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Chapter meetings every 1st Thursday of the month at 7:00PM, 8068 Quarterfield Road, Severn, Maryland

January 2007 – March 2007
COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Dear Comrades:

I was busy at the Golden Corral for four weeks in October and November raising donations for two new vans and for our service programs for hospitalized veterans.  Our goal at the Golden Corral was to raise over $6,000 in 2006.  I was also successful in obtaining a grant from Walmart in the amount of $1,000.  This consumed a lot of time for me and the few other volunteers who offered their valuable time.

One of the most time-consuming efforts was stuffing envelopes with 10 raffle tickets to all the members.  We had very disappointing results.  I can get other organizations and civilians interested in donating to our cause, but most of the chapter members would rather sit at home and complain about our organization.  Quite a few of you seem to think that you should be rated with a 100% disability.  It is the Veterans Administration who denies your claims based on medical information and not DAV.  If you would come to some of our meetings and discuss any changes in your medical conditions with us or voice your concerns, we might be able to steer you in the right direction to get what you deserve.  Our vans transport many of you veterans to your medical appointments but we had very little response in our fund drive through raffle tickets.  We help all veterans, especially the young warriors coming home with amputations and/or head traumas.

On a more positive note, we had a great Christmas party with lot of food, fun, and making new friends.  For the new year of 2007, we are hoping that more chapter members find time to become active in the chapter so that we can become more productive. 
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For God, Country

and the DAV

Thom

Events
Jan. 4, 2007

General Meeting, 7:00pm 

Jan. 25, 2007

Executive Meeting, 7:00pm 

Feb. 1, 2007

General Meeting, 7:00pm

Feb. 14, 2007

Valentine’s Day

Feb. 19, 2007

President’s Day, VA clinic closed
Feb. 22, 2007

Executive Meeting, 7:00pm
Mar. 1, 2007

General Meeting, 7:00pm 

Mar 22, 2007

Executive Meeting, 7:00pm

Chaplains Corner    [image: image4.wmf]
Pray for our Marines and all service members serving in Iraq and around the world.  May our Lord guide and protect them. Visit a veteran in the hospital. Pray for the families of our departed chapter members and for members who lost their spouses.                                                                                  (Johnny Hall)
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DAVA Unit Commander’s Message
Hello unit members:

Our unit holds its monthly meetings at our regular meeting place at the American Legion Post 276, 8068 Quarterfield Road, Severn, MD.  Please try to keep in touch with our active members and check on absent or sick members.  We try to help members who are not in the best of health by calling them to cheer them up or to find out if they have special needs.  Unit 13 had a great loss recently: One of our most beloved and respected unit members, our Chaplain Rosa Lee Schwarz, passed away on October 18.  She will surely be missed by everyone.  Our prayers go out to her husband Pete.  May God and friends help him through this ordeal.

As always, we had a great time at our Christmas Party even though we had to find a new caterer and we had to do some of the work ourselves.  As ever, come out and help!  Wishing you all a Happy New Year!
DAVA UNIT COMMANDER

Annalee Mullenax
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Service Officer Report:
(Bob Mullenax)

Homeless veterans in Maryland will have greater access to assistance, thanks to a $1.6 million grant awarded by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to The Baltimore Station for operations in Baltimore.
 “Only through a dedicated partnership with community- and faith-based organizations can we hope to end homelessness among veterans,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Jim Nicholson.  “Maryland veterans answered their country’s call to serve during its greatest times of need, and now some live without shelter.  This grant will help them get back on the road to self-reliance.” The Baltimore Station will operate at 140 West Street in Baltimore, where services such as job training and referrals, as well as mental health and substance abuse treatments will be offered. The Baltimore Station’s grant for this project is one of 52 grants recently announced by VA worth nearly $11.6 million to public, private non-profit and faith-based groups for programs assisting homeless veterans. This latest round of grants brings the number of community-based beds to more than 10,000, provided by public and community non-profit and faith-based organizations with VA funding in 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. VA has the largest integrated network of homeless assistance programs in the country.  It is the only federal agency that provides substantial one-on-one contact with the homeless.  In many cities and rural areas, VA social workers and other clinicians conduct extensive outreach programs, clinical assessments, medical treatment, alcohol and drug abuse counseling and employment assistance.

Department of Veterans Affairs
More chapter news and information:

Volunteer Drivers Needed
More than 9,000 volunteers drive veterans to their VA medical center and clinic appointments as part of the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Volunteer Transportation Network (VTN). Additional volunteer drivers are needed to sustain the program of providing free rides to veterans. The volunteer driver corps is aging and younger volunteers are needed to continue this vital service at all VA medical centers, according to Edward E. Hartman, DAV's National Director of Voluntary Services. Veterans who utilize VTN are typically too ill to drive themselves, do not have family members around to drive them to their appointments, or have no other means of transportation. Volunteers interested in becoming drivers must pass a physical examination and health screening administered at a VA Medical Center. Once determined physically fit to safely transport passengers, volunteers must show proof of a safe driving record, a valid driver's license, and current motor vehicle bodily-injury liability and property damage, and be willing to attend training. Those interested should contact the Voluntary Service Chief at their nearest VA Medical Center or call DAV Voluntary Services at 202-554-3501.
Here is an extract of a news article which appeared in the Maryland Gazette titled: Veterans’ vans need funding and drivers
When a car racks up more than 100,000, normally, people start looking to trade up.  That’s just what the Disabled American Veterans Chapter 13 is trying to do.  The DAV uses three vans to transport veterans to doctor and clinic visits.  Right now, the two vans they own have 134,000 miles and 121,000 miles.  The third is borrowed and has 97,000 miles.  The vans are used to transport anywhere from seven to 24 vets per day and all three vans are starting to show wear and tear, Mr. Hawkins said.  “A lot of these people are elderly, and they can’t drive anymore, or they have medical problems and can’t drive, or just have no licenses.  There are many different types of problems,” he said.  The group does various fund-raisers including raffle drives, door-to-door solicitation and the annual Forget-Me-Not fund drive.  Although the vans are worth $30,000, the DAV only pays $12,000 with the help of Ford.  “We still need quite a bit,” said Thom Unkle, the Chapter 13 Commander.  All nine of the chapter’s van drivers are volunteers and veterans.  The nine drivers have their work cut out for them.  Chapter 13 covers all of Ann Arundel County and parts of Montgomery and Howard counties.  In total, the vans rack up about 4,000 miles per month, Mr. Hawkins said.  Because of this, the DAV is always looking for volunteers, who do not need to be veterans.  “They get the pleasure of helping veterans,” Mr. Mawkins said.  Donations for DAV vans may be sent to DAV Chapter 13, P.O. Box 639, Glen Burnie, MD  21060.  Anyone interested in volunteering to drive a van may contact Mr. Hawkins at 410-590-4140 Ext. 4221.   
Quote of the Month: 
Help others to get ahead.  You will stand taller with someone else on your shoulders.
- Bob Moawad
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DAV Chapter 13 has its own website! You can find it at www.dav.org or directly at www.geocities.com/davmd13.  Special events and pictures are posted on the website.

POC: Pete Schwarz (webmaster).

Help us in our fund-raising effort with your donation!
DAV CHAPTER 13, GLEN BURNIE, MD
Veterans helping Disabled American Veterans
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Get involved!
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