♪ Grace Notes ♪
Announcement Newsletter for the Northern Delaware Alumnae Chapter

Vol. 1, Is. 5

                                V. Nicole Gallagher, Editor
Meeting Time & Location


This month’s meeting will be held this Saturday, May 5, 2007, at 12:45pm at Noreen Slease’s house.  This is a formal meeting, so wear your pin and dress professionally.  Those who are speaking or singing during the ceremonies are asked to arrive by 12:15pm.   All others please arrive by 12:30pm.  We will also be revoting on officers, so we need a quorum of votes.

Noreen Slease’s Address:
100 Edgewood Road






Wilmington, DE 19803

See page 3 for directions and page 4 for the agenda.  Please print out your own copy of the agenda.  FrEd Talk can be found on page 5.
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Things to Remember

Please remember to bring the following to Saturday’s meeting:

· Bring your dues ($30 for active members, $15 for new graduates affiliating).  – IMPORTANT: If you have not paid dues beforehand and do not bring your dues, you may not vote at the meeting!

· Bring your Officer Election ballots!  If you are attending the meeting, please bring your ballot with you.  For those who cannot attend the meeting, please email your votes to Mandy Mill (blackmill@comcast.net) by 5pm on Friday, May 4.  Any questions, email Mandy, or see her previous email.

· Bring your end-of-year reports! If you are an officer, please bring you end-of-year reports for Mandy.  Only exceptions are for those who have previously worked something out with Mandy.

· Bring your camera!  We will need pictures of the event for the scrapbook.  Also, if you have pictures from past events, please bring them as well.  (Nicole can accept CDs as well as take pictures directly off of memory sticks.)

· Bring old cell phones and ink cartridges! Please bring them in a Ziploc bag and turn them in to Lauren Cataldi-May.

Remember that there is still a way to vote if you cannot attend the meeting!  Please email your ballot to Mandy Mill (blackmill@comcast.net) by 5pm Friday.  This will ensure that she has time to receive the email and record the vote.  [image: image1.jpg]
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Dates to Remember

Please keep the following future event dates in mind and write them on your calendar:

· May 5, 2007 – Happy birthday, Eta Rho!
· May 6, 2007 – Epsilon Epsilon’s senior commitment ceremony.  8pm.  See below for location.
· May 12, 2007 – Eta Rho’s initiation ceremony.  3pm.  See below for location.  Also, Happy Birthday, CNJAC!
· May 26, 2007 – UD Commencement.  Congratulations to Nicole (Master of Civil Engineering) as well as several Eta Rho sisters!
· June 23, 2007 – Informal meeting at Mandie’s house.  1pm.  Includes a pool party and some food (if you help by bringing something).
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Other Announcements

· Eta Rho (University of Delaware)
Eta Rho's Initiation date has been changed, in hopes that more alumnae could attend. Initiation will now be held on May 12, 2007 at 3pm in Amy E. Dupont Music Building at the University of Delaware.  Also, they would like to thank Liz Lockhart-Videtto for refurbishing their electric badge!
· Epsilon Epsilon (West Chester University)
We are having our senior commitment on Sunday, May 6th at 8:00PM at the new Swope School of Music (817 S High St., West Chester, PA 19383).  If anyone from the chapter would like to attend, please email our incoming president, Katie Capasso KC590470@wcupa.edu , and she can send someone down that night to help direct you to the room.  We would love to meet you.

· Sigma Alpha Iota Circle
SAI now has an online community where you can chat with other sisters from around the country, as well as network for jobs, etc.  To sign up, go to the web address below and sign up with your name, initiating chapter, and initiating year.  You must be a sister, distinguished member, or patroness to sign up (in other words, no outside visitors).  NDEA and the Phi A Province already have their own groups!  Come join us!

https://sigmaalphaiota.affinitycircles.com/sigmaalphaiota
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Directions to the Meeting

From the South:

Take I-95N to exit 8-A, Concord Pike (202) South.  when ramp splits, stay in right lane, toward Wilmington, (not toward PA).  Bear right and go to first traffic light where you turn rt., pull into adjacent parking lot on rt., and whip a U-turn to back track to Concord Pike North.  (I don't think there's a street sign, there, but just back-track). From Concord Pike, stay in left lane to turn left at first light (there is a left-turn lane and signal, but also there's alot of construction there now, and it could be a challenge).  You will turn left onto Augustine Cut-Off and be prepared for the first rt. into Alapocas on Edgewood Rd.
Cross one intersection (School Rd.) and we are the second house on the left:  

100 Edgewood Rd.
                           984-0144

From the North:

Take I-95S to exit 8-A, follow directions exactly as above.
 

From the West:

Take Concord Pike (202) South through many strip shopping centers (2 or 3 miles??) until you see Astra-Zeneca, (landmark), on right (there will be lots of construction on that corner and the rest of the way on Concord Pike).  Proceed to Augustine Cut-Off on rt.(just before the I-95 junction). Turn rt. on Augustine Cut-Off and take first rt. into Alapocas on Edgewood Rd.  Cross one intersection (School Rd.) and we are the second house on the left.
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Agenda


Sigma Alpha Iota, Northern DE Alumnae Chapter

Grow closer as a Sisterhood, Be more involved with College Chapters, and Service Projects

Formal Meeting

May 5th, 2007

Noreen Slease’s Home

I. Award Ceremonies

II. Opening Ceremony/Roll Call

III. Minutes

IV. Treasurer’s Report

V. Old Business

A. Province Gathering

B. Fundraisers 

i. Piggies

ii. Downtown Newark Event Sat. July 15th (2-9 pm) – tabled from May

C. Ceramics Social/Choir

D. SAI Puzzle/Game 

VI. New Business

A. Officer Reelections

B. Bank account loose ends 

i. Province Gathering Folders 

ii. Member Reimbursements

a. Nativity Prep Reimbursements

b. Roses Reimbursements

iii. Philanthropies Donations

iv. Other “loose ends”

C. ’07 – ’08 Budget/dues

D. Officer Reports

E. Pig painting party

VII. Anything I may have missed

VIII. Officer Installation
IX. Closing Ceremony, then Musicale (Sing-a-long)

***Reminders:***
-     Eta Rho Initiation- May 12th at 3 pm in the Amy Dupont Music Building

-     June 23rd meeting/pool party at 1 pm – Mandie Cardillo’s house

-     To vote you must have paid your local dues! They are $30 for the year, but only $15 if you’re a new graduate!
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FRED Talk with Liz and Jenn

April, 2007


‘Great Ideas for a Healthy Active Chapter’

Brainstorming Ideas From Province Day- Ideas For Connecting With New Members

We were able to attend a great workshop at the Province Gathering this month.  Besides connecting with a lot of great sisters, there were many fun topics available to experience (Including Mandie’s SAI Stomp! (.)  We would like to share with you the notes that Liz took from the workshop, SAI Life After Graduation, which was presented by the president of the Central New Jersey Alumnae Chapter, Tracy A. Reinhardt.  She helped spark a discussion among all of the sisters at the workshop about ideas to get alumnae chapters working and thriving successfully.  Many of the ideas presented are things that we already do or are in the process of making happen.  It was also great to see some new ideas, especially from the collegiate sisters, on things that they are looking to experience in alumnae life.  Bottom line, if we reach out, make them feel needed, and keep them feeling welcome, we can assist the chapter in becoming strong and successful and sisters will want to continue to make our chapter a happy and successful place to be.

Tracy thought it would be a great idea to share this with our chapter and later on the new SAI Circle for discussion.  Here are Liz’s notes:

SAI Life After Graduation

Workshop for SAI Phi A Province Gathering

Saturday, April 21, 2007

Presented By- Tracy A. Reinhardt, President CNJ Alumnae- SAI

tarhardt@yahoo.com








FRED Talk- Pg. 2

Objective: 

To be able to discuss tasks & events that happen while being an active sister in an alumnae chapter.

Overview:

Broaden an understanding of what alumnae chapters do and how they function

We explored ideas through group brainstorming sessions, as well as small and large group discussions.

Process:  The meeting was broken up into two groups at first, ‘college’ sisters and ‘alumnae’ sisters.  One member from each group wrote down ideas from the small discussion group and we then came together as a class to discuss the different ideas.

Question #1:  What does your chapter do?

(Things that college chapters do)

Service projects [Ronald McDonald Charity, sing at hospitals, Toys for Tots, teddy bear

     drive, book drive, assisting with campus help department, walks, scholarships]

Musicales

Socials (many versions- dances, formals, parties, etc.)

Fundraisers (many versions- fundraisers for Philanthropies, charities, chapter funds, 

     etc.)

(Things that alumnae chapters do)

Fundraising

Scholarships

Musicales

Service projects 

Socials

Support college chapters

Support each other

Give honors to sisters

Sisterhood
FRED [fraternity education]

Ritual 

Planning Province Day

Question #2:  (for alumnae) What are we looking for in a new active alumnae member?

The alumnae group’s ideas-

A new sister should be active / take a leadership responsibility

She can bring in new ideas/ enthusiasm into the chapter

She can help with recruiting as a liaison to her graduating chapter or a local 

     collegiate chapter.  Being closer in age to collegiate members may help garner 

     interest in continuing as an alumna.

She can share her music and performance ideas

To be regular in her attendance

Strive to be officers- possibly volunteering to be in a committee or chair a committee

To be a strong liaison with the college chapter activities and projects









FRED Talk- Pg. 3

Question #2:  (for college sisters) What do we want to see in a prospective alumnae chapter?

The college group’s ideas-

We want to be active

Opportunities for me to take part

A friendly environment

Musical activities- recitals or a way to perform

Service projects

Productivity in the chapter (they want the chapter to accomplish something as a group

     each year.)

Serious but fun (NOT ONLY BUSINESS in MEETINGS)- they want time to get to

     know everyone.

Mixed aged group- they would like to meet people near their age and have connections 

     to older, more established women in their area.

Final Question:  The groups were then split evenly into two groups: ‘The Reds’ and ‘The Roses’, each made up of an even split of collegiate and alumnae sisters.  They were then

asked- What are some things that we can do to help bring us closer together as sisters and as an organization?

Ideas from the ‘Reds’-

Musicale and a tea afterwards

Instrument Petting Zoo- Let local school-aged students hold, touch, and play

     instruments to spark their interest and love of music.

Crafts together (decorating piggies or ceramic pottery painting at a make-and-take store,

     needlework, or other crafts)

Joint service projects- like the Instrument Petting Zoo

Social events (a PARTY in the fall and spring….just party no official business ;) )

Senior outreach (personalized congratulations cards after senior commitment rituals/ 

     pass out informational brochures about the local alumnae chapter)

Outreach to younger sisters (to make them aware that the alumnae chapter will always 

     be there in the future for them- personalized congratulations cards for new sisters- 

     mention your chapter website so they can check it out ( )

Joint musicales (on-campus musicales are GREAT, but even invite sisters to participate

       in musicales out in the community [at a monthly meeting, retirement community, 

     etc.])

Big sister/little sister (have an alumnae big to help a new alumnae member adjust to her

      new chapter life and help her feel welcome and involved with the group.)

Use The SAI Circle (a new online discussion group/community, started by the fraternity 

     to connect with sisters all over, network for jobs, make new friends, and share ideas 

     that work in SAI all over the world.  You must register with them to join: 

     https://sigmaalphaiota.affinitycircles.com/sigmaalphaiota
Ideas from the ‘Roses’-

Joint musicales with collegiate and alumnae sisters performing (possibly preparing a 

     piece or two together [woodwind/brass ensemble or a choral SSA work])

Attend rituals at the college and alumnae level

Joint service projects

FRED Talk- Pg. 4

(Continued ideas from the ‘Roses’)

Dinners (all plan to go to a restaurant together or have a pot luck at someone’s house)

Graduation dinner- hosted by the alumnae chapter in honor of all of the graduating 

     Seniors.

Concerts- arrange concerts together or attend a local orchestra concert or musical show 

     together.

Bus trips- possibly to Atlantic City or Mohegan Sun or even visit a big city for the day.

Picnics

Have collegiate sisters invite alumnae to their preview recitals or degree recitals

Alumnae can help with undergrad fundraisers

Conclusion:   There are a lot more similarities than differences between alumnae and college chapters of SAI.  We all share a great love of Sisterhood, Music, and Service.  We can all become more aware of new ideas that will help all of our chapters flourish and blossom. (
Hopefully we helped give everyone some ideas to get you thinking.  Now it’s time to ‘Tawk Amongst Yourselves…’

Liz Lockhart-Videtto and Jennifer Lipinsky
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