Ephesians 1:15-23 

"For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you when I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you spiritual wisdom and revelation in your growing knowledge of him, —since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened—so that you may know what is the hope of his calling, what is the wealth of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the incomparable greatness of his power toward us who believe, as displayed in the exercise of his immense strength. This power he exercised in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms far above every rule and authority and power and dominion and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And God put all things under Christ’s feet, and he gave him to the church as head over all things. Now the church is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all." (NET Bible) 

Thanksgiving

εὐχαριστέω (eucharisteō) to give thanks

Puritan religion as stated by William Ames: The saints were no longer celibates behind monastery walls but ordinary men and women working out extraordinary grace in daily tasks. They were a royal priesthood whose daily work was a holy calling, whose lives were a pilgrim’s progress and whose place in the world was as the elect of God, destined for glory.
 

The original Pilgrims, members of the Separatist Scrooby congregation Refused to conform to the established Church of England.
 

the Pilgrims in 1621 celebrated their first thanksgiving after their first harvest in Plymouth.
 

 In 1789 George Washington named Thursday, November 26, a day of thanks for the ratification of the Constitution, and another in 1795 for general benefits.

James Madison in 1815 asked the nation to give thanks for peace.

 In 1863 Abraham Lincoln began the practice of a national proclamation, setting the fourth Thursday in November as Thanksgiving Day. 

A 1941 resolution by Congress set the fourth Thursday in November as Thanksgiving.
 

The first actual celebration in America was celebrated by French Huguenots. 

In 1564 a contingent of French Calvinists settled a Florida site near the mouth of the St. Johns River and named it Ft. Caroline. 

The Huguenot settlers held the first thanksgiving festival on the continent on June 30.
 
The rest of the story

 In 1828, Mrs. Hale, author of the poem “Mary Had a Little Lamb,” began campaigning for the restoration of Thanksgiving as a national holiday. 
Finally in 1863 President Lincoln listened seriously to her plea that North and South “lay aside enmities and strife on (Thanksgiving) Day.” He proclaimed the fourth Thursday of November to be the official “National Thanksgiving Day.” This day was finally ratified by the U. S. Congress in 1941.
 

Our church follows the tradition of puritanism from the middle and late 17th century 

Presbyterian, Independent, newly established Baptist churches, congregational church is worshiped: 
without ecclesiastical architecture, 

without a professional priesthood 

without an enforced liturgy
 

Perhaps the downfall of the Puritans
The Presbyterians in England, in particular, suffered, becoming intellectualized and formal, drifting into a fatal Unitarianism, 
the Church of England was in the grip of Deism, and formal Spirit-less religion 
Even the Independents, the Congregationalists, feared ‘enthusiasm’ in any department of religion
 

"For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and your love for all the saints, " (Ephesians 1:15, NASB95) 

‘For this reason’ vv. 1:3-14
πίστις (pistis) believe, trust, faithful, faith
ἀγάπη (agapē), 

"and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all people, just as we also do for you; " (1 Thessalonians 3:12, NASB95) 

"We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater; " (2 Thessalonians 1:3, NASB95) 

We give thanks because of the faith and love of the saints

"do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; " (Ephesians 1:16, NASB95) 

we should be thankful

"pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. " (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18, NASB95) 

"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. " (Romans 1:18-21, NASB95) 

this was the practice of Paul (see Philippians 1:3, 4; Colossians 1:3, 9)

E.M. Bounds on prayer

“﻿Be careful for nothing, but in everything, by supplication and prayer, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God [Philip 4:6].﻿”  

“That is the Divine cure for all fear, anxiety, and undue concern of soul, all of which are closely akin to doubt and unbelief. This is the Divine prescription for securing the peace which passeth all understanding, and keeps the heart and mind in quietness and peace. All of us need to mark well and heed the caution given in Hebrews: ‘﻿Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.﻿’ We need, also, to guard against unbelief as we would against an enemy. Faith needs to be cultivated. We need to keep on praying, ‘﻿Lord, increase our faith,’ for faith is susceptible of increase. . .Faith is increased by exercise, by being put into use. It is nourished by sore trials.” 
 
"that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him," (Ephesians 1:17, ESV) 
‘God of our Lord’

"Here is the Lord’s proclamation to my lord: “Sit down at my right hand until I make your enemies your footstool!”" (Psalm 110:1, The NET Bible)

 Yahweh declared to Adonai
πνεῦμα (pneuma) a spirit, not the Holy Spirit
revelation, revealing as the book of Revelation

increasing knowledge of God

"Let them boast in this alone: that they truly know me and understand that I am the Lord who is just and righteous, whose love is unfailing, and that I delight in these things. I, the Lord, have spoken!" (Jeremiah 9:24, NLT) 

we pray for increased revelation and spiritual growth for the saints

"I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the wonderful future he has promised to those he called. I want you to realize what a rich and glorious inheritance he has given to his people." (Ephesians 1:18, NLT) 

the heart was the place of the emotions

"I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, " (Ephesians 1:18, NASB95) 

"There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; " (Ephesians 4:4, NASB95) 

there should be unity and the body of Christ

unity is the theme of Ephesians
we pray for a full assurance of the call and inheritance for the saints

"and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power" (Ephesians 1:19, NKJV) 

Paul proceeds to collect all the synonyms he can lay hands on as he describes how the power (dynamis) of God functions according to the operation (energeia) of the strength (kratos) of his might (ischys). Dynamis is capability or potential; energeia is effective or operational power (3:7; 4:16); kratos is power exercised in resistance and control (6:10); ischys, used of bodily strength and muscular force, is inherent, vital power (6:10). EBCNT
we pray to know the greatness of the power in Christ for all the saints
"which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, " (Ephesians 1:20, NASB95) 

"And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power." (1 Corinthians 6:14, NKJV)
"I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death," (Philippians 3:10, NRSV) 

not only the God the Father raise Jesus the Son but:
Christ was able to take up His own life (John 10:18),

and the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:11) raised Christ.

God raised Christ from the dead

"I will praise the Lord who guides me; yes, during the night I reflect and learn. I constantly trust in the Lord; because he is at my right hand, I will not be upended. So my heart rejoices and I am happy; My life is safe. You will not abandon me to Sheol; you will not allow your faithful follower to see the Pit. You lead me in the path of life; I experience absolute joy in your presence; you always give me sheer delight." (Psalm 16:7-11, The NET Bible) 

Christ has always been at the right hand of God the Father

"Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. " (Hebrews 12:1-2, NASB95) 

"He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. " (Colossians 1:17, NASB95; cf . Heb 1:3) 

God's seated Christ at His right hand

"far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. " (Ephesians 1:21, NASB95) 

"For to which of the angels did He ever say, “You are My Son, Today I have begotten You”? And again, “I will be a Father to Him And He shall be a Son to Me”? And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says, “And let all the angels of God worship Him.” " (Hebrews 1:5-6, NASB95) 

God will, in the fullness of times, unite all things in Christ (1:10), redeemed his purchase possession (1:14), demonstrate the riches of His grace in the Saints (2:7), redeem those He has sealed (4:30), inherit the kingdom of God (5:5), present His church spotless (5:27), and reward believers for their good deeds (6:8).

God and thus Christ is above all rule and authority and power and dominions in this age and the age to come

"And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all." (Ephesians 1:22-23, NASB95) 

a strong statement for the universal church

the most common usage for church in the New Testament is a local body, but this goes beyond the local body

Psalm 8 the new Adam is over all

God gave Christ as a ransom; and in the resurrection He gives Christ as a reward.

He who created all things (in God), and fills all things (who is filled by God), is placed above all things (by God)
 .

God has placed Christ as head over the church
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� NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--In elementary school, most Americans learn that an Indian named Squanto played a key role in the first Thanksgiving by teaching the Pilgrims how to grow the food they enjoyed at the historic feast. But a closer look at the character’s life discloses a strong parallel to the story of Joseph in the Old Testament.


In a portion of his 13-week educational curriculum on early American history titled “The Spirit of America,” Kenyn M. Cureton recounts the story of the Pilgrims, Squanto and Thanksgiving with a special emphasis on the role of the Christian faith.


Cureton, the newly elected vice president for convention relations with the Southern Baptist Convention’s Executive Committee, begins with Squanto’s story in 1605, when Squanto and a half-dozen of his friends were captured by some Englishmen on a fishing expedition and taken back to England.


“Squanto lived there with an English Captain, where he learned to speak English fluently, learned to eat English foods, and learned English customs and ways,” Cureton writes. “Nine years later, he came back across the Atlantic on another fishing expedition, and he was let off to return to his village.”


But a few months later, another group of Englishmen arrived and Squanto was taken prisoner again and toted back across the ocean with other Native American captives to the slave trading port of Malaga, Spain, Cureton recounts.


“All 27 were auctioned off one by one, many to Arab slave traders. When it came time for Squanto to stand on the auction block, a monk providentially walked by, looked at Squanto, took pity on him, bought him, and took him back to the monastery,” he writes. “There he learned about Jesus. Eventually, the monks granted Squanto his freedom. Homesick, he made his way back to England and joined up with another fishing expedition to the coasts of New England.”


But when Squanto arrived at home, he discovered that his entire tribe had been killed by a mysterious disease that likely had been introduced by the white men. Grief-stricken, he went to live with a neighboring tribe until in 1621 he received word that a group of Englishmen were attempting to settle on the ground that once belonged to his kinsmen.


“Instead of seeking revenge, Squanto came and offered them his services,” Cureton writes. “The Pilgrims had been craftsmen and townspeople in England, with little experience as farmers or hunters. In four months time they had caught only one codfish. Squanto taught the Pilgrims how to provide for the necessities of life, including how to fish for cod, how to plant corn with a fish, stalk deer, plant pumpkins, skin beavers, and determine what berries were edible.”


In fact, William Bradford, governor of Plymouth Plantation, called Squanto “a special instrument sent of God for their good beyond their expectation.”


The Pilgrims decided to have a Thanksgiving celebration at harvest time to rejoice in their fruitfulness. Ninety Indians came with five dressed venison on poles and 12 dressed turkeys along with berry pies, fish, fowl and vegetables.


“They had three wonderful days of feasting and celebration, with foot races, wrestling, archery contests ... [and] a prayer of thanksgiving to God,” Cureton includes in his study. The event became a tradition each year.


In 1622, Squanto became ill with Indian fever, Bradford recounted in his writings, and died within a few days. He desired “the Governor to pray for him, that he might go to the Englishmen’s God in Heaven.”


“Here was this Native American who understood English fluently, he understood English customs and ways, he ate English foods, and he reportedly became committed to the same Christ that they were,” Cureton writes. “He was the right man, at the right place, at the right time. Only God can do that! Squanto’s story is not unlike Joseph in the Old Testament -- he was shaped and molded through suffering and slavery to become the instrument of God to literally keep the people of God alive.”


Cureton, former pastor of the Nashville-area First Baptist Church in Lebanon, Tenn., said his interest in early American history began several years ago, when he and some leaders with the SBC’s Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission were contemplating ways to mobilize churches to be salt and light and also to educate people about who they are as American citizens.


“Our nation’s story is filled with Christian heritage and heroes, which have been left out of our modern textbooks,” Cureton told Baptist Press. “Their story needs to be told so believers grasp that they’re standing in a long line of Christians who’ve molded and shaped this country and its culture from the very beginning.”


Cureton began researching and writing the content for the curriculum and then decided it needed to be video-driven “because history can be kind of dry for people.” In order to bring alive the history of America from Christopher Columbus to George Washington, Cureton and a film crew flew to Plymouth, Lexington and Concord, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C., Mount Vernon and other places where key events in America’s history took place, all the while tying in the element of Christianity that is left out of the history books in schools.


Once the series was finished, Cureton tested it in his church to see what people would think.


“There were senior adults that I assumed had heard these stories and knew about our spiritual heritage,” he said. “But they didn’t have a clue. They were just so surprised, and they felt robbed, frankly. They had missed out on a vital part of America’s story.”


So through the project, telling the stories of the faith of such national heroes as Squanto, Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry, George Washington and a host of other has become a rallying point for Cureton to educate people on America’s Christian foundations. And the curriculum has struck a chord with people, he said. Tony Perkins, president of the Family Research Council, has endorsed the material and is urging publishing companies to pick it up.


As for Squanto, Cureton said his story was obviously significant for the Pilgrims because they were starving to death and he came to their rescue.


“To me, the big story with Squanto is that he went through so much -- being captured, being made a slave -- and yet somehow by the grace of God he didn’t want to seek revenge on those people who had moved into his village and settled,” Cureton said. “He wanted to help them, and I want to read into that that he had come to Christ and had a totally different outlook.


“He is just like an American Joseph, going through slavery and all the bad things. You don’t get a quote that ‘you meant it for evil but God meant it for good,’ but you’ve got the actions.”


Cureton said Squanto’s story is significant to Americans today because he’s a model of how to deal with adversity in a positive manner for the greater good of others.


“A lot of people go through difficulty and hardship and become bitter because of it,” he said. “Other people go through the difficulty and hardship and see how God has used that to mold them and shape them to do good. I think that’s his story, and I love it. It’s a great story.”


For children, Cureton recommends a book titled “Squanto and the Miracle of Thanksgiving” by Eric Metaxas.
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