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efore the Europeans came to the “New Land.”  Many different tribes of Native Americans lived on the East Coast around the 1800’s.  The first of which are the Iroquois.  They lived around New England, in the New York region.  The Iroquois Native Americans were actually a culture of 5 tribes.  The tribes in this culture were made up of:  the Seneca’s, Onondagas, Mohawks, and the Oneidas. 

They were very violent people.  Even after joining in unity, there was still much fighting that went on.  


The Europeans came over and with shock, found the Native Americans.  We often think of Native Americans, as being farmers or hunters. Nonetheless, they also had a very advanced culture. There were at least five hundred, and as many as two thousand, different spoken languages among the diverse groups of people, many of them very refined.

In a nutshell, we now know there were an array of cultures when the first Caucasians man came to the New World. The Indians scared and killed many of the first presumptuous Europeans, and the Caucasians man killed many Native Indians. Even so, those original European pioneers must have been impressed with the different cultures they found in the New World. We do not know what became of many Indian civilizations, but they had a deep-rooted culture even before the Europeans came, and that should be considered the beginning of American culture and literature. We can only imagine, from the remaining literature, what those first Native American writers were like.

