How to Assess a Web site.
-Prior to assigning the lesson each class will understand the importance of credibility.  I will make sure that the students are able to identify the author or creator of the web page and where there source of information originated from.  Whatever information they gather must be verified from a well known source such as their book or a credible source such as PBS.com, or a national website.
-Before the students venture off into the internet I will first ask them to write a brief summary about what they already know concerning their topic.  If nothing is known then they will be required to find out information from an encyclopedia before entering the Internet.  

Here is an example of two websites that students may turn to for information.  See if you can tell which one is credible.

1) http://www.sc.edu/library/science/sciport.html
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Helping pecple understand kow genetics affects their lives and society.

The Basics and Beyond #

What is DNA? What are chramosomes? What
are cells made of? Find answers to these and
other questions.

Genetic Disorder Corner #

What are genetic disarders and how are they
caused? What do genetic counselors do?

The Biotechniques Laboratory i
Belly up to our interactive lab bench and

Pharmacogenomics: DNA Microarray

practice basic molecular biology techniques Drugs Designed for You

Stem Cells in the Spatiight What if your doctor could choose The completion of the Human

Stem cells are the body's main building blocks. |~ medical treatments, guaranteed Genome Project presented

Explore the biology of stem cells, their potential | - effective, based on your genetic researchers with an extraordinary

uses in medicine and some of the challenges makeup? Pharmacogenomics has the  genetic resource. But how are they

facing stem cell research, potential to deliver this type of making sense out of all that data?

Pharmacogenomics: persanalized medicine, changing the  One exciting new technology with the
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2) http://www.genetics.com/
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Genetics.com Genetics Portal

GENETICS | PATERNITY TEST | GENETIC TESTING | GENGMICS | RELATIVE GENETICS | HUMAN GENETICS | PLANT GENETICS | DNA | DNA
TESTING | DNA SEGUENCING | DNA FINSERPRINTING.
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Looking for infarmation on genetics? Search through our extensive
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I hope that you decided that the first web site was more credible just by looking at it.  I highlighted the date which the information was last updated and the source of the information.  There is no way to find out if the second site is credible unless you go through and compare information.

- After an introduction the students would then be assigned groups and given a topic to explore.  Upon completion of their presentation the following questions must be answered or their information will be deemed as inaccurate.

Web Site Evaluation
Authority

1.
Who is the author or producer of the page?______________________________

2.
What are the author’s qualifications for the information written on the site?___________________________________________________________________

3. 
If the web site is sponsored by an organization or business, is the sponsoring organization clearly stated?  Yes_______  No_______

4.
Can the legitimacy of the organization be verified?  Yes_______ No_______

5.
What is the purpose of the web site?____________________________________

6.
Can information on the site be verified by another source?  Yes_______ No_______  If so, how?__________________________________________________

7.
Is the page relatively free of grammatical errors?  Yes_______  No_______


If not, what conclusions can you draw?__________________________________

8.
Who has the responsibility for the accuracy of the contents of the site?

_______________________________________________________________________

