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English (BA 503)English (BA 503)

Week 2Week 2

Dictionary UseDictionary Use



ObjectivesObjectives

Students will be able to

1.  look up words in an English-English 
dictionary successfully;

2.  recognize and identify parts of speech of 
words in a sentence correctly;

3.  locate the correct meaning of a word in a 
sentence or a paragraph by using an 
English-English dictionary. 



How to find the meanings of How to find the meanings of 
new wordsnew words

Analyzing word parts or word formation Analyzing word parts or word formation 
and using the context clues can help you find the and using the context clues can help you find the 
meanings of new words.meanings of new words.

�� His accent made his speech His accent made his speech incomprehensible incomprehensible 
to me.to me.

incomprehensible incomprehensible 

comprehendin ible�
s



insomniainsomnia

��Before she went to see Dr. Before she went to see Dr. 
Wayne, she had suffered from Wayne, she had suffered from 
insomniainsomnia for several years.  for several years.  
Every night she found it hard Every night she found it hard 
to fall asleep.to fall asleep.



Another way is to Another way is to 

use a dictionary.use a dictionary.



WHAT IS A DICTIONARY?WHAT IS A DICTIONARY?

A dictionary is a A dictionary is a reference book,reference book,
usually arranged in usually arranged in 
alphabetical orderalphabetical order, and it , and it gives gives 
information about their information about their 
meaningmeaning ,, pronunciation, pronunciation, 
etymology and uses.etymology and uses.
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Alphabetical Order

• All the words that start with he same letter 

are placed together, and they are arranged 

in alphabetical order.
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affection
aggregate
agribusiness
abdicate
affable
affectionate
allergen
abortion

abdicate
abortion
affable

affectionate

affection

aggregate
agribusiness

allergen



Types of Dictionary Types of Dictionary 



General DictionaryGeneral Dictionary

Normal dictionaries give Normal dictionaries give 
you information about you information about 
the most common the most common 
words in English. words in English. 

New words are often not New words are often not 
included in these included in these 
dictionaries until they dictionaries until they 
become very common.become very common.



Specialized DictionarySpecialized Dictionary



Here are some examples of Specialized Here are some examples of Specialized 
DictionaryDictionary

1.   Learner1.   Learner’’s Dictionaries s Dictionaries ��For people For people 
learning a Languagelearning a Language

2.   Bilingual Dictionaries 2.   Bilingual Dictionaries ��For translating For translating 
between languagesbetween languages

3.  Technical Dictionaries 3.  Technical Dictionaries ��For professionals; For professionals; 
e.g. medical and computer dictionariese.g. medical and computer dictionaries



4. Thesaurus is a dictionary that lists 
words with similar meanings together.   
Related and contrasting words are 
also included.
It is useful for writing.  
Some word-processing programs 
have a thesaurus in the tool menu. 



55. Concentrate on one part of  . Concentrate on one part of  
language language �� such as dictionaries of such as dictionaries of 
idioms and collocationsidioms and collocations

6. Translate varieties of a single    6. Translate varieties of a single    
language language �� For example BritishFor example British--
American Dictionaries American Dictionaries 



Language Style / registerLanguage Style / register

The words, style, and grammar used 
by speakers and writers in a 
particular situation or in a particular 
type of writing

formal/informal register 
letters written in a formal register



ExamplesExamples: : : : : : : : Style / registerStyle / registerStyle / registerStyle / registerStyle / registerStyle / registerStyle / registerStyle / register

1. It's a nippy day!   �

2. He's got into a terrible fix. 

�

3. This is a posh restaurant.

�

4. He lives in an old house with dirty windows and tatty  
curtains.

�

5. Mum went bananas when I said I was going to divorce    
�

It's a cold day!

He got into a difficult situation.

This is an elegant and fashionable restaurant. 

He lives in an old house with dirty windows and 
worn curtains. 

Mum became angry when I said I was going to 
divorce.



Dictionary and readingDictionary and reading

If you stop and look up words in the dictionary If you stop and look up words in the dictionary 
while you are reading, your progress may be while you are reading, your progress may be 
slowed down and you may forget the slowed down and you may forget the 
meanings of many of the lookmeanings of many of the look--up words. up words. 

This is usually because you are trying to do two This is usually because you are trying to do two 
things at one time:things at one time: readingreading and and 
understandingunderstanding at the same time as at the same time as looking looking 
up and learning new vocabularyup and learning new vocabulary..



To solve the problem, here is a To solve the problem, here is a 
suggested approach:suggested approach:

1. 1. Do not look up a word until you have read the whole Do not look up a word until you have read the whole 
context.context. That means, you always read at least to That means, you always read at least to 
the end of the sentence, perhaps to the end of the the end of the sentence, perhaps to the end of the 
paragraph.paragraph.

2. Try to 2. Try to guessguess the meaning from the contextthe meaning from the context, before , before 
turning to the dictionary.turning to the dictionary.

3. For each text (or book) that you read, 3. For each text (or book) that you read, make a make a 
special vocabulary list of wordsspecial vocabulary list of words that are often used. that are often used. 
(in order to improve your Vocabulary) (in order to improve your Vocabulary) 



PARTS OF A DICTIONARY ENTRY0PARTS OF A DICTIONARY ENTRY0

1. Guide word
2. Headword / Entry Word
3. Syllabication / Syllable Division
4. Pronunciation / Phonetic Symbols
5. Stress Marks
6. Part of speech
7. Special forms



8. Definition8. Definition
9. Example Sentence9. Example Sentence
10. Stylistic value10. Stylistic value
11. Derivation11. Derivation
12. Synonyms / Antonyms12. Synonyms / Antonyms
13. Idiomatic Expression13. Idiomatic Expression
14. Cross References14. Cross References



Guide word



Stylistic 
Values

Example Sentence



Headword



Syllabication

Pronunciation
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How to find word 
meanings.

How to find word How to find word 
meanings.meanings.



How to find word meaningsHow to find word meanings

1. Analyzing word parts or word1. Analyzing word parts or word

formationformation

2. Using a dictionary2. Using a dictionary



BUTBUT

Words may have Words may have 

more than one meaning.more than one meaning.



You must be sure You must be sure 

to choose the right meaningto choose the right meaning..



How can we locate the correct  How can we locate the correct  
meaning ?meaning ?

�������� What parts of speech is  the What parts of speech is  the 
word in the sentence ?word in the sentence ?

�������� Use a dictionaryUse a dictionary

�������� Use the context to helpUse the context to help



Exercise 1Exercise 1

1.1. The plural of the word The plural of the word ““ curriculumcurriculum”” isis

2.2. The stylisticThe stylistic value of value of ““ coolcool”” (adj.) is(adj.) is

3.3. The adverb of The adverb of ““ domesticdomestic”” isis

curricula, or curriculums

informal style and slang 

(= excellent; impressive)

domestically.



4. The alternative spelling for “maneuver” is 

5. The English expression “a dog’s dinner”
means

6. 6. The past participle of “stride” is

7. NASA. is abbreviated from  

manoeuvre

something that is meant to be
Impressive or fashionable but that other 
people think is not:
She was dressed up like a dog's dinner.

stridden.

National Aeronautics and Space Administration.



8. The phonetic symbol for the initial sound of 

the word “challenging” is 

9. The punctuation used to form a compound 

noun is

10. Is “Eugene” a common Christian name for 

male or female?

/�t�æl�nd	�
/

hyphen.

For males


