Ephesians an introduction

Ephesians the “crown of Paulinism” 

Only Romans can match Ephesians as a candidate for exercising the most influence on Christian thought.

“the Waterloo of commentators” 

“a great rhapsody of the Christian salvation.”

AUTHOR: Paul
 

The internal claims of the epistle itself (1:1; 3:1).

Its Pauline literary structure and style. 
There is no example of pseudepigraphy being accepted as authentic when known in Greek or Roman times.

Distinctive doctrines

The Universal Church (1:2; 3:10, 21; 5:23, 24, 25, 27, 29, 32; except 3:10 which may be local), evkklhsi,a ekklesia, doctrine is found mostly here in Ephesians

Parousia (second coming) is not as prominent cf. 1:14, 4:30, 6:6-8; 
Paul sees Christ as one foundation in 1 Cor. 3:11, but Ephesians has the church being built upon the Apostles and prophets (2:20 Christ as the chief cornerstone has the same effect)
Paul speaks of the unity of Jew and Gentile 3:2-6,
Historical setting

Acts 21:20-25 the Gentile/Jewish controversy seems settled in Jerusalem, at least theologically. 
Acts 19:10 “all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord.” Paul taught not only in Ephesus at the School of Tyrannus, but throughout Asia Minor (or at least his disciples did). 
DATE: A.D. 60–63 
“Prison Epistles,” 
Paul's first Roman imprisonment (cf. Acts 28:16–31)
Whether Paul was imprisoned once or twice in Rome is debated, though two imprisonments seem to fit the facts better.

Paul was kept in or near the barracks of the Praetorian Guard for two years (Acts 28:30).

He anticipated being released (Philem. 22)

Following his release he made several trips, wrote 1 Timothy and Titus, was rearrested, wrote 2 Timothy, and was martyred 

The above date is an early date, as most critical scholars would like to place it towards the end of the first century.  Guthrie notes that an early date would “establish its Pauline authorship,” which “cannot be disputed” (Guthrie, 520).

RECIPIENTS: Ephesus and Churches of Asia Minor
Aquila and Priscilla probably came to Ephesus bringing Christianity when Paul made a brief stop there on his second missionary journey (Acts 18:18-19).
On the third journey he stayed in the city for about three years, and was involved in evangelizing all of Asia Minor (Acts 19:10). 
The city was a commercial, political, and religious center, of the great temple of Artemis (Diana, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world). As a major trading center, it ranked with Alexandria and Antioch.
After Paul, Timothy had charge of the church in Ephesus for a time (1 Tim. 1:3), and later the apostle John made the city his headquarters.
 
Paul taught Scripture to both Jews and Greeks in the school of Tyrannus. Paul’s ministry at Ephesus was marked by several Spirit-empowered miracles. As a result, the city became a center for evangelistic outreach to the rest of the province of Asia (see Acts 19:18–20).

Several things indicate that Ephesians was a circular letter, a doctrinal treatise in the form of a letter, to the churches in Asia Minor. 
Some good Greek MSS. omit the words “at Ephesus” in 1:1. (Carson, 309)

There is an absence of controversy in this epistle, and it does not deal with problems of particular churches. 
It was likely sent first to Ephesus by Tychicus (Eph. 6:21-22; Col. 4:7-8) and is possible the same letter that is called “my letter … from Laodicea” in Col. 4:16”
 
The objections to a circular letter.
If separate copies were prepared for each church, why did the scribe not fill in the appropriate name?  Galatians was not handled in this manner. 
That theory of a blank would be more intelligible if evn  had not been omitted.
 
 “The evidence of the great mass of the manuscript and the improbabilities of all the other views may drive us back to the view that it was meant for the church at Ephesus.” (Carson, 311)”
 
THEME: Unity in Christ
Galatians defended Gentile liberty
Romans demonstrated Jew and Gentile to be redeemed by faith

 “Paul presents his supreme exposition of the central doctrine of his apostleship—the doctrine of the unity of Jew and Gentile in Christ, and of God’s purpose for the world through His Church”
 
“God the Father planned the church; God the Son paid the price for the church; God the Holy Spirit protects the church.”

The theme of unity between Christian and Jew, was built heavily from OT sources as Gen 2:24, Ex 20:12, 29:18, Deut 5:16, Ps 8:7, Ps 68:19, 110:1,   Isa. 11:4-5, 49:2, 7, 52:7-10, 57:9, Ezk 16:1-48, 20:41. Song of Solomon (cf. Ps 45), Wisdom 5:17-21. Barth cites the references to the Pentateuch as 17, the Prophets 30, Psalms 11, wisdom literature 10.

Theology
a systematic theology to Asia minor

Trinity 1:4 -- 14, 17; 2:18, 22; 3:4 -- 5; 4 -- 17; 4:4 -- 6; 5:18 – 20

Fatherhood of God 1:2, 3, 17 2:18; 3:14 -- 15, 4:6; 5:20; 6:23

Pneumatology(Spirit study) except for Galatians the highest frequency use of the word Spirit

Ecclesiology –the Church

Reconciliation

OUTLINE
Introduction and Doxology (1:1–14).
1. Greetings (1:1-2) “1 τοῖς ἁγίοις τοῖς οὖσιν [ἐν Ἐφέσῳ]” “to the saints who are also faithful” “2 ca,rij u`mi/n kai. eivrh,nh”  “grace and peace to  you” 
2. God the Father’s Sovereign Choice of Believers (1:3–6) “4…He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless”.

3. Redemption Through Christ (1:7–10) “7…redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace.”

4. The Holy Spirit As the Assurance of God’s Inheritance (1:11–14). “13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise.”

Thanksgiving and Prayer for the Saints (1:15–23).
5. Thanksgiving for the Saints (1:15, 16). “16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers.”

6. Prayer for Comprehending the Greatness of God’s Plan in Christ (1:17–23). “18…that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.”

The Greatness of Christian Salvation (2:1–2:22).
7. As Revealed to Individuals—Death to Life (2:1–10). “1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,…4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,… 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;…10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”

8. As Revealed to Races Corporately—Jews and Gentiles (2:11–2:22). “12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world… “16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.”

The Mystery of the Christian Life (3:1-21).
9. Equality in the Body (3:1-7) “6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.”

10. The Church ( 3:8-9). “9…to bring to light what is the administration (οἰκονομία, oikonomia)
  of the mystery (μυστήριον, mystērion) ﻿
  which for ages has been hidden in God.”

11. Revealed to Angelic Powers (3:10-12). “10…through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places.”

12. Of Christ in the Believer (3:13–21). “18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints.”

Practical Living for Believers (4:1–6:20).

13. The Problem of Unity (4:1–16).

a) The Need for Unity in Experience, Producing the Fact of Unity in Position (4:1–6).“4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.”

b) The Need for Unity in Diversity (of Spiritual Gifts) (4:7–16).
 “11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers.” 
14. The Old Life and the New (4:17–5:21).

a) Putting Off the Old Life (4:17–22). “you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 

b) Putting On the New Self (4:23, 24). “and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.”

c) Avoiding Particular Sins (4:25–5:14). “29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear…32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you…5:11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them.”

d) Encouraging Believers (5:15–21). “18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.”

15. The Christian Home (5:22–6:9).

a) Wives and Husbands (5:22–33). “22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord…25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.”

b) Children and Parents (6:1–4). “4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”

c) Slaves and Masters (6:5–9).

16. The Christian Warfare (6:10–20). “11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.”

Conclusion (6:21–24). “Peace…faith…love…grace”

Ephesians 1:1 (NA26)
1 Παῦλος ἀπόστολος Χριστοῦ Ἰησοῦ διὰ θελήματος θεοῦ τοῖς ἁγίοις τοῖς οὖσιν [ἐν Ἐφέσῳ] καὶ πιστοῖς ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ,
Colossians 1:2 (NA26)
2 τοῖς ἐν Κολοσσαῖς ἁγίοις καὶ πιστοῖς ἀδελφοῖς ἐν Χριστῷ, χάρις ὑμῖν καὶ εἰρήνη ἀπὸ θεοῦ πατρὸς ἡμῶν.
ἀπόστολος Χριστοῦ Ἰησοῦ 
2 Corinthians 12:12 (The NET Bible)
12 Indeed, the signs of an apostle were performed among you with great perseverance by signs and wonders and powerful deeds.

Ephesians 4:11 (The NET Bible)
11 It was he who gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,
 

διὰ θελήματος through God’s will or decision. It was not his own choosing or plan.
 
“to the saints who are and are faithful…”? or perhaps “to the saints who are also faithful,” though with this sense the οὖσιν [ousin] is redundant and the καί [kai] is treated somewhat unnaturally (NET)
ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ, Eph. 1:1; 2:6f, 10, 13; 3:6, 21
Ephesians 1:2 (NA26)

2 χάρις ὑμῖν καὶ εἰρήνη ἀπὸ θεοῦ πατρὸς ἡμῶν καὶ κυρίου Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ.

“Grace” expresses God’s steadfast love toward man and “peace” shows the relational state as a result of that grace. 
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