VA Budget
• Ensure that sufficient funding is authorized and appropriated for the Veterans Health Administration so that it can fulfill its obligation to care for all of our nation’s sick and disabled veterans. 
• Ensure a proper funding mechanism to guarantee that the Department of Veterans Affairs receives the appropriate level of funding to adequately care for all our nation’s veterans in a timely manner.

VA Benefits and Compensation
• Ensure that the VA disability compensation program is preserved in its current form to protect the needs of current and future veterans. Oppose any changes to current definitions of line of duty, structural changes to the programs for disability and survivors benefits, or curtailment of veterans or beneficiaries rights of entitlement, or to appeal benefit decisions. 

Education
• Secure authority and full funding for a GI Bill for the 21st Century that recognizes the valuable contributions of those serving in uniform by providing for the full costs of tuition, fees and living expenses for attendance at any institution of higher learning of a veteran’s choosing.

Military Retirees
• Ensure that Congress enacts legislation that authorizes and fully funds legislation that allows all disabled military retirees to receive their full military retirement pay and full disability compensation without offset.

Veterans Employment
• Oppose attempts to reduce or circumvent veterans preference.
• Support an effective and efficient Veterans Employment and Training Service.
• Urge State Governors to appoint at least one veterans advocate to state workforce development boards. Veterans also should be represented on local boards.
• Urge national standardization of licensing and certification.
• Urge DoD and State Legislatures to fully support programs that ensures Guard and Reserve members and their families access to the most recent employment data and the necessary education/training to provide long-term growth and opportunities in the occupation of their choice.

Homeless Veterans
• Fully Fund all homeless programs and enhance community–based efforts.
• Require that homeless programs funded by the federal government offer a continuum of services to include: outreach, medical and rehabilitation treatment, long-term sheltered transitional assistance, and employment assistance. 
Read the DAV Legislative Service Bulletins and Advocacy in Action (www.dav.org) compiled by our National Headquarters.  Contact your elected state officials in your voting district by letters, e-mails, phone calls and personal visits at their office.  Out strongest weapon is The Vote.  We retirees, veterans, our family members and friends must get our message to our elected delegates and senators! 


