Understand the Purpose of the Law
Devotional Reading: Romans 3:27–31.
Background Scripture: Galatians 3:19–4:7.
Printed Text: Galatians 3:19–29; 4:4–7.
Galatians 3:19–29
19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator.
20 Now a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one.
21 Is the law then against the promises of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.
22 But the Scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.
23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterward be revealed.
24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.
25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.
26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
29 And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
Galatians 4:4–7
4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,
5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.
6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
Golden Text:     When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.—Galatians 4:4–6.

Lesson Aims
1. Explain the word pictures of law and grace that Paul chose to use in this passage.

2. Identify blessings and responsibilities that come with God’s adoption of each of us.

3. Express to God a sense of joy in knowing that they have been adopted by Him.

Home Daily Bible Readings
Monday, —God’s Law Is Perfect (Psalm 19:7–14)

Tuesday, —Understanding the Law (1 Timothy 1:3–11)

Wednesday, —Jesus Fulfills the Law (Matthew 5:17–22)

Thursday, —We Uphold the Law Through Faith (Romans 3:27–31)

Friday, —Why the Law? (Galatians 3:19–23)

Saturday, —The Law Was Our Disciplinarian (Galatians 3:24–29)

Sunday, —No Longer Slave But Heir (Galatians 4:1–7)

Lesson Outline
Introduction
A.     Temporary, But Necessary

B.     Lesson Background

I.     The Failures of the Law (Galatians 3:19–22)
A.     Temporary (vv. 19, 20)

B.     Unable to Save (vv. 21, 22)

          Only a Temporary Thing
II.     The Function of the Law (Galatians 3:23–26)
A.     A Prison Guard (v. 23)

B.     A Tutor (vv. 24–26)

          Needed: A Guide
III.     The Fulfillment of the Law (Galatians 3:27–29; 4:4–7)
A.     By Grace We Put on Christ (v. 27)

B.     By Grace We Are United (v. 28)

C.     By Grace We Are Adopted (v. 29; 4:4–7)
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