Helps for Third Declension Nouns

There are three groups of Third Declension nouns to learn for Chapter 11 (Greek to Me by Story & Story):

1. Masculine & Feminine nouns that have no particular nominative singular ending

2. Neuter nouns that end in -ma
3. Neuter nouns that end in -oV
	Case
	Masc. & Fem. nouns with no particular nominative singular ending
	Neuter nouns that end in ‑ma

	Neuter nouns that end in ‑oV


	Singular

	Nom
	savrx
	pneu:ma
	e[qnoV

	Gen
	sark-ovV
	pneuvmat-oV
	e[qne-oV => e[qnouV

	Dat
	sark-iv
	pneuvmat-i
	e[qne-i

	Acc
	savrk-a
	pneu:ma
	e[qnoV

	Plural

	Nom
	savrk-eV
	pneuvmat-a
	e[qne-h => e[qnh

	Gen
	sark-w:n
	pneumavt-wn
	ejqne-w:n => ejqnw:n

	Dat
	sark-siv(n) => sarxiv(n)
	pneuvmat-si(n) => pneuvmasi(n)
	e[qne-si(n)

	Acc
	savrk-aV
	pneuvmat-a
	e[qne-h => e[qnh


Note that the Genitive and Dative endings, singular and plural, are identical for all three types of Third Declension nouns. Any slight differences are due to standard rules for:

 consonant changes when they are followed by a s (including the “square of stops”); and

 vowel changes when they contract with other vowels (e.g., e + o = ou). You’ll learn these vowel contractions in Chapter 15 (Greek to Me) on “Contract Verbs.”

There are some other types of Third Declension nouns which are slight variations of these basic patterns:

	Singular

	Nom
	pivstiV
	pathvr

	Gen
	pivstewV
	patrovV

	Dat
	pivstei
	patriv

	Acc
	pivstin
	patevra

	Plural

	Nom
	pivsteiV
	patevreV

	Gen
	pivstewn
	patevrwn

	Dat
	pivstesi(n)
	patravsi(n)

	Acc
	pivsteiV
	patevraV


Rather than having to memorize all these patterns or lots of pictures, note the similarities and learn the few things to look for (some of which also apply to First and Second Declension nouns): e.g., oV = genitive singular; wn = genitive plural (all three declensions), i or si = dative. Any accompanying article will tell you the gender, number, and case, if you’re in doubt - and you will have memorized the gender when you learned the word (+ genitive ending => stem for Third Declension nouns).

