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Welcome to the first ever edition of the Nation's Capital philanthropy update.
I am hoping to send these out at least once a month to keep you all up to date on upcoming volunteering opportunities, philanthropy ideas and anything else related to volunteerism, fund raising and/or social justice. I hope you find them helpful as you look for ways to give back to our local and national community. 
 
Nationals establishes emergency relief fund
(from www.pibetaphi.org) 
At our opening meeting last week some of our club members brought the following to our attention.
 
Pi Beta Phi Fraternity has established the Sister to Sister Emergency Relief Fund, which is available to assist members and chapters affected by Hurricane Katrina, and will remain in place for future emergency needs. Financial assistance is also available through the Emma Harper Turner Fund, which was created in 1946 and is now administered by the Pi Beta Phi Foundation. 
 
"The Fraternity is especially mindful of the unique situation at the Louisiana Beta chapter house at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge," said President Emily Tarr. "Many of the chapter members are from New Orleans and the Gulf Coast area and the chapter house is currently a refuge for them. We have thousands of alumnae and collegiate members living in Mississippi, Alabama and Louisiana and we are ready and willing to support our sisters during this difficult time."  
 
The Nation's Capital Alumnae Club wants to do our part to assist the victims of Hurricane Katrina. We are hoping to make a donation to the fund from our club collectively sometime in the near future. To that end we will begin collecting donations at the Happy Hour at RFD on the 28th and will also have a donation box at other events throughout the fall. If you would like to give we encourage you to do so! No amount is too small. You may also make a donation online by following this link from the Pi Beta Phi website: 
 
http://www.pibetaphi.org/Aid_and_Donations.html 
 

Of course, you are not obliged to give. We just wanted to spread the word about another possible way to help the victims in giving you a personal connection through pi phi.
 
We also encourage you to visit the message boards on the members only site. The sheer volume of responses of encouragement and offers of resources is actually awe-inspiring and incredibly moving. Check it out! 
 

Upcoming Charity Walks 
Some members of our club are taking part in a couple of charity walks this fall to raise money for various causes. If you would like more information on any of these or would like to sign up to walk or support the causes please email me at christina.herold@gmail.com . 
Thanks so much! 
 
Light the Night Walk 2005
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
Washington, DC 
Thursday, October 6, 2005
the walk begins and ends at Freedom Plaza, check-in starts at 6 pm
 
Light The Night Walk is The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society's nationwide evening Walk to build awareness of blood cancers and raise funds for cures. Walkers carry illuminated balloons-white for survivors and red for supporters-to celebrate and commemorate lives touched by cancer.  
 
America's Walk for Diabetes 2005
Saturday, October 22, 2005
2 or 4 mile options
http://main.diabetes.org/site/TR?pg=entry&fr_id=2779 
Check-in begins at 9am at Freedom Plaza
 
The Washington, DC America's Walk for Diabetes winds its way through some of our Nation's most famous sites. The route will begin at Freedom Plaza, pass along the Mall, the Smithsonian, Washington Monument, Jefferson Memorial, Tidal Basin, Lincoln Memorial and the White House. the route is stroller friendly and four-legged friends are welcome to join in the fun. Dog treats and water will be provided at all rest stops. 
 

SAVE THE DATE! CLUB-WIDE PHILANTHROPY EVENT!
Saturday, November 19, 2005
Last year we had 10 club members sign-up to join the Nations Capital Team to raise money for a local DC literacy organization. We'd like to double that this year. Please plan on joining us for this fun event! More information, including registration, coming in the next philanthropy update! 
 

Thanks everyone.
As always, email me with ideas to include in the next issue or if you would like any more information on things mentioned here. 
 
Christina 
