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Adoption Application 
 

P.O. Box 6453, Midlothian, Virginia  23112 
 

 
Please provide complete answers to each question contained in this adoption application. 

We look forward to getting to know you! 
 
 

Dreams & Wishes for Small Dogs Organization 
Dreams & Wishes for Small Dogs seeks to ensure that any person(s) wishing to adopt a precious small dog companion, 
has absolute confidence in their ability to provide the highest level of care for them. It is of vital importance to Dreams & 
Wishes that any companion animal that is placed into an adoptive home, is confirmed to be compatible with your personal 
preferences, and that a smooth transition can be made to your present household and life-style. It is our wish that all who 
are involved with any new family addition, regard their new family companion as not only a positive addition, but also to be 
a rewarding one.  The adoption of any of our rescues is to be considered a permanent decision, please take into 
consideration all of the many ways that your household may be changed and all of the responsibilities that you will be 
committing to.  
 
Dreams & Wishes for Small Dogs is a not-for-profit LLC organization. I understand an Adoption Donation is necessary to 
help offset costs incurred to rescue, transport, foster, and provide adequate vet care for each rescued companion animal. 
This Adoption Donation may be individually determined, however, the standard tax deductible, Adoption Donation is 
$250.00. This donation is not refundable (please refer to Adoption Contract for details). In addition, there will be a $50.00 
refundable spay or neuter deposit required which will be refunded once Dreams & Wishes for Small Dogs has received a 
signed veterinarian certificate of the surgery having been performed by the time your adopted companion turns 6 months 
of age. The donation amount will be written on your contract, agreed upon by all involved parties and paid before any 
rescued small dog companion is placed in any adopter’s home.   
 
Please mail your completed adoption application, with a $10.00 non-refundable application processing fee. 
 
 

Date Application Submitted: Application Sent Via:     Email     US Mail     FAX 
Application is for 
Specific breed(s):   please specify ___________________ or,  Specific companion:  indicate dog’s name_________ 

Adoption Application Processing Fee paid by:  personal check  PayPal.com  other _________________________ 

Applicant Name, Address, Phone 
Name of Applicant: Email Address: 

Home Address (street, apt #, city, state, zip): 
 

Home Phone:  (       ) Work/Cell Phone:  (       ) 

Best time to call (e.g., certain hours or certain days): 

Name of Co-Applicant: Email Address: 
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Home Environment Information 
Please tell us a little about yourself and your family: 

Applicant’s Employer: How long?: Telephone: 

Co-Applicant’s Employer: How long?: Telephone: 

Does any member of your family have allergies?    Yes       No  If yes, please describe to what and explain how they 
are being treated: 

Please list the names of the Adults who live in your home: 

Please list the names and ages of the Children who live in your home: 

Do you consider the location of your house to be:   
Suburban     Urban     Rural     Other  (specify)________________

Type of home: 
House       Apartment       Townhouse      Condominium       Other (specify)________________

Do you   Own      Rent?   
If you rent, please include a note from your landlord giving consent to bring a companion animal into your residence.  

Landlord’s Name/Phone Number/Email Address: 

How long have you lived at your current residence?   
If less than two years, please provide your previous address: 
 

How would you describe the level of activity in your home? 
Moderate     Active     Quiet     Other (explain)____________________________________________

Do you have a fenced in yard?  Yes     No  If yes, please describe the size and type of fence. 

Quality of Care / Breed Preference 
Who will be most responsible for caring for your new companion? 

How many hours will your new companion be left alone during the day? How many hours at night? 

What motivates you to want to adopt a small dog? 

Will your new companion be kept  Indoors    Outdoors    Equally Indoors and Outdoors? 

Please be as specific as possible with the following question as it will help ensure a positive placement. 
What dog breed(s) you are most interested in? 

Will other breeds be acceptable?  Yes     No 
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Preferences:   
 Gender: Male   Female     No pref       
 Size:  0 -10 pounds 10 -15 pounds 20-25 pounds   No pref 
 Coat Type: Long    Short        No pref      
 Age:    Puppy   Adult    Senior    No pref  
 Color (specify): ________________________    

Please list any other important criteria for a companion you would consider adopting: 

Is there a particular small dog presently with our rescue that you are interested in? Yes ______________(name) No 

Would you consider a different dog if this one is not available?  Yes    No       Why or why not? 

What appeals to you the most with this type of small dog companion? 

Do you have a dog house, an outdoor kennel, a dog run or a runner or pulley system?  Any other adequate 
outdoor shelter (explain): 

When the small dog is home alone will they be  
 allowed free movement throughout the house  confined in a room   crate trained  left outside  left in garage 
 other (explain): 

Where will your small dog companion stay during the night? 

If necessary, how will you house-train your small dog companion? 

Do you believe in spaying and neutering?  Yes   No 
If your answer is NO to the above question and you have any questions or concerns about spaying or neutering, please 
list them here: 

Are your present companion animals spayed and/or neutered?  Yes   No    If they are not, what is the reason? 

Previous or Current Veterinarian’s Name, Address, Phone, Email: 

Previous or Current Groomer’s Name, Address, Phone, Email: 

What do you think are the most important responsibilities of someone to properly care for a small dog ? Please explain 
why you feel this way 
Under what circumstances would you remove a companion animal from your home? 

Excessive barking Chewing Housebreaking issues Shedding Digging 
New Baby  Does not get along with other animals  Moving Divorce  
Personal illness High cost of animal’s care High vet care expenses Other (explain): 

 
Please share your future plans for your new small dog companion: (for example, lap-warmer, traveling buddy, athletic 
partner – hiking, running, biking, agility, other competition, therapy, children’s playmate, pal for current small animal 
companion? 
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To help resolve any problems, are you willing to: Crate train?   Yes    No  
Please list any questions or concerns about crate training: 

Have your current, or any of your past companion animals been crate trained?    Yes     No      
Have your current, or any of your past companion animals attended obedience class?    Yes     No 

Where are is your local dog obedience classes taught?  
 
Do they encourage using positive reinforcement? 

How do you feel about training your companion animal by practicing positive reinforcement?  And, why: 

What will you do with your small dog while you are on vacation? 

What will you do with your companion if you move? 

Have you ever given up one of your companion animals before? Yes   No     If Yes, please explain what the 
circumstances were? 

What became of the companion once you had removed them from your home? 

Please list all the companion animals that you currently own: 
Animal  Breed  Age Gender  Size Weight  Temperament  Years with you 
 

How did you acquire each of  them? 

Do they get along well with other companion animals? If not, why and how do they behave around them? What have you 
experienced with them to know they may have difficulty getting along with another animal companion? How are you 
prepared to handle any potential aggression amongst your companion animals if you have more than one in your home? 

Are your current companion animals up to date on all of their vaccinations?  Yes      No    If no, please explain why 
they are not up to date: 

Are they on heartworm preventative? Yes      No    If no, please explain why:  
 

Do you keep your current companion animals on heartworm preventative year round  only during certain months? 
Describe dosage intervals: 
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References 

Please provide us with the names and phone numbers of two personal references.   Please include people you have 
known for at least 2 years and do not include relatives or your current vet. 
 
 Name   Phone  Email   Relationship  Years known 
 
1. 
 
2. 
 

Consents 
(Please initial each appropriate box showing your consent.) 

If one of  Dreams & Wishes for Small Dogs  companions becomes a member of your household, 
may we have your consent to post your adoption experience on our web-site (preferably in your 
own words, with a picture of your new family companion with you (if a family picture is available) 
and if applicable any other family members residing in your home? 

____Yes_____No 

May we use  your first and last  name(s)? ____Yes_____No 

May we list the town and state of your home? ____Yes_____No 

May we use positive excerpts from any of your e-mail updates ____Yes_____No 

(Please allow us to assure you that  weather you choose to give us consent to use any of the above requested information or not, has no bearing 
whatsoever,  in the  final decision to, or not to, place one of our rescued companion animals with you.) 

 
 

For the Future 
We welcome every opportunity to let other’s know of our rescue program.  Could you please tell us how you heard about 
Dreams & Wishes For Small Dogs?   

Would you be willing to refer us to others who may have a small dog companion that needs to be placed, or to a friend or 
family member who may wish to adopt a small dog companion? Yes    No  (if not, please tell us why) 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

If you are interested in assisting with our rescue efforts, please check your interests: 
 

Transporting Dogs     Fostering      Administration       Fund Raising      Other 
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Signature Page 
 
Dreams & Wishes for Small Dogs in Virginia, founded May 2003, is dedicated to the humane treatment of all 
animals.  In order to ensure the well-being of the small dogs adopted from our Rescue, the following Adoption Rules 
have been established and are enforced: 

1. Dogs are available for adoption to approved adopters throughout the United States. 

2. Dogs are placed as household pets and not as guards or hunters. 

3. All females must be spayed and all males neutered by 6 months. If a small dog is placed that has not been 
altered, a refundable $50.00 deposit must be made in addition to the adoption donation. This deposit will be 
refunded only after receiving confirmation of spay or neuter with a veterinarian’s signature.  

4. All rescued companions must be examined by a veterinarian within 72 hours of placement.  

5. All persons living in the household must be involved in the selection of the small dog companion. 

6. Dogs requiring frequent attention must not be left unattended. 

7. Dogs may not be left outside unsupervised. 

8. Dogs may not be confined for extended periods of time in such areas as a crate, cellar, laundry room, or 
garage, or be tethered of chained for extended periods of time. 

9. Dogs must be maintained in accordance with the licensing and other laws of the community in which they 
reside.  

10. People living in rental housing, condos or townhouses must have written approval by the proper authority, 
which includes the size of animal, pet deposit amount, and number of companion animals allowed, before an 
home-visit can be completed. 

11. Dreams & Wishes for Small Dogs requires a fenced yard for those individuals wishing to adopt a dog. This 
rule can be waived at the discretion of Dreams & Wishes for Small Dogs. 

12. If the adopter of any rescued companion of Dreams & Wishes for Small Dogs can no longer care for the 
adopted companion, the companion must be returned to Dreams & Wishes for Small Dogs. 

13. Dreams & Wishes for Small Dogs reserves the right to reclaim any placed small dog if, in our opinion, the 
small dog is not being properly and humanely cared for.  

 
 
The Dreams & Wishes for Small Dogs representative will gladly cover the following topics during your home-visit: 

 
• Housetraining 
• Feeding 
• Chewing 
• Toys 
• Socialization 
• Grooming 

 
• Flea/Tick Control  
• Obedience Training 
• Heartworm 
• Household Hazards 
• Introducing your new companion to other family 

members in the home 
 
Please list any questions that you may have about any of these topics: 
 
 
 
 
By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read this adoption application completely and comprehend it fully.  I 
know that applying does not guarantee adoption approval and that untruthful answers or failure to comply with the 
requirements of this adoption application or of the adoption contract can result in the forfeiture at any time in the 
future, of any rescued animal companion that Dreams & Wishes for Small Dogs has placed with me.   
 
Applicant      Co-Applicant 
 
________________________________________  ________________________________________ 
Signature    Date  Signature    Date 

(A non-refundable processing fee of $10.00 must accompany each completed application.) 
 


