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A Brand New Chapter

On April 8, 2006, the Northern Delaware Alumnae Group is scheduled to be installed as an official alumnae chapter of ΣΑΙ!  We will be the first alumnae chapter ever to be located in Delaware in ΣΑΙ’s over 100-year history!

The events begin at 3pm and include the affiliation and installation ceremonies, a meeting and musicale, brief officers training, and finally end with a dinner at Bennigan’s Restaurant.  Except for dinner, all events are located in the Amy E. duPont Music Building at the University of Delaware.  Thanks to the Eta Rho Chapter for providing these rooms for us!  If you wish to attend, please RSVP to Nicole Gallagher of N. DE Alum (nikkeyg@udel.edu) or Anna Ratliff, Phi A Province Officer (PhiASAI@verizon.net).

National Convention

The ΣΑΙ National Convention will be held July 27-31, 2006, in Orlando, FL.  Several of us will be attending.  For those interested, do not forget to fill out and send in your registration form!  You can download a copy from the National Website (http://www.sai-national.org).  You will get a special rate at the Renaissance Orlando Hotel ($115 per night per room) and this will be available from 3 days before until 3 days after convention.

Also, please remember that we are participating in Phlea Phlam by selling our little money pigs!  Even if you cannot attend convention, please help in the painting of these pigs.  The more we make, the more money we raise not only for ourselves, but also for ΣΑΙ Philanthropies, Inc.!
Past Events
Since October, the Northern Delaware Alumnae Group has been working very hard!  Here are some of the highlights.
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January/February Meetings
Meetings were held in January and February.  Some officers have changed, so please refer to the last page of this newsletter for an updated list.  Thanks to both Noreen and Amanda M.  for hosting and providing wonderful lunches!
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Phi Province Day
 On November 12, 2005, the Eta Rho Chapter at the University of Delaware hosted the Phi Province Day.  The guest of honor was Sarah Mason, National Vice President of Membership.  Shelby MacFarlane, National Vice President of Extension and Fraternity Development, also attended.  The Northern Delaware Alumnae Group provided breakfast for the event.  The Alumnae Group also contributed a basket to be raffled off to raise money for Philanthropies.   Between all 4 baskets present, approximately $260 was raised for Philanthropies!


Northern DE Alumnae Group Members at Province Day with National Officers, Phi A Province Officer Anna Ratliff, and Eta Rho Province Day Chair Lauren Doyle
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Ingleside Retirement Apartments
On November 5, 2005, the Northern Delaware Alumnae Group performed a short concert for the residents of the Ingleside Retirement Apartments.  Noreen Slease organized this event.  The residents enjoyed it very much, and our sisters had fun performing for them!
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Scrapbooking
To aid in documenting the history of this chapter, a scrapbook is in the works.  However, Nicole Gallagher, Editor/Historian, needs help collecting photos from the past events!  If you have any photos, please send them along to her.  Send digital pictures to nikkeyg@udel.edu, or bring printed pictures to chapter events.  Any printed photographs will be scanned in and returned at the next event.


Don’t forget to check out our website!  It is still undergoing construction/renovation, but current information is up, and any feedback on the layout and design would be appreciated!

http://www.geocities.com/de_sai_alum

Calendar


March 

19th :
Performance at Forwood Manor at 3pm.  Meeting to follow.

April                  8th:
Chapter Installation!  Events start at 3pm (charter members please arrive by 2:30pm) and include installation and affiliation ceremonies, a meeting and musicale, officer training, and dinner at Bennigan’s.  Please RSVP, especially if attending dinner.

May
20th:
Meeting scheduled for 1pm at Marybeth’s home.

31st:
Deadline for early registration for National Convention.


Future Events
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Forwood Manor
The sisters of the Northern Delaware Alumnae chapter are planning to perform several musical selections for the residents of Forwood Manor.  It is sure to be a lot of fun!  Sisters, please arrive at 2:30pm.  There will be a meeting to follow.



Do you…


Have some news you want to put in the newsletter? Want to announce your birthday, performance, or a chapter event?  Contact the Editor, V. Nicole Gallagher, at nikkeyg@udel.edu in order to get your information into the next newsletter!
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Friendly’s Night
We are looking to hold a Friendly’s Night at the Friendly’s restaurant in Middletown, DE.  Dates are not fully confirmed, but we are aiming for the end of March.  Look for details at the next meeting or on our website. (http://www.geocities.com/de_sai_alum)
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Other reminders

Please remember to bring money for jewelry (charter member dangle, officer guards, etc.) to the next meeting.  Lauren Cataldi-May will be ordering the jewelry once all money is in.  To view the jewelry and check prices, please look at the information posted on the National Website (http://www.sai-national.org).  

Questions may be directed to Lauren at lcataldimay@yahoo.com. 

Roses
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…to Nicole Gallagher and her band, Mythica, for recording their new CD!  It will be available in early April.
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…to Jeanmarie Braddock and her husband, Chris, who are expecting a baby in August!

Spotlight on Women’s History Month: 

The Anna Crusis Women’s Choir
The Anna Crusis Women’s Choir took their name not from a woman, but from a Greek word, “anacrusis”, meaning “upbeat” or “feminine” entrance to a phrase.  The group formed in 1975 and is the longest-running feminist choir in the country’s history.  They support diversity and inclusion in members, audiences, and music selection, with most music composed by, for, or about women.  They are based out of Philadelphia, PA and are known not just for their concerts but also their community service.

I had not heard of this group until this past Tuesday, March 14, 2006, when they performed at the University of Delaware for the Women’s History, Women’s Lives Film Series.  They had a wonderful sound, despite the fact that a good portion of their members could not make it down, and they sang 11 songs ranging in topics from the war in Iraq to a woman’s love of chocolate (which, by the way, ended with them throwing chocolate at the audience!).

It is too bad that I have no more room for describing the concert, but I encourage you to peruse their website (http://www.annacrusis.org) for more information on the group and their concerts.  They are amazing women raising interest in women’s issues and bridging gaps between us through the music they create.

Pre-Chartering Officers



  President:





Amanda Mill

  Vice President, Membership and Programs:

Noreen Slease

  Vice President, Ritual:



Elizabeth Lockhart-Videtto

  Treasurer:





Lauren Cataldi-May

  Recording Secretary:




Amanda Cardillo

  Corresponding Secretary:



Jennifer-Louise Palermo

  Editor:





V. Nicole Gallagher

