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“the” and “a”

(As in: “the girl” or “a girl.”)

· A noun refers to a person, place, or thing

· In Spanish, nouns are considered either masculine or feminine. boy = muchacho, girl = muchacha. boy student = alumno, girl student = alumna. This applies even beyond talking directly about boys and girls. Feminine: mochila (backpack), silla (chair). Masculine: bolígrafo (pen), cuaderno (notebook)

· General Rule:

· ends in “o” ( Masculine

· ends in “a” ( Feminine

· Articles: In English, if we talk about “books”, we can either talk about “the book” or “a book.” What is the difference? With “the book,” we are being specific about which book. When we say “a book” we are speaking about a non-specific book. “The” and “a” are called articles.

· In Spanish, to be specific (the book) we use “el” or “la” depending on if the noun is masculine or feminine.

· If we don’t want to be specific or definite about a person or thing (a book) we use “un” or “una” depending on whether the noun is masculine or feminine.

· Adjectives describe nouns: the boy is blond = el muchacho es rubio. 

· Adjectives are also masculine or feminine. Just like “muchacho” refers to a boy and “muchacha” to a girl, “rubio” describes a boy who is blond and “rubia” describes a girl who is blond. Ex: el muchacho es rubio; la muchacha es rubia

· The Matching Principle:

· The articles and adjectives must match the noun. So if the noun is alumno or cuaderno, we use the masculine “el” and a masculine adjective, “bueno” (good) for example. For the feminie nouns we must use the feminine “la” and a feminine adjective like “buena” (good – but now it matches feminine nouns).  Examples: 

· the good student (male) = el alumno bueno

· the good student (female) = la alumna buena

· a good notebook = un cuaderno bueno (the noun “cuaderno” is always masculine)

· a good chair = una silla buena (the noun “silla” is always feminine)

Ser: to be


Ser – to be

	(yo)   soy
	somos (nosotros)

	(tú)   eres
	son     (ustedes)

	(él/ella)    es
	son   (ellos/ellas)


· Use “ser” to describe people. You can describe:

· what they are like (Él es alto (tall))

·  where they are from (Yo soy de Nueva York) 

· their nationality (¿Tú eres Americano?)

· or their occupation (Ella es maestra.) 
To Be
	I am
	We are

	You are
	You are

	He/She is
	They are


· To make a sentence negative, just put a “no” before the verb: Él no es alto. Yo no soy de Nueva York.

Examples:
¿Quién es dominicano? Juan es dominicano. Juan es de Santo Domingo. Él es alumno en un colegio. Es alumno en el Colegio Santana. Pablo es amigo de Juan.

Elena es alta. No es baja. Ella es muy divertida. Ella es una alumna en una escuela secundaria.

José es amigo de Elena. Él es alto también. No es bajo. José es rubio.
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