Acceptable Use Policy Critique


This school’s Acceptable Use Policy is formatted in a simple, legal document.  The introduction outlines the philosophy of the district and states the benefits of technology use in the classroom.  Books, videos and other media have needed boarded approval before allowing students to the right to use them.  Now because of the nature of the internet the board pre-approval policy has changed.  


It goes on to explain that the use of the network on other computer resources are to be used for educational purposes only, and that teachers will receive training to be able assess whether these resources are appropriate or not.  District staff members will be responsible for monitoring the network actions to make sure that this policy is being adhered to. 


The next section entitled “Standards for Use of Computer Networks” list various activities that have been deemed inappropriate and reason for disciplinary action.  Activities listed include; illegal or obscene purposes, copyright violations, purposeful network vandalism, using the tools for monetary reasons, stealing data, and illegal access to files, posting anonymous messages, and engaging in activities that do not have educational purposes.

There is a section on Internet safety and protection which states that the school system is following the Children’s Internet Protection Act in an effort to protect students from obscene material.   A note regarding the consent requirement from parents is briefly mentioned and final the document ends with a list of consequences to violating this policy.


This document appears to include all of the items that are mentioned on the website by the Virginia Department of Education, Acceptable Use Policies: A Handbook except a signature form for parents and students.  From a legal stand point this document appears to be written very well, but from the stand point of a parent or student it seems too open ended.


A few of the other AUP that I researched were written in plainer language and appear much more thorough.  For example the Monmouth County Vocational School District has a document that is written in simpler language and is easier to understand.  It looks more like a letter than a legal document.  It also includes all of the required information.  The Hopewell Valley Regional School District Document is more thoroughly written.  It breaks the standards for computer use into a few sections which helps organize the information better.  The sections include; encountering controversial material, changes in the computing environment, and appropriate computer behavior.

This Document appears to legally cover all the bases in regards to acceptable use, but again the presentation is a little non-specific.  It is probably non-specific to allow for interpretations and for new technologies that are and will continue to be developed.
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