What is mental computation?

Mental computation of mathematics is the deriving of exact answers to mathematical calculations without the use of recording devices such as computers, calculators, or writing instruments (Reys, B, 1985; Reys & Berger, 1994). Most of our mental computation are performed in non-technical settings such as, the exchange of money, determining time and distances because we do not take the time or have the opportunity to use recording devices in making computations.( Reys & Nohda, 1994). People avoid carrying calculators everywhere they go because it is simply too embarrassing to use calculators at the check stand or restaurant. ( Lucas, 1991). 

