Philanthropic Service

As you all know, from the earliest years, Pi Beta Phi has led the way in altruistic support. By giving time, money, and self, Pi Beta Phis reveal themselves and enrich their communities. Our alumnae clubs are no different. Besides offering opportunities for fun and friendship, the D.C. Area alumnae clubs support a number of local philanthropic efforts. Club members are making a difference in our communities by promoting literacy, supporting efforts to fight homelessness, and providing critical services for people in need. 

Each year, we plan volunteer service and fundraising activities to support the good works of several organizations. Below is a description of the organizations we currently support and some great ways you all can get involved. Whether you prefer to participate in a service project, attend or work at a fundraiser, or make a donation, we hope you will join us in our philanthropic efforts. 
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Pi Phi Volunteers Offer a Helping Hand In Our Communities


Support For Literacy
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Pi Beta Phi and Read Across America!

At this year’s convention in Tampa, Florida, Pi Phi made a very exciting announcement.  To continue the Fraternity’s support of Links to Literacy, Pi Phi will be joining the National Education Association in celebrating National Read Across America day!  Read Across America is an annual reading motivation and awareness program that calls for every child in every community to celebrate reading on or around Dr. Seuss's birthday. On March 2, Pi Phis across the nation will be celebrating literacy and a love of reading.  Join your local alumnae club in celebrating this day by promoting literacy in our Nation’s Capital.  
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The 2005 National Book Festival, September 24th on the National Mall

Pi Beta Phi has been asked by the Library of Congress to supply volunteers for their fifth annual National Book Festival! The 2005 National Book Festival, organized and sponsored by the Library of Congress and hosted by First Lady Mrs. Laura Bush, is scheduled to be held on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. on Saturday, September 24th from 10am to 5pm, rain or shine. It is free and open to the public and features many award-winning authors, illustrators and poets who will discuss their work in various pavilions. If you’re not familiar with this fabulous event, visit the website at www.loc.gov/bookfest. 

This is a very unique and exciting opportunity to demonstrate in a visible and high profile way Pi Beta Phi’s commitment to literacy. Many volunteers are needed to make the festival a success. Other groups in the Washington area have been asked to supply volunteers, and we are extremely honored that the Library of Congress has selected Pi Beta Phi among them. We would love to have a huge contingency of volunteers. Pi Phi friends, spouses, and family members are welcome—anyone willing to represent Pi Beta Phi and promote literacy! There are a few requirements: a) you must be 18 years of age or older, b) commit to attend a 2-hour orientation session the week prior to the festival, and c) commit to work at least one, 4-hour shift the day of the festival. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Sheila Consaul, Links to Literacy, at Sheila_consaul@hotmail.com. We hope to see you there!    
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Alumnae Clubs’ Local Literacy Support


Crossway Community


     Crossway Community is an organization that provides education, training, support services, and transitional housing for families in the Washington, D.C. metro area. Crossway Community runs a Family Leadership School, which is a two-year residential education program for single parents striving to overcome the risks of homelessness, poverty, domestic violence, and/or severe social isolation. This program enables families to build on their strengths and make permanent, positive changes in their lives.    


     The Maryland D.C. Suburban (MDS) Alumnae Club offers support to Crossway Community through monetary donations and donations of new and slightly used books, clothing, and personal items. In addition, club members volunteer to assist at the Crossway Community Harvest Party for the children of parents in the residential program. If you are interested in participating in any of these efforts, please contact: Siabhan Downs at 301-366-3470.





Greater DC Cares Servathon


     The Greater DC Cares Servathon is a day of service across the Washington metropolitan area, offering thousands of volunteer hours to local non-profit groups. Teams are created and funds are raised for this day in the beginning of May.  In just one day of service, the work done by volunteers saves local non-profit organizations over $350,000 total.  These organizations can use this money, and the money raised by teams, to continue their good works.  


     In addition to being a day about volunteering, it is also a day to recognize those who care enough to volunteer.  At the end of the day, there is a reception for all volunteers at a restaurant in D.C., which is a fun way to recognize everyone’s work that day.


     The Nation’s Capital (NC) Alumnae Club has participated in Servathon for the past 5 years, helping out in parks, Salvation Army locations, and book donation sites. Servathon is typically in May. Stay tuned to the NC Alumnae Club website for details and information on how to participate with other club members. � HYPERLINK "http://www.geocities.com/dcpiphi/home" ��http://www.geocities.com/dcpiphi/home� 





Friends of Superior Court


     Two members of the Washington, D.C. (WDC) Alumnae Club (WDC) are members of the Friends of Superior Court. The WDC Alumnae Club supports the Friends of Superior Court in their efforts to maintain the Children’s Room at Family Court. Alumnae club members donate books for the room and toothbrushes for the children to take home (so you can smile while you read ().


     This year, the WDC Alumnae Club will collect books and toothbrushes at the Christmas Luncheon at Kenwood Country Club. See the Pi Phi Calendar for details. If you have any questions, or would like additional information about how to help, please contact Esther Namian� at 202-363-3312.





Help the Homeless Walkathon


     The 18th Annual Help the Homeless Walkathon will be held in mid-November at the Tidal Basin in Washington D.C.  The Help the Homeless program raises funds and awareness for Washington metropolitan area organizations that are working to prevent and end homelessness.  These programs emphasize helping homeless people return to independent living.  The walk is a great time to show the area that Pi Phi Sisters are passionate about helping others.  It is also a good time to talk and walk with friends both new and old.


     This year, on November 19th, the Nation’s Capital Alumnae Club will participate in the walk for the third year in a row. Last year, we raised $500 for Reading is Fundamental—a reading program for at-risk D.C. youth. If you are interested in participating, please contact: Christina Herold at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Christina.Herold@gmail.com" ��Christina.Herold@gmail.com�. 





Champions Are Readerssm  at a Local Elementary School


     For the past two years, the Maryland D.C. Suburban (MDS) Alumnae Club has carried out the Champions Are Readerssm (CARsm) program for third graders at the Washington Christian Academy. This program encourages readership by offering a selection of age-appropriate new books to the class. The children are asked to read each day to a parent, relative, or other caregiver for a certain period of time—typically one month. At the end of the month, as a reward for their participation, each child receives a medal as well as the book that they chose to read.  


     This year, the MDS Alumnae Club will continue the CARsm program at a local school and will be sponsoring a planning meeting in October—check the Pi Phi Calendar. If you are interested in participating in the program this year, or would be interested in starting another CARsm program at a school near you, please contact: Melissa Rogers at � HYPERLINK "mailto:MrogersofRockville@comcast.net" ��MrogersofRockville@comcast.net�. 








