Nonparametric Testing

Nonparametric testing are tests that are not dependent on population characteristics or parameters for its use.  Their requirements are minimal and are referred to as distribution-free tests.

They are use when problem include one or more variable measured on a nominal or ordinal scale.  Two most often used are the binomial test and the chi-square test.  These evaluate whether the proportions associated with the categories on a single variable are equal to hypothesized values.

An example of a Binomial Test for number of sick leave days taken, placed into two categories.
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An example of a Chi-square test of sick leave days takes.
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