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                                V. Nicole Gallagher, Editor
Meeting Time & Location


This month’s meeting will be held this Saturday, March 24, 2007, at 12pm at Nativity Prep.  An informal meeting will begin at 12pm, followed by music workshops for the students.  Please remember that we are voting on two officers currently, so we need a quorum of votes.

Nativity Prep Address:
1515 Linden Street





Wilmington, DE 19805

See page 3 for directions and page 4 for the agenda.  Please print out your own copy of the agenda.  Mandy will only bring 6 copies.
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Things to Remember

Please remember to bring the following to Saturday’s meeting:

· Bring your dues ($30 for active members, $15 for new graduates affiliating).  – IMPORTANT: If you have not paid dues beforehand and do not bring your dues, you may not vote at the meeting!

· Bring your Officer Election ballots!  If you are attending the meeting, please bring your completed ballot with you.  For those who cannot attend the meeting, please email your votes to Mandy Mill (blackmill@comcast.net) by Thursday, March 22.

· Bring your instrument, extra mouthpiece, and/or sanitary spray if you volunteered to bring one.  Also, remember any other extra items you may have volunteered for, as well as prepare you talk if you will talk about an instrument.

· Bring your camera!  We will need pictures of the event for the scrapbook.

· Bring old cell phones and ink cartridges! Please bring them in a Ziploc bag and turn them in to Lauren Cataldi-May.

Remember that there is still a way to vote if you cannot attend the meeting!  Please email your ballot to Mandy Mill (blackmill@comcast.net) by Thursday night.  This will ensure that she has time to receive the email and record the vote.
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Dates to Remember

Please keep the following future event dates in mind and write them on your calendar:

· March 30, 2007 – Province Gathering Planning Committee Meeting.  7pm.  Please contact Elke for further directions and to confirm your attendance.
· March 31, 2007 – Social at Everyday Artists in Hockessin.  1pm.  Email Marybeth for details.  Afterwards, come to Nicole’s apartment to work on the SAI scrapbook!
· April 4, 2007 – Joint musicale with Eta Rho.  8pm.  Contact Noreen for details.
· April 21, 2007 – Phi A Province Gathering, hosted by the Northern New Jersey Alumnae Chapter.  10:30am-5pm, Kean University.
· May 5, 2007 – Formal Meeting at Noreen’s house.  1pm.  Will include awards and officer installations.  2006-2007 officers should have their end-of-year reports ready for Mandy.
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Other Announcements

· Northern Delaware

Jennifer-Louise Palermo has information on the 2007 SAI Scholarships and Grants.  There are some scholarships/grants relating to performing and graduate work.  If you are interested in finding out more, please see her after the meeting!
· University of Delaware
Eta Rho's Initiation date has been changed, in hopes that more alumnae could attend. Initiation will now be held on May 12, 2007 at 3pm in Amy E. Dupont Music Building at the University of Delaware.  Also, UD sisters are participating in Relay for Life.  If you would like to donate money to their team, please go to this website: https://www.kintera.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge.asp?ievent=189989&lis=0&kntae189989=EC9680F3E89C42BF81202A84C84EDFE9
· Central New Jersey
The Central New Jersey Alumnae Chapter will be putting on a Kodaly workshop on March 28th at New Jersey City University as a service project.  All are encouraged to attend.  Teachers can get continuing education credits for attending this workshop.
· Province Gathering Planning Committee Meeting
Another committee meeting is planned for March 30, 2007 to make more definitive plans once all registrations are mailed in.  Email Elke if you plan to attend so you can receive directions.  Registration forms were just emailed out and forwarded to all members.                                                            
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Directions to the Meeting

Directions to Nativity Prep:

from I-95N, take DE Ave. exit; ramp has 2 or 3 stops before you're forced to 

turn L or R, turn left (away from the city) and stay in left lane where it 

splits off from DE Ave and becomes PA Ave.  pass Ursuline Academy on left, 

proceed to next stop light and get in left turning lane to turn left on 

Broom (one-way).

Stay on Broom for a long way, (pass Lancaster, a major intersection).  Then 

turn right on Linden, notice townhouses on rt.(I think); you'll see a fence 

and take rt. into driveway of school (see Nativity sign).

If you reach Clayton, you've gone too far.

Nativity Prep

1515 Linden St.

777-1015

my cell -  388-5915, in case you get lost.

From I-95 S., take DE AVe. exit.  At end of ramp, turn right onto DE Ave. 

and follow above directions.

The project starts at 1:00.  I think Mandy wants us there at noon.

See you then!

Noreen
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Agenda


Sigma Alpha Iota, Northern DE Alumnae Chapter

Grow closer as a Sisterhood, Be more involved with College Chapters, and Service Projects

Informal Meeting

March 24th, 2007

Education with Students 1:00 pm, Abbreviated Meeting Immediately Following

Nativity Prep

I.   Call to Order

II.  Minutes

III.  Treasurer’s Report 

IV.  Old Business

A.  Service Projects

- Nativity Prep 

- Joint recital/benefit concert with Eta Rho

B.  Ceramics Social/Choir

V.   New Business

A. Officer Elections

B. Service Project/Fundraiser

  
-   Downtown Newark Event – March 31 (4-9 pm) or Sat. July 15th (2-9 pm)

C.  April - Province Gathering  

D. Date for June Meeting?

E. Additional Money in Bank Account Ideas

· Donate to Philathropies

· Donate folder supplies for Province Gathering

· NDEA end-of-year party

· Other suggestions

VI.  Anything I may have missed
VII. Close the Meeting 
***Reminders:***
· April 21st – Province Gathering in NJ

· May 5, 1 pm Formal Meeting at Noreen’s House (including lunch)– Award Presentations and Officer Installation.  Officers, please have your end-of-year reports ready for Mandy at this meeting.

-     To vote you must have paid your local dues! They are $30 for the year, but only $15 if you’re a              new graduate!
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FRED Talk with Liz and Jenn

March, 2007


‘You learn something new every day….’
Some New Interesting Info from FrEd

We recently received some information from National Headquarters.  There’s some cool stuff coming for rituals and MIT in colleges.  We also have an opportunity to get a free gift! (  

I wanted to pass on some information and brainstorm for ideas to help us get our free gift.  Some of this stuff I knew, but I guess I missed some of this information at National Convention this summer.  Even some of the college chapter ladies were surprised by some of these.

First off, our NVP Deb Volker reminded us about MIT pins.  We haven’t had any of them yet, but maybe in the future NDEA might. (woo hoo!)  The pins should be kept by our chapter VPR and are the property of the chapter unless the chapter allows the MIT to keep the pin after initiation.  If the MIT does keep the pin, the chapter should add the cost of replacement pins ($3) to maintain the supply of chapter pins.

Something cool that I also found out was that we can order a Table Badge for Chapter Anniversary Ceremonies (like the 5th, 10th, 1 Millionth [it doesn’t hurt to dream…]) We would need to reserve one at least 6 weeks prior to needing it by contacting National Headquarters at 828-251-0606 or emailing: nh@sai-national.org.

This wouldn’t affect us, but National allows college chapters to have their Senior Commitment ceremony early for students who will not be returning to campus, due to student teaching/internships.  All they need to do is get approval of the local Province Officer.

Here’s one that made me cry…all chapters must switch to the use of battery candles by 2009.  I know it’s safer, but the lovely glow of candlelight always makes me smile.  Since we have a lifetime supply of tapers already, we need to go candle crazy until December, 2008.  I guess we’ll have to make sure the new candles can fit in our cool candleholders.  









FRED Talk- Pg. 2

Deb also gave us the paperwork for the new awards.  We heard a little about these at National Convention over the summer and it’s great to know that these are now available to our NDEA membership.  SAI now has a Patroness Sword of Honor.  She would be bestowed this honor in the same way an initiated member would receive the Sword of Honor. The Patroness award is a very beautiful sword with a sapphire.  The next new award is the Rose of Constancy.  This is awarded to an alumnae member for outstanding fraternity service for a minimum of 35 years after college.  This is a beautiful new way to honor a woman for her sacrifice and dedication to our sisterhood.  There has also been a revision to the Rose of Dedication award.  Now there is a minimum requirement of 25 years of service to the fraternity after college.  The final new award is the Wreath of Achievement.  This is awarded to a member for outstanding and faithful service to the fraternity on the chapter, province, and national levels.  This is one award that I didn’t hear about at convention.  It’s another beautiful way to honor a beloved sister.

The National Policy for SAI Badges was also clarified for sisters.  Your SAI badge is the official property of the Fraternity.  We all pay for a lifetime lease on our badges.  Upon death, or resignation from SAI, the badge must be returned to National Headquarters.  Badges of deceased members are kept in our Fraternity Memorial Collection and can be requested by a descendant to wear when she has been initiated.  A suggestion that has been put forth by National is for all of us to fill out a badge disposition form to be kept with your personal papers, to ensure that your badge ends up in the proper place…One weird thing though, the ladies said that we would receive a copy of the badge dispensation form to use, but they forgot. (  We even checked online and it isn’t there either..hmmm…As soon as we find one, we’ll pass it along.
The last thing that I’m putting to the chapter is a hunt for ideas.  We are entering a new century with MIT training in SAI.  We now will have access to cyber FRED, right on our national website.  We will have access to puzzles and games to assist our MITs and the MITs of collegiate chapters.  Here’s the really cool part.  If we submit a puzzle or a game to the new cyber FRED, our chapter will get the choice of receiving a wicked-cool spiral bound SAI songbook or we can get a $10 credit towards the purchase a chapter copy of the history book, Sigma Alpha Iota, A History .  ALL we have to do is think up a submission before April 1st.  So many brilliant minds…we should be able to think up something.  Either of these great prizes would be a great asset to our chapter.  Send any of your ideas to: lockharte@christiana.k12.de.us and we’ll pass them along.

We’re still looking for the next person to share their chapter history and memories with us for the Spotlight Chapter.  [Hint, hint…some of our ladies from exotic locales other than Northern Delaware…(I was thinking of spotlighting Eta Rho as a group project a little later since there are more of us around right now ()]  Email either of us at jaz1973@sbcglobal.net or lockharte@christina.k12.de.us.  Now, go ‘Tawk amongst yourselves…’

Liz Lockhart-Videtto and Jennifer Lipinsky
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