Droves of baby boomers go back to the classroom


By GERARD NOONAN, Education Editor 


Aging baby boomers have led a huge rise in the number of students undertaking higher education courses in Australia over the past decade.


The latest Australian Bureau of Statistics study of major social trends shows a 178 per cent increase between 1989 and 1999 of 45- to 54-year-olds donning their sloppy jumpers and running shoes and hitting the books.


It's easily the largest increase of any age group attending university, even though the 48,000 boomers studying at uni represent a mere one in every 17 students. Australia-wide, total enrolments grew by 66 per cent over the decade, with 815,000 attending last year. A further 762,000 people of all ages were enrolled in TAFE and other vocational courses.


Overseas student numbers have risen sharply in higher education institutions. In 1989 only 5 per cent of enrolments were from overseas, while today's figure is more than 12 per cent.


The study found a tertiary education world which was now generally older, more female and more qualified than in 1989.


It also found that female domination of school teaching had strengthened, with 78 per cent of all primary teachers and 54 per cent of secondary teachers now female (72 and 49 per cent respectively in 1989).


Males still dominate teaching in higher education, but the decade saw a shift from 28 per cent to 35 per cent of the total higher education teaching workforce being female.


Girls tended to stay longer at school than boys, but far fewer girls in NSW (79 per cent) stayed on at school than girls in Victoria, where 84 per cent completed high school. The national rate was 79 per cent.


NSW's boys also lagged behind their counterparts in most other States, with just 62 per cent continuing through to year 12.


Those who didn't go on to further study after leaving school found they had less chance finding a job. Unemployment among those without post-school qualifications rose from 8 per cent in 1989 to 10 per cent last year. Just over 2 per cent of those with degrees were unemployed a decade ago, compared with 3 per cent in 1999.
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