Revised Questions

The Science

1. What kind of disease is syphilis? (How is it transmitted?  What causes it? How is it treated or cured)

2. What did we know about the 3 stages of the disease? 

3. What was the original purpose of the study? Was the goal accomplished? 

4. How did the goals of the project change over time? (In order to keep getting funding, the scientists had to change their goals, how did they change?)

5. What was the logic behind the choice of subjects? (Why didn’t they pick rich, white men?)

6. What kinds of data were collected in the project and what conclusions resulted from the work? 

7. What kind of scientific criticisms of the research can we offer? Does this study use good experimental design? (Review the steps of the scientific method if you need to-I’ll give you a book.  What did these scientists do wrong?)

Human Experimentation 

8. What benefits did the men gain from the experiment? (Even if they weren’t health benefits.)

9. What evidence do we have that the men were harmed by their participation in the project? 

10. Was it possible to inform the men about the true goals of the experiment, given their educational status? (This is based on your opinion.)

11. Given that men who participated in this study received health benefits, status, attention and money, could they reasonably be expected to exercise good judgment about their participation in this project? (Again, this is based on your opinion)

12. Are there circumstances which you could imagine where informed consent would interfere with an experiment?  (Ask me if you are not sure what informed consent is.)

13. Are there any circumstances where the overall good of an experiment to society overrides the harm done to a small group? 

The Racial Issue 

14. What evidence do we have that race might have been a factor in the experiment? 

15. Summarize the role that Eunice Rivers played in the study?

16. What differences were present in the experimental design of the Tuskegee and Oslo studies? (Was it necessary to repeat the Oslo study?  How did the quality of the experimental design and procedures differ?)

17. If the Tuskegee and Oslo studies had shown racial differences, how would that information have been used? 

18. Using the handout from “MEAN GENES”, explain how biologists define race.

19. Is there any way to fund research on special groups in the U.S. population without running the risk of being accused of bias? 

20. Given that certain segments of the population have special health problems, is there any way not to fund research on these groups without running the risk of being accused of bias? ( For example Africans tend to have sickle cell anemia and whites tend to have cystic fibrosis.)

