Rabbi David B. Siff
          

dsiff@juno.com   ~      (803) 446-0798
EDUCATION

Jewish Theological Seminary of America, New York, NY

·
Rabbinic Ordination, May 2006; MPhil, May 2007

·
Ph.D. Candidate in Jewish Philosophy, currently enrolled

·
   Dissertation on the teachings of Rebbe Nahman of Breslov

·     Initiated and led a study group on “Creating Synagogues of Excellence.”

Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, Philadelphia, PA

·
Rabbinical Student, 1998-2001; MAJS, 2003.
·
Studied Cantorial Music and Practical Rabbinics 

Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH

·
B.A. (Magna cum Laude), Liberal Arts, 1995

RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP

Employ traditional and contemporary melodies as well as explanations to make services educational and spiritual.  Develop engaging and substantive programming to expand and diversify scope of synagogue life and involve multiple constituencies.
Beth Shalom Synagogue, Columbia, SC

Rabbi (2006 to 2008)

·
Rabbi in pulpit of 324 families.  Provided pastoral care, teach at adult and childrens’ level, and ran adult, children, and family services.
·
Worked with ritual committee to experiment with ways to innovate within context of halacha in order to make services enthusiastic, educational and participatory.
·   Initiated Hesed (Caring) and Tikkun Olam (Repairing the World) Committees, transforming focus of synagogue toward community and also engaging a number of previously disengaged members. 

·   Worked with Board and various committees to explore ways to engage and welcome intermarried families in congregational life.
Congregation Tifereth Israel, Greenport, NY

Rabbinic Resident (2005 to 2006)

·
Reinvigorated Shabbat and Holiday services through such programs as Teen Shabbat, Youth Service & Dinner, Sukkah Cookout, and Carlebach Shabbat.  

·
Created Hebrew School program focused on Jewish values and living. 

·
Cultivated alliance with local Reform through inclusive and accessible programming.

·
Reached out to marginally and previously affiliated members.

·
Increased service attendance and school enrollment dramatically.
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COUNSELING

Provide pastoral counseling in matters related to emotional, interpersonal and spiritual concerns.  Engender personal growth and healthy relationships through my teachings and example.  

Thomas Jefferson University Hospital, Philadelphia, PA

Chaplaincy Student, CPE Program (Summer 1999)

Philadelphia Geriatric Center, Philadelphia, PA

Geriatric Chaplain (1998 to 1999)

Headrest Telephone Hotline, Lebanon, NH

Volunteer Crisis Counselor (1994 to 1995)

Dartmouth College Mediation Center, Hanover, NH

Peer Mediator (1993 to 1995)

TEACHING

Teach Jewish texts and practices in a manner that empowers students as independent learners.  Engage students of various ages and religious backgrounds.  

Valley Beth Shalom, Los Angeles CA
Hebrew School Teacher (2008 to present)

·
Teach Hebrew and Judaics using active learning pedagogies and multimodal activities to maximize student engagement and learning.  
Florence Melton Adult Mini-School, Los Angeles CA
Instructor (2008 to present)

·
Teach traditional texts in pluralistic context.  Encourage students to develop skills as active, independent participants in study of Judaism.
Bnai Jeshurun, New York, NY 

Staff Bar Mitzvah Tutor (2002 to 2006)

·
Utilized Bar Mitzvah sessions as opportunity to expose students to richness of Jewish tradition and to enable them to explore their own questions and interests.
Akiba Hebrew Academy, Merion Station, PA

Judaic Studies Teacher (2001 to 2002)

·
Taught Talmud and Jewish Ethics in nondenominational Jewish High School.
Course Instructor

Various Locations, 1998-present
·
Taught on Jewish Spirituality, adult Bnei Mitzvah, and Intellectual History of Judaism.

·
Taught students of all ages at various settings such as Manhattan and Philadelphia JCC’s, Congregation Leyv HaIr in Philadelphia, and the Jewish Renewal Life Center.
AWARDS AND HONORS

Max Gelb Talmud Prize, Jewish Theological Seminary, 2006

New Voices Essay Contest Winner, Sh’ma Magazine, 2005 

Professor Louis Ginzberg Talmud Prize, Jewish Theological Seminary, 2004

Pinkenson Prize for excellence in Rabbinics, Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, 2001

Dartmouth College Chaplaincy Award, June 1995 
Phi Beta Kappa, 1995

National Merit Scholar, 1991

