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Ratiocination

Directions:   Proofread for each specific item below.  When “time” is called, pass the paper you are correcting to your immediate right.   

1) Circle all "being" verbs even if they're used as helping verbs. (Ex: be, am, is, are, was, were, has been, have been, had been) 

2) Place a box around all the vague words and those you've been asked not to use. Write “vague” above each boxed word.  (Example: this, that, these, those, it) 

3) Write an X through the pronoun “you.” 

4) Place a wavy line under repeated words.  Mark each with “rep.” 

5) Find spelling errors and write "sp" above each. 

6) Find words, sentences or paragraphs that you don't understand and write "explain" above them. (This would include situations where ideas are hard to follow, more details are needed or there is too much repetition.) 

7) Place a "?" over words and sentences that are punctuated incorrectly. 

8) Write "trans" in the left margin if there is no transition from one paragraph to another OR no transition within the paragraph. 

9) Write "CS" if there is a comma splice or "RO" if there is a sentence run-on. 

10) Write at least one positive comment at the end of the paper and then sign your name.

