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ONLINE FACULTY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

MODULE 1 – UNDERSTANDING THE ADULT LEARNER

SECTION 1 – ADULT LEARNER CHARACTERISTICS AND NEEDS

COMPLETION GUIDE

Following are some additional recommendations that will facilitate your completion of this section:
· Answer all reflection questions.  You may include either a handwritten or a computer generated document in you faculty development portfolio (FDP).  For your convenience, a Word document with the questions is available by going to www.geocities.com/deancastilla/forms.html
· Take it to the Classroom:  Use these activities only when appropriate, depending on the type of course that you teach.  If you teach several subjects, consider using just one of your courses as a sample, and, in situations where personal information may be shared, working only with volunteers.  Please check with your dean first, if you plan to bring a guest speaker to the classroom.
· Page 30, Time Considerations & Life Responsibilities: You are asked to complete the Classroom Policies Checklist document.  For those who teach several subjects, take only one course as a sample for this project and consider both your attendance and grading policies.
· Page 43, A Financial Investment: You need to complete the Quality Assurance Checklist.  As indicated above, select only one course if you teach more than one subject.

· Page 49, Student Preference Survey: You are asked to create a chart with questions for a student survey.  There is no need to create such document.  Consider informal surveys with students to assess their individual needs.
· Page 49, Adult Learner Approaches:  Consider informal discussions about student situations during your breaks (this is already happening, anyway!), and their management based on the concepts covered in section 1.  Are you interested in forming a discussion group and help document these activities?  Please let your dean of academics know.
· Page 49, Adult Learning Resources Search:  Print an article of your choice, to be included in your FDP.

· Page 51, Instructor Improvement Plan:  At this time, this document is not required.

· Page 51, Professional Development Portfolio Elements: Submit all required paperwork by the due date.  There is no need to print the file linked to this section.  The deans will complete a custom form, which includes a checklist of all required elements.







