an E.P.G. shell.

Elijah: Are you cra...(The communication is shut off before Elijah can finish his sentence. Elijah motioned for the clerk, who was the only one else in the store to come to him. He made it in time, before the destructive bullets could shoot him up.)

Taj: Freeze you crooks. (He shoots the shell from his gun and stops the two robbers in their place with a freeze blast. Elijah comes out of the store.)

Elijah: Nice work, that'll teach you to try and steal while we're patrolling, get them in the car as good as possible so we can get them defrosted at the station. Wait up for me, there's something I got to do.

Taj: Ok, but hurry up, I want to go get something to eat. (Elijah walks back down the alley he came from. The teenager he past was clapping.)

Teenager: Splendid performance, I couldn't have done it better myself. Well, actually I probably could have.

Elijah: (Elijah points his gun at the guy.) You can't fool me, I've heard all of your different voices before, Galen. (I smiled as I took off my hood revealing my identity.)

Me: How'd you know it was me?

Elijah: When I ran by I saw that sword when the wind blew, and since no one else I know carries a sword anymore, I knew it had to be you.

Me: So what are you going to do now, take me in for questioning? I much prefer that you just shoot me now. You and I both know I’ll be on death row.

Elijah: Actually I have information for you. Yuki has been researching this Mizumi Sakia person you mentioned some months back. And she found that the last place she was known to live was on Uranus.

Me: That's the same place that Kikoya was born.

Elijah: It gets better. You may know that she had a daughter, but did you know that she also had a son, and another daughter?

Me: No, I never really checked up on her historic background. One of them could still be on Uranus. I'm going there; don't follow me.

Elijah: Ok, but after this is over, I want you to turn yourself in.

Me: Fine, whatever. After Keylania is avenged I will do the right thing. I'll see ya later man.

Elijah: Wait, why has Yuki been helping you anyway? If I didn't know any better, I'd say you were trying to steal my girl.

Me: *Actually it's more like, she's trying to get with me.* No way, I couldn't betray a friend; it's just not in me. (I ran off to my hidden ship to go to Uranus. Elijah returns to Taj and they drive off to the station to collect their pay.

END OF CHAPTER 3

