SUMMARY

An understanding of the many aspects and uses of numbers, especially related to cardinal and ordinal meanings and to the notion of place value, is fundamental to the acquisition of number sense. (Howden, 1989) stated that Number sense…develops gradually as a result of exploring numbers, visualizing them in a variety of contexts, and relating them in ways that are not limited by traditional algorithms. learning mathematics should be a delightful experience for all children and they should succeed in it. 

This study suggests the implications to teachers’ teaching and pupils learning. Teachers should be able to identify the importance of the development of number sense. The lack of understanding of what numerals mean must present insuperable barriers to learning mathematics Ekenstam (1977)(p. 317).  Teaching practices should focus more to pupils’ centered rather than the focus on subject or knowledge centered.  Adapting and imparting new knowledge and skills to their pupils will help the pupils to learn and understand mathematics in a meaningful way. Pupils will develop their skills in number sense and mental computation while the process of learning is going on as (Carpenter & Moser, 1984) indicate that children invent a great deal of their own mathematics.  Administrators of schools should be able to give support to teachers   in terms of moral or materials. The success of the programme or project depends on the continuous collaborative work among teachers, pupils, parents  and the administrator. Further research need to be addressed on relationship between number facts have on mental computation.

