Course Information

Life Science
7th Grade

Mr. Motherspaw

Dear Parents,

Welcome back to a new school year!  I am looking forward to working at GSMS this year and enjoying a positive experience with my students.  It is my responsibility to do my best to guide and instruct your child to excel in science and its applications.  Your child will learn a great deal in this class only if he/she accepts responsibility for his/her work and behavior.  It is also important that parents provide positive attitudes toward achievements as well as encouragement at times of need.  If everyone contributes accordingly, your child will surely succeed.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.

COURSE CONTENT:  The purpose of this course is to introduce the field of physical science.  Topics include problem solving using the scientific method, basic laboratory equipment competency, lab report writing, cell biology, genetics, evolution, earth science in relation to life history, plant/animal anatomy and physiology, and the physical principles involved in living systems.  These topics follow the state mandated 7th grade science standards.
REQUIRED MATERIALS:

1. Pencils, blue or black pen, and a red pen

2. Three ring binder with paper 

3. Binder Reminder

4. Class textbook

We will be using Life Science by Holt.

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION:  This class will be structured around 4 main methods of instruction.  These include, but are not limited to: Textbook readings; Direct instruction; Laboratories; Group work.

CLASS ROUTINE:  The first 5-7 minutes of every class session will be devoted to achieving 2 goals: 1. Learning organizational and planning skills by writing the daily agenda and assignments in the Binder Reminder; 2. Reviewing previously learned science skills and concepts by completing a small number of problems called “Bell Ringers”.


Following “Bell Ringers”, approximately 10 minutes will be devoted to correcting problems from the previous night’s homework assignment, if necessary.  The remainder of each class session shall be devoted to completing all daily activities as stated in the daily agenda.  Upon completion of all daily objectives the instructor will dismiss students by rows, with the cleanest and quietest rows being dismissed first.

CLASS RULES:

1. Be in your seat and ready for work when the tardy bell rings.

2. Follow the teacher’s directions the first time given.

3. Keep your workspace clean and your possessions organized.

4. Respect other people and their property.

5. Participate constructively and be productive.

6. Food and drinks are not to be consumed in class. Water is the only exception to this rule.

Should a student choose not to follow these rules, they shall receive the following consequences:



1st Offense:
Verbal warning



2nd Offense:
Lunch detention. (This includes 15 minutes spent doing 

schoolwork in the classroom during lunch—NO TALKING.)



3rd Offense:
Parent contacted that evening and 1 hour after school 





detention assigned for the following afternoon.



4th Offense:
Referral to a school counselor or vice principal and





removal from the class for the remainder of the period.



Severe Occurrences:
Should a student attempt to harm another person,

disrupt class in such a way that class activity cannot be continued, or willfully refuse to follow directions, they shall be immediately removed from the class and sent to the office on a referral.

This list of consequences is restarted every day.  In other words, students begin every day with a “clean slate”.

Should students choose to follow the rules and excel in the classroom, they shall receive the following positive consequences:



Individual:
1.    Verbal praise.

2. Note or phone call home.

Class-wide:
The class will begin each week with five checks on the board.  Throughout the week, the class may earn checks for good behavior, solid effort, good deeds, etc.  These checks may also be erased for the opposite type of behavior.  If the class has earned ten checks by the end of Thursday, everyone will receive 100% on the weekly quiz, and an alternate activity will take place on Friday.

TEACHER EXPECTATIONS:  The instructor expects each student to:

1. Put forth the best effort in all tasks, regardless of individual scholastic ability.

2. Accept responsibility for all work and classroom behavior.

3. Ask questions when confused.

PUPIL EXPECTATIONS:  Each student should expect the instructor to:

1. Be prepared for class every day.

2. Provide materials and outside experiences to aid in student learning.

3. Provide an environment conducive to learning.

4. Answer questions to the best of his/her ability.

GRADING POLICY:  Grading will be based on a point system with a weighted scale as follows:

· Chapter and unit tests


40%

· Daily assignments and homework
30%

· Weekly quizzes and labs

20%

· Daily “Bell Ringers” 


10%

A+ = 97-100%

B+ = 87-89%

C+ = 77-79%

D+ = 67-69%

A   = 93-96%

B   = 83-86%

C   = 73-76%

D   = 63-66%

A-  = 90-92%

B-  = 80-82%

C-  = 70-72%

D-  = 60-62%






F = 59% or less

ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP WORK:  Daily attendance is crucial to student success, due to the many discussions and lectures that occur only during class time.  Therefore, students are encouraged to attend class as much as possible.


In the event that a student is absent from class, he/she is responsible for obtaining information regarding missed assignments.  Assignments are posted in the room and a file of assignments is available to students.  The student will have the number of days that he/she was absent to complete the missed assignment.  It is the student’s responsibility to make up a missed test or quiz within one week.  Also, it is my policy not to accept any late work, and this policy will be strictly upheld.

Thank you,

Mr. Motherspaw

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE CLASS INFORMATION FOR 7TH GRADE LIFE SCIENCE.

Student Signature______________________
Parent Signature______________________

