Mystic Knights

By: Galen Muhammad

Part 1

Evil creatures called Ikraks, a superior intellectual race from sector 6 planet code 1985, invaded the once peaceful Earth. Their ruthless leader's identity is unknown to the people, he always sends his minions to do his biddings. Earth Scientists have failed miserably in finding a way to rid the Earth of these extraterrestrial invaders. The Earth's military force couldn't stop them; their weapons were just far too superior compared to ours. The people of Earth were now slaves on their own home planet. They now worked for the Ikraks, furthering their power so that they may take over other planets as well.

One day Astronomers picked up a signal from a nearby satellite that 3 objects were flying toward Earth at abnormal speeds. They looked to be comets, but they were oddly colored. Each one was coming from a planet, one from Jupiter, Mars and Mercury. The satellite showed the closet one, which was the one from Mars. It had a reddish sort of glow and had a bright crystal-like object on one side of the strange comet with the symbol of Mars on it. Scientist found this peculiar, but at the same time saw it as a sign of good luck. The Earth was in turmoil, but their saviors were on the way, and they didn't even know it.

[ELSEWHERE]

The comet from Mars landed with a earth shattering crash into the Earth, leaving a ten foot deep and wide crater. Upon impact the strange red crystal shattered on impact and flew out in many directions. The front part of the comet opened up like a hatch. Inside was a form of a light-skinned young man, clad in traditional Earth clothing, a pair of blue jeans, a white t-shirt with the word Rocawear on the front, and pair of basketball shoes. Machinery and flashing lights surrounded him. He stepped out and looked around his surroundings. Then he said to no one in particular while staring up into the sky, "I hope I don't have to wait long until the others come."

Soon after the comet that came from Mercury that had a blue coating landed and it's crystal also shattered and scattered in the same manner as the other one. The adolescent walked over to the newly landed comet/spacecraft and when the door opened, he reached his hand inside and helped pull out the younger light-skinned youth, who was similarly dressed. The younger one said to the other, "It's been a while since we last been together Elijah, my brother. Elijah smiled and hugged his younger brother. "Yeah, it's good to see you Taj, you've certainly have grown. Though don't think for a second that you can ever beat me in a fight." With that he smiled then continued looking at the sky. "He'd better hurry up."

Some time passed and the third detected comet sent to Earth via Jupiter landed and the crystal did the same as the others. Coming from such a long way, it made an even deeper indention within the Earth’s surface. The others had to shield their eyes from the smoke and debris. In the same manner as the other transport crafts, it opened up in the front. That was when another started to step out, to bask in the light of the overhead sun. He wasn't even halfway out of his spacecraft when Elijah and Taj walked over to him. Elijah spoke up first, Hey Galen; we can’t seem to find our Battle Training Crystals (BTCs).  Being older and wiser Galen said, "Chill, we can find them. Our crystal synthesizers work as a locator for such energy signals when they're close by." He looked down and saw a piece of his crystal and inserted it into his database processor and it downloaded the info in that crystal shard.

See, because they were sent to Earth before they could finish their training; their royal chemists and magic users infused all of their next lessons and training sessions into these crystals to use on Earth. Galen’s father opposed of the idea, saying doing such a thing was just giving him another way to be lazy. But even he could he the dire importance of the situation and gave the project the go ahead. He was needed on his planet, and who better to send in his than his oldest son. Elijah then stated, “We need the rest of our crystal pieces to reach our full potential and learn these new abilities that we’ve been training our whole lives to learn and master.” Taj smacked his hand on Elijah’s shoulder, and then said, “Thank you, captain obvious. Perhaps we should be moving along now?” Galen started to reply, but then he felt a change in the air, multiple energy signals approaching. Studying Elijah and Taj’s faces he saw that they felt it too. He thought to myself, “Is this the enemy? These Ikraks that we were told about.”

They flew into the air and waited. Galen said to the others, "Let's see if our training has paid off.” Quickly the sky had filled with at least fifteen winged creatures approached them. Upon closer inspection, these deadly aliens looked like nothing more than big insects. They had an ant-like head with big mandibles, and were brown in color. They didn’t have an antenna like any normal insect would, and only had four limbs like a human. Their wings flapped like that of a bee, and their arms and legs looked a little muscular. It was like a human fused with a few insect genes. They must have been sent to investigate, for they were not armed with any projectile weaponry. Though when they saw the three teenagers there, floating in the sky with their swords strapped to their sides and seeming to oppose them; blades drew out from under their skin, and their faces showed nothing but pure hatred. Elijah said with a smile on his face, “Heh, here comes the welcoming committee. Let’s show them how grateful we are.” As he said that he placed his hand in front of him. A ball of fire slowly took form in the palm of his hand. Taj followed suit and placed his hand out in front of him and a blue sphere of power swirled in front of his hand. “Yes, let them know that we are a force to be reckoned with and that their reign of power over these human’ planet will come to an end.” Galen then put his hand his side. His hand soon glowed yellow, and streaks of lightning flowed over his body as his attack gathered strength. “Let ‘em have it.”

At that command three energy attacks streaked through the sky. Elijah’s one fireball separated from one to three as he thrust his hand towards the opposition. The ball in front of Taj exploded, sending out a beam of liquid ice.

Galen then drove his hand forward, producing a beam similar to Taj’s, but it was one of explosive, high voltage lightning. Taj’s attack fused with Galen’s, intensifying the power of the electricity. Then Elijah’s fire connected with it as it reached the front row of assailants. This resulted in an explosion, filling the sky with smoke, body parts, and the blood of the Ikraks. The last remaining few looked at each other skeptically, fear was written clearly on their human/insect faces. They turned and started to fly away as fast as they could. Elijah started to follow them, but Galen put his hand out. Elijah looked at him with awe, “What? Are we supposed to just let them get away!?” Galen looked at him calmly, or with his usual expressionless face, “Exactly, let them run and tell the rest, let the fear run rampant through their ranks. It’ll make things more interesting.” Taj nodded his head in agreement, “Yes, that sounds quite reasonable actually. Perhaps we should go, before they come back with reinforcements, with weapons this time.” Elijah’s battle face subsided and he floated towards the ground, with the other two in close pursuit. “Alright, but let’s get rid of these transports first, wouldn’t want them getting any more technology to help them out.” They quickly gathered their things from their respective comet shaped spacecrafts and destroyed them with yet another brilliant display of energy given to them by their royal heritage.

They then entered the nearest state closest to the landing site and read the sign, it said, "Welcome to Maryland." They then flew into a remote, barren area. There weren’t too many inhabitants in the area. That was good, didn’t want civilians getting mixed up with them. Then as instructed by Elijah, they then cleared out some trees. Galen looked around and said to no one in particular, "So this where we will make our facility to train and live until we complete our mission. So how’d you plan on doing this Elijah; now that we got the space cleared out.” Elijah smiled and held up a handheld game looking mechanism. “With this. It’s a new technology produced on Mars. It can create a house in a matter of seconds.” A skeptical look came across Galen’s face, he was about to say something when Taj chimed in, “Oh, so that’s the new product from the commercials I’ve been seeing.” Elijah nodded then started inputting commands in the Terrain Alternating Device, and it started building living quarters right before their very eyes. In a couple of minutes a full sized house was built. Galen asked, "Why does it look so small though?" Elijah replied, "Looks can be deceiving." They walked inside and were greeted a large living room with multiple hallways and doors. “See, the outside appearance is created, then the inside leads to an infinite void in space filled by the users thoughts. So you can thank me for the décor and arrangements.”

[Next Day]

They decided that they would split up and look for as many crystals as possible in thirty minutes; it was Galen’s idea to make it a game, since they love to compete. He headed west towards a mall and he scanned the area while his crystal processor beeped away, signaling a crystal was nearby. From his bird’s eye view he saw people, cars, trash, money a green crystal and...  "Hey that's my crystal," he thought to himself. Galen swooped down, got his crystal and acquired a new technique called the Flash Bomb. 

He came across a house that had a lot of commotion going on. He landed to see what was going on. He asked one of the people, "Hey, what's going on." The guy said, "A man is claiming that a crystal-like structure fell from the sky and it felt really cold.” He thought to himself as he looked at his once again beeping processor, "That must be Taj's crystal, I need a diversion, but what?" Before he could do anything, the man’s (that was showcasing the crystal) eyes went wide when he saw me standing in the crowd as if he recognized me. He then spoke a foreign language, then transformed into an Ikrak, and several more popped out from their human suits. Galen thought, “It was a trap, they knew we’d be looking for these.” Everyone started running away and Galen was left alone to fight the Ikraks. Once again, they were not armed, perhaps they figured that if they could get one of them by themselves, that they’d stand a much better chance. Unfortunately, they underestimated the power of a royal prince. Galen summoned his sword just in case he needed it and prepared a Thunderbolt Strike. The enemies started swarming as he threw the beam of energy at them, which took out some of the enemies, but there were still numerous amounts of soldiers. Galen was apparently, outnumbered. “That Ikrak must have been one of the ones that we’d had let go when we got to Earth.” He concentrated on building two different powers in each hand. He used his Multi-Thunder Blast and Flash Bomb and created a huge thunderstorm that launched thunderbolts into everybody in range. Some of the others backed off a bit. Galen then created an electrical sphere in his hand once more; the remaining enemies were fried by a blast of thunder. 

He nonchalantly collected Taj's crystal and flew past an amusement park when his radar was detecting yet another crystal. Among the tall grass was a shiny object that caught his eye. he went to it and it was another one of his crystals. He learned his Thunder Sword. Techniques, which allowed him to add elemental damage to is sword. The sun was starting to set overheard, and a chance for a jump would increase in the night. He said, " It's about time for me to be heading back now.

[Back home]

Elijah arrived back first and placed what he found on the living room table, and then Taj did the same as he returned. Galen, having ran into trouble in his search, got in a right as the sun had set. It seems that Elijah and Taj had as much luck as the other did. They each found three of their own crystals shards and one of someone else's. What were the odds of that happening? Well, no one won the contest, but they had all retrieved the last pieces of their broken crystals. Taj was given his crystal from Galen, Galen got his from Elijah and Elijah got his from Taj. After acquiring their news moves and once all of them had done that, a projection emitted from the crystal holders with a message from Elijah and Taj’s father.

I take that you have each learned the moves installed within the crystals that we’ve allowed you to have. But you’ve not yet reached your full potential. Included in this message are instructions for building a training facility. Elijah, I’m sure you have brought the T.A.D.. That can be used to create the training ground. This was a request from Galen’s father to make sure you guys actually do some actually training before going to the next level…

Galen said, “There’s a next level to our power? Fascinating.” Elijah replied, “Of course, our parents are at a whole different level from where we are. But this is where they started. If there were no levels of power after this, we’d be as strong as them now.”

…that is all I have to say, but good luck to you three. If there were a way we could spare some soldiers to help you we would, but we need as many people guarding the planets as we can. Elijah, get to work on that training room.

And with a smile, his face disappeared and an image was placed before them. Taj and Galen left to do something else while Elijah was instructed on the way the machine was to be created. Taj went to go play FFXI online, while Galen went to his own room to check on his new abilities.

[Later on]

Taj and Galen came back later to check on the status of the training facility. It was marvelously built. It was made just like the house, with it’s own infinite void inside of it. Though the inside was empty, it was supposed to be filled by the wills and desires of the user. From the inside, one could see the watching room, in which people could see the action from the outside. There was an elevator that led up to that room. It was in there that the program could be stopped should the user ask someone to. Elijah showed Galen and Taj the controls and what they do. They were to insert their crystal processors into slots on the wall. And after enough work or one battle set to high they will reach their next level of power. Elijah set it up for Galen, who wanted to go first by himself. He was always ready to try something new. Nodding towards Elijah and Taj, Galen walked inside. Elijah and Taj went around the back and rode the elevator up to the watching room. 

[Inside the Simulator]

Inside it was very dim and massive, he couldn't see very far. Galen summoned his sword and grabbed the hilt with is left hand, readying himself for anything. His imagination had created this fight, and he knew he had a very active imagination, and that scared him somewhat. He heard something behind him so he took out his sword and sliced, but he hit nothing but air. He slashed at something he though he saw out of the corner of his eye and a shadowy creature fell. It looked like a human with claws extended from its hands. Anxiety started flowing through Galen’s mind. These were creatures that you couldn’t even see, or even sense. Their energy signals were masked by the shadows, as well as their appearance. A small area around Galen lighted up as his hands glowed with energy. He put out his hands and performed a multiple thunder blast maneuver. Blasts shot from his hands as he slowly turned causing hundreds of creatures to fall out of the sky. “So they turn visible when something touches them, even their own blood it seems. Some of the wounded ones staggered, bleeding profusely, and Galen charged at them with his sword and finished them off. The rest who had bumped into each other to avoid the attack disbanded back into the darkness. 

Galen yelled out as a beam flew past him. He looked into the direction it came from and saw some of the creatures melding together into a bigger different creature. They shot out another black blast that he barely dodged, and it singed his side. Galen winced in pain and held his side. He didn't even look up in time to see the next one that knocked him into a wall, burning his shirt in the process. Galen was bruised and bleeding, pissed off and more determined to beat the crap out of these things. He placed his hands and yelled, "Eat this you bastards! Thunderbolt Strike!” Just as he finished powering up his blast, another dark power beam was being sent towards him. The powers collided and destroyed any of the other creatures that were near it. As more of the creatures combined with the one that the others were forming, their power increased. It seems that every remaining creature was placed inside that thing. In its center, a black orb was flashing and getting bigger by the second. Galen didn’t know what that was, but he knew it wasn’t good. Galen put everything he had in his blast that slightly overpowered the enemies; this surprised them and gave him a chance to remove one of his hands from the blast do a Flash Bomb. They got hit with the explosive ball of power, and stopped their own, forgetting all about his Thunderbolt. The massive beast exploded in an array of black blood. Though the glowing orb, which was inside the creature, took a human form and stood up brandishing a sword similar to Galen’s. He was looking at a shadowy clone of himself. “Oh crap, this thing is imitating me.”

They charged at the same time, Galen sliced downwards at the creature, but it jumped over him and hit Galen with its foot, catching him in the back of the neck. Galen hit the ground hard, but then he managed rolled out of the way as it came down at him with its sword. As it hit the ground, Galen cut at its leg. Galen then yelled out shot out multiple lasts of lightning energy. The creature was pummeled with blast but wasn't going down. It seemed to be just as strong as Galen was, which wasn’t good. It started blocking the blast with its now powered-up sword as the multiple attacks were taking their toll on Galen’s body. Galen stopped and was recovering from the blasts he just fired as the creature rushed him with its charged up sword. The creature smiled triumphed as he saw Galen get "hit" with the slash at his body, but then that smile turned upside down as the image of Galen vanished, it was only an after image. Behind it, Galen had his sword raised surging with lightning energy on. He seemed to lose control of his body as he sliced and diced the creature until it was lying in a pile on the floor, lying in its own vile black blood. Blood was all over Galen’s, but he didn’t seem to care. He was smiling sadistically over his downed adversary. He spat on the pile and it sizzled as he tried to walk towards the exit. He fell to his knees as the room cleared it self once more. He had to stick his sword in the ground to keep him self up. Pulling off that teleportation and that last sword maneuver really drained him. Perhaps his father was right, learning these moves the right way was much more beneficial, cause he’d be ready to use them by time he mastered them. Though there was some good news, the area where his processor was inserted was glowing brilliantly.

Eventually he made it to his crystal processor and pulled it out. He felt energy surge into his body. It was such as rush that he felt as if he were going to pass out. But then it ended, and a voice from the crystal spoke to him. “Congratulations Jupiterian Prince, you have achieved power level 2. Check for upgraded and new moves. This crystal is no longer any use to you, good luck.” Then the voice was gone. Galen walked slowly towards the exit, with the little bit of energy he could get from the crystal. Elijah and Taj greeted him at the door, but decided not to touch him due to the blood all over his body. He said, “I’m about to go shower and go to bed. I suggest you two do the same. We have our first target to knock out tomorrow.” They nodded and watched as he went on his way slowly. Elijah turned to Taj and said, “When it’s time for us to go in there, I say we go in together, what say you?” Taj said nothing, but he nodded in agreement.

[Next Day near an enemy depot]

They planned to check on a base that was supposed to be some kind of weapons depot for the Ikraks. Elijah came to Galen and said, "Your going to be the leader for right now.” Galen look confused and replied, "Me? A leader, no way, I'm not a good leader.” Taj said, "Well you going to try or I'm going to take your place. "Ok, fine I’ll take the stupid leadership position, jeez." Galen said, "Have you two practiced your attacks.” They said yea, and the three flew off towards the base.

They approached cautiously and scanned the area for any enemies or other surprises. There was a gate surrounding the complex and the scanners picked up about a few dozen lasers beyond the main gate. Galen said, “Heh, piece of cake.” He reached for the gate lock and got a strong electrical jolt. Quickly he pulled his hand and clenched his hand in a fist. “Ok, maybe not so easy as I first assumed. Taj mumbled something incoherent, but it sounded almost like “idiot”, it probably was. Elijah said, "Ok, we need a plan. We can to maneuver around the lights, though the amount of time it’ll take will be tremendous, and then find....” While Elijah explained his plan to Taj, Galen zoned out and looked around the complex’s front end. It was then that he saw some sort of control panel of some sort. Galen thought about his attacks and then said to himself, "My Thunder Wave Destruction should be able to take out that panel." He swung his arm in an arc in front of him and a swirling mass of electricity came out and struck the panel. His attack short-circuited the control panel thus disabling the security system. Elijah stopped what he was saying and said sarcastically, "Or we could just destroy everything and walk in. As reckless as usual I see Galen.” Galen ignored him and cut down the fence with his sword. The explosion must have attracted some attention because some armed robots appeared at the door of the depot and started firing lasers from their blasters. Elijah said, "I'll take care of them.” He held out his hands cupped in front of him as the lasers flew around him. One hit him in his shoulder, and he winced, but did not stop charging his attack. Taj was about to pull him back when a huge fire energy beam shot out from Elijah’s hands and melted the robots, along with most of the entrance.

They entered the base with no problem except for some unlucky guards that were on duty. As they reached the main control room they saw the main generator, and weapon manufacturer. Strange looking guns were going through the cycle at alarming rates. Taj thought, “They must be planning some sort of attack with all this massive weaponry. This place needs to be shutdown pronto.” Galen tried his Thunderbolt Strike, but some sort of energy field around the generator absorbed it and made the machines move even faster. Galen said, “What the hell! Damn, I can do no good here. That shield will only absorb my attacks, and I think close range combat is out of the question. Unless your life goal is become roast.” Elijah thought for a second then said, "Taj use one of your ice attacks.” Taj nodded, and then held his hands above his head and a sphere of ice formed above him. He didn't launch it just yet; he just held it above his head and it got bigger and bigger. When he figured it was big enough, he threw it and it froze the shield generator and the shield itself just like Elijah probably thought it would. Galen pulled out his sword and struck the frozen shield as hard as he could. It cracked and broke leaving the generator vulnerable, or at least they thought it was. Numerous guns unfolded from the generator’s form and it started firing at them. Elijah and Taj jumped behind an upturned desk. Galen wasn't close enough to anything so he ran, but he got shot in his leg. The hot laser beam had ripped off a section of his leg. He screamed in agony as pain pulsed through his body. Elijah pulled him to safety and tied his bandana around Galen’s leg to stop the profuse bleeding. Galen looked at Elijah and said, help me up man. I got a score to settle. Elijah helped Galen to his feet as the machine continued firing. Galen tried to stand on his own, but couldn't, so he propped himself on the counter and charged up some sort of energy. He yelled,

"Let’s see how you handle a Black Lightning Blast!" A dark aura flowing with electrical sparks surrounded Galen as he shot out a black and yellow energy pulse of light. It engulfed the generator and Elijah and Taj docked for cover. As the generator exploded, Galen’s aura got bigger, and formed a shield around his body. Elijah and Taj built their auras also, and the auras protected them from the explosion somewhat. Though the force of the explosion caused Galen, who was closer to it than the others flew back to the wall. He hit his back on the wall hard and his aura faded as he passed out.

From somewhere in the facility, more Ikraks had come to see what the commotion was. And unlike the last few encounters, these ones were armed with laser weapons. Elijah yelled, “Fuck! Taj get him out of here!” Taj exclaimed, “Wait! What about you?? You can’t take them all yourself, you’re only brother I have, I can’t allow you to get yourself killed.” Elijah looked back down the hallway and watched as the Ikraks got closer and as they armed their weapons. They were set to kill most likely. It was then that a computer voice came over the P.A. system, “Self destruct is imminent. Please evacuate the premises. Self-destruct is imminent. Please…” Elijah looked back at Taj and said, “Right, let’s get the hell out of here!” With that said, they both grabbed one of Galen’s arms and flew down the hallway which they entered as fast as they could. Upon reaching the outside lawn, a loud blast was heard from within the building, and then the whole building ripped apart as the explosion roared through it. The force of it knocked the retreating trio onto the ground.

They slid on the ground for about two feet then came to a complete stop. It was then that Galen chose the time to wake up. He asked dizzyingly, “Wh-where are we? What happened?” Taj said, “You passed out after hitting the wall after the first explosion, then the whole compound blew up, but we got out in time apparently. Can’t say the same for the Ikraks inside though, heh.” Galen smiled despite his injuries, and rolled over on his back to stare at the sun. “Mission completed then…let’s go home. I need to treat this leg. It may not look like it, but it hurts like hell.” With that he laughed, and Elijah and Taj joined him in the action. 

[Back at the House]

________________________________________________________________________

Elijah and Taj left so Galen decided to repair his leg. He looked at the condition of his leg and saw that it would take a long time for it to fully heal back to the way it used to be, if it even goes back to normal at all. There was one other option, a quicker, more efficient one at that. Implanting robotic parts into his leg in place of the damaged ones. They had this technology on Jupiter, but it was still in its testing stages, and was constantly being upgraded. “Well, it’s certainly worth a try, better than limping around here all day nearly defenseless while my friends get stuck with the fighting.

Using Elijah’s T.A.D. he recreated the machinery required to run the process, and to repair his nearly severed leg. The painkillers he took would wear off soon, so he knew he’d have to do it quickly, or face that immense pain again.

Galen went outside and walked to the closest tree to the house and looked at it. It had to be about 3 feet in diameter. “Let’s see here.” He fell back into his fighting stance with his bionic leg as the back, kicking leg, and then he flung it at the tree in a spinning horse kick. The side of the tree dented in and pieces of tree flew in all directions. He smiled to himself and thought, “I could do some real damage with this against an enemies skull, heh.”

After that practice test, he walked back into the house in hopes to get something to eat from the fridge. It was then that he felt that something was wrong, the horrific feeling he was being watched. He was alerted by a noise beside him; the sound of a sword being extracted from its sheath. Galen turned quickly, and with his left hand, pulled out his sword. Either he was having a weird sense of déjà vu, or this was a bad side effect of the transplant, but for the second time in two days, he was looking at him self.

[Near the house]

________________________________________________________________________

As Taj and Elijah looked around for the trouble that some unknown caller made, Elijah began to wonder if it was some sort of hoax, “Or a trap even. Better call back Taj.” He radioed Taj, but he didn’t answer his communicator, so Elijah left a message to meet him back at the base. He didn't respond right away so Elijah started to fly back towards the house when he was hit from behind, an attack, which knocked him out of the sky and towards the ground. He rolled as he hit the ground, and got to his feet to face his opponent. Whoever it was, was being masked by the sunlight, which glared in Elijah’s face. Whoever it was, had pissed Elijah off, and whoever it was, was going to die. The figure floated from the sky slowly, and landed softly on the ground. Elijah’s eyes went wide when he recognized his attacker. It was he.

________________________________________________________________________

Taj could have sworn he heard Elijah's voice, but he had a much more important matter at hand. He thought, “Some creep is using my face and making me look bad.” The Taj clone fired an Ice Sphere, but Taj countered with a Typhoon Slash causing his other self’s ice to freeze in mid-air. Taj pulled out his sword and cut the ball of ice in half. It plummeted to the ground and shattered. Taj smiled and got into a ready stance, then the clone pulled out its sword as well. They both then flew at one another with swords in hand. They both threw numerous attacks at the other, but none of them connected until the clone did a quick lunge and sliced Taj’s side. Taj cursed silently to himself, and then he counter sliced at the recovering clone and he cut his clone’s arm off. It then writhed in pain screaming and holding the stub that was left. Taj was smiling until he saw it had started some sort of regeneration process. Before it could fully regain its arm Taj held out his sword and said, "Blizzard Wind.” He then swung his sword around really fast, causing sub zero winds to propel from his attacking sword. The wind froze the clone. It then fell from the sky with a horrified expression written on its face. Just like the ice sphere it threw, the clone shattered on impact, breaking off into nearly a few hundred pieces of ice. Taj then said to himself, “I should go see if Elijah needs my help; there might be more of these copies.”

________________________________________________________________________

Elijah was badly injured by now, but so was his clone. Apparently, neither of them was going to give up. Somehow it had the same traits and abilities as Elijah, and not just some look alike posing as him. It rushed at him and stabbed downwards with its sword. Elijah back flipped away as the clone withdrew its sword from the soil and slashed at him again, but it caught Elijah’s foot in its chin as he was finishing his second flip. It drew back wiping the blood from its mouth and spit out blood to the side. And with amazing persistence, it continued on like nothing happened at all. Elijah said to himself, “This bastard just won’t go down. Perhaps one of my new moves will take care of this insolent being that pretends to be me.”

Elijah powered up a Flame Wheel, but at the same time the clone, as headstrong as Elijah is, jumped at Elijah with its sword prepared to cut Elijah in half. Elijah threw his hand back and the fireball in his hand extended into a chain of fireballs. Elijah hurled his attack at the advancing clone and it wrapped his opponent’s body in a ring of fire. Its sword dropped and disappeared to where ever it came from. Te clothes and skin of the clone burned and melted as the fire constricted it as it tried to get free. Elijah asked with authority, "Who do you work for?” The clone spoke in a low scratchy voice similar to Elijah’s, "I will never tell you, you filthy piece of sum.” Elijah held his temper, but increased the grip on the rings and asked again, “Ok you fucker, once more chance. Who the hell sent you?! The clone must have been through an extensive anti-interrogation program, or was simply crazy. It merely spit at Elijah, so Elijah, in a cry of rage, made the rings squeeze the clone until his body was cut down the middle as the rings increased their grip. The two halves fell to the ground, covering the green grass with its blood. Just as Elijah was admiring his kill, Taj flew up and explained what happened to him. It didn’t take long to put two and two together for Elijah to say what he said next. Elijah said, "Galen might be in trouble."

[At the house]          

Galen dodged a Thunderbolt Strike and while in mid-air threw a flash bomb which was easily dodged. So far it was an even match. The clone stopped trying to cut Galen with his sword and started powering up something, and aura surrounded its body. Of course Galen wasn't stupid; he was trying to attempt a Black Lightning Blast. Just as he fired the massive bean, Galen teleported away as the blast tore off a section of the house and most of the forest outside. While he recovered from firing, Galen drew his sword and slashed him a few times with his sword before his clone jumped away. He started healing his wounds, though its clothes remained cut, which allowed Galen to see the process. “Oh, this is some bullshit. Why don’t you just die!” They jumped in air and slashed at each other then hit the ground facing away from each other. A wound opened up on Galen’s shoulder, but his opponent seemed to have taken the most of the attack because he fell to the ground holding his side.

Galen powered up a Soul Disrupter as his clone struggled to get up to his feet, determined to continue the fight to the end. Galen released the power in a ray of light that from his fingers that pierced into the clone’s chest. The light came out the other side with a sphere of swirling light, the clone’s soul. Its soul flew over to Galen, as the clone fell to the ground dead. As Galen touched it out of curiosity he felt the creature’s thoughts, visions, and dreams up until the time he killed it. It appears that it had no free will, it was completely under control, it only felt hate for its creator, it never knew other emotions or what life was like. Despite how it felt, it could do nothing against the power held over it. No visual or audio of the leader was present within the memory. Galen felt sorry for it almost and more hatred for the Ikrak leader. Somehow Galen absorbed the soul and darkness filled his vision as the creature's mind overtook Galen’s. Galen lost control of his body as an inner evil overcame him. It was then that Elijah and Taj decided to fly in. Elijah said, “Hey Galen, what happened here? You ok?” Galen pounced on Elijah knocking him to the ground, and prepared to charge up an energy blast, but Taj hit him on the back of his head with the hilt of his sword. This knocked Galen unconscious, and he fell to the floor as his the coloring of his eyes went back to normal.

[Sometime Later]

Galen awoke in a chair, and he was strapped down to it. He looked around warily, wondering what was going on. The house looked fixed and back in order. The last thing he remembers was reviewing the life of the clone that he had killed. He was starting to get pissed off though, because he hated being confined like this usually. His eyes turned red as they did before and he pulled at the straps and broke them. He started to run, to escape, to kill, but he hit an invisible wall, which knocked him flat on his ass. He then banged his closed fist on the wall that blocked his way to freedom. Then he heard Elijah's voice, "Galen, calm down would you. Or do I have to remove the oxygen from that confinement chamber, don’t make me have to do it.” Galen looked into Elijah’s eyes, which was behind him at the time that Galen had awaken, most likely to monitor Galen’s responses. Galen turned back to normal and sat down on the floor. Elijah smiled slightly then asked, “Now that I got your attention, I need you to tell me what happened here.

[Shortly]

It seems that when Galen absorbed the soul of the creature he also got the evil enhancement that made the clone pugnacious. So when he gets really angry, he turns into an uncontrollable, super intelligent-killing machine. Elijah ran test on his DNA and abilities. The process could be reversed, but it’d take more tests. It also seems that along with the clone’s curse, Galen also gained it abilities, or stronger, more energy consuming versions of his current powers. Judging by his now sealed wounds; he also gained the skill to heal his body at a much faster rate than an average human.

________________________________________________________________________

Galen received a message on his computer from Princess Keylania, from the Planet Jupiter. She is his future bride, and future Queen of the Planet. Elijah said, "What does she want from you now.” Galen said, "She’s just coming to visit me.” Taj smiled, “Well isn’t that sweet of her. To come check up on you, heh.” Elijah added, “Or coming to beat your ass in another training session.” Galen continued looking at the computer screen and said, “Both of you…shut the fuck up. Where are your girls at, huh?” They stopped smiling and went silent. “Uh huh, like I thought.” They both walked off glumly, mumbling to themselves while it was Galen’s turn to smile.

[The Next Week]

Galen ran around the house cleaning like crazy. Taj asked as he watched his friend teleporting to and fro fixing up things, "Is something wrong Galen?” Galen replied, "Everything must be perfect for her arrival.” Elijah shook his head, “Galen, you're a neat freak when it comes to your girl coming. But you’re usually a complete slob.” Galen shot him a glaring look and electricity flowed on his hands as if he were about to let loose an attack. Elijah jumped behind the couch, and then Galen laughed. Elijah stood up, with his face flustered, “Ok, not cool! Don’t scare me like that, damn you!” Galen just continued to smile, and kept cleaning up.

[Later]

Her transporter arrived an hour earlier than Galen expected. He made himself more presentable while Elijah answered the door. As she stepped into the living room, Galen slid down the rail to see the most beautiful girl in the solar system; in his honest opinion. She walked up to him smiling and hugged him. Galen said shyly, "Hi Keylania.” He knelt and kissed her hand, then she started blushing. He said, "You've gotten a lot stronger and prettier since the last time I've seen you.” Galen expected her to blush again, but she just said to Galen, "It’s good to see you again my prince. I've been training so I could help you, I've even made it to level two.” Elijah and Taj's jaws dropped to the floor. Taj stuttered, "Y-Y-You got to le-le-level two?” Galen laughed then said, "She's wonderful isn't she, and we could use as much help as we can get to save this world.” She looked around the house for the first time. "This place is nice," she said. Taj said, "Yeah, Galen cleaned it just for you, been at it since he knew you were coming.” She smiled and said, "You're so kind, but you didn't have to do it.” Galen replied with a smile, "I'd do anything for you Keylania.” Elijah said, “Oh my god that was so soft." That got Elijah being chased around the house, with Galen close behind with his sword drawn.

End Of Chapter 1
