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Midterm Examination Review

Part I: Sentence Fragments and Introductions

Directions: Mark “T” for true or “F” for false

1. A complete sentence is a subject, verb, and predicate_______

2. Sentence fragments are usually missing the subject in college writing.________

3. Words such as because, although, even though, and while always need periods at the end of the clause.______

4. Sentences that begin with words using –ing rarely need commas.______
5. A single word by itself can never be a sentence.________

6. The most interesting sentence in an introduction should be the second sentence___________

7. In a narrative, the last sentence of the introduction indicates the event the writer will describe.____________

8. A writer may choose to begin an introduction with a quotation, a question, a piece of interesting information, or a description of a scene.________

Directions: Mark “C” for correct or “I” for incorrect.

9. Because we violated the terms of our lease we were forced to move.________

10. The slow-moving traffic, frustrating as it was.________

11. Wait a minute.________

12. Upon entering the classroom, our teacher tripped over the garbage can._________

13.  Although we seemed to be at a loss for words that evening._______

Part II:  Rewrite the paragraph below.  You may add or eliminate words.  


The prank, which seemed innocent at the time.  It turned into a nightmare I would never forget.  Walking home from school one day.  My best friend, who had somewhat of an anti-social streak. He came up with the brainstorm of dropping firecrackers off a bridge that overlooked the major interstate that ran through our city.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part III:  Multiple-choice questions over “Theme for English B”

14. The poem seems to emphasize the idea that

A. the student and teacher are completely different

B. while the student and teacher are different they are the same.

C. That the student hates the teacher

D. That the teacher despises the student

15. The one thing that both of the characters share in the poem is

A. the same background

B. the same composition theme

C. the same history

D. the same parents

16. In the poem, the main character basically feels

A. superior to the instructor

B. inferior to the instructor

C. equal and connected to the instructor

D. a deep hatred of the instructor

17. More than likely, the main character would like to attend a university that

A. only has African-American students

B. only teaches the classics

C. emphasizes respect for a diversity of thought

D. emphasizes respect only for urban artists

18. Basically, the poem teaches us that our background

A. affects the way we understand and learn

B. plays no part in our learning

C. is unimportant when attending college

D. none of these
Directions: Complete each sentence with the correct term.

1.Two complete sentences written without any punctuation is called a  

    ______________

2.  Two complete sentences written with only a comma between them is called a______________

3.  The first sentence of a body paragraph is called a_______________

4.  There are usually between __________sentences in each paragraph

5.  Sentences 2,3,4 usually contain __________that support the first sentence.

6.  The final sentence in a paragraph is called the _________sentence, which usually restates the first sentence with different words.

Directions: Write “CS” for comma splice, “RO” for run-on or “C”   

            for correct 

7.  Then he stepped back, smiled, and waved.______________

8.  Perhaps this kid was frustrated by what he saw, maybe he was just a scowly pre-adolescent.___________

9.  It is a word which stands for a deep and complex idea people who call themselves Muslim seek to interpret this idea of submission._______

10.  As Sontag said in her acceptance speech, we should be concerned.___________

Directions:  Mark “C” for correct or “I” for incorrect.    

11.  Before we had finished our exam the bell rang.______

12.  If the CEO can’t avert this crisis, she’ll be history._____

13.  The partners expect to work together, despite personal differences.__________

14.  We had hoped for a short session.   Unfortunately the day would be a long one.________

15.  The budget cuts are final; therefore you’ll have to reduce staff.__________

16.  All things considered things went as expected.________

17.  “I was positive I handed in that assignment”, he said._______

18.  My twin-brother once worked as a janitor; my oldest brother as a pizza cutter; and my father as a garbage collector._________

19. Well, I wasn’t sure about his offer.________

20.  The astronaut who had died upon re-entry was honored today.______

21. Tell me, Erin what you would like for Christmas.________

22.  The new cars, that were crushed in the accident, were hauled to the junkyard.__________

 Part I:  Pronoun/Antecedent Review

Pronouns—words that refer to __________,___________, or_______.

Antecedent--__________,___________,or_____________

Practice 1:  Underline the antecedent once and pronoun twice.

1. Jill demanded that the clerk speak to her.

2. Walmart has its headquarters in Arkansas.

3. The workers protested their working conditions.

Vague pronouns—pronouns that have no antecedent.
Practice 2:  Underline vague pronouns below.

4. I love the holidays.  This is the best time of year.

5. In the newspaper, it said we should avoid the subway.

6. If you look closely, it says this clearly.

7. In America, we believe in equality.

*Typical vague words to avoid in essays: ________ ________ _______ __________ ____________

Practice 3:  Write “C” for correct or “I” for incorrect.

8. Anybody is__________

9. each looks__________

10.  everyone seems__________

11. everything seems__________

12.  someone is___________

13.  All dogs are__________

14.  All of the pie is________

15. Either John or Steve are_________

16.  Few are________

17.  Many are________

18. Several are_________

*People who do the news need to have an advanced understanding of pronouns.  Complete the practice below to see if you are worthy of network television
Practice 4:  Write “C” for correct or “I” for incorrect.

19. We broadcasters must remain objective._______

20.  Us guys are going to CBS._______

21.  Excuse me, who did you write to?_________

22.  Excuse me, to whom did you write?_____________

23.   Whoever is covering the news should hurry up._______

24.   Give the assignment to whomever._______

25.   I’m taller than him.________

26.   We don’t know as much as he._________

27.   The problem was between the officer and he._________

28.    The award was for we.___________

29.   The president was a person that wanted freedom.______

30.    The president was a person who wanted freedom.

Part II:  Witness

31. A witness is someone who______________________________

32.   To see something as it happens is to___________________

33.   Who witnessed Dubus’s accident?____________________

34.   Whom does Dubus want to witness the effects of the accident?

1.____________________________________

2.____________________________________

35.  The story was basically about a man who must understand why______________________________________

35. If you are paralyzed in an accident, what happens to your physical senses?

_______________________________________________________

With most of his sense of touch gone, how do you think the author feels everyday? _____________________________

Part I:  Mark T for true or F for false.

1. Good sentences usually contain people as subjects.

2. Good sentences strive for simplicity, not complexity.

3. Good sentences usually have weak verbs.

4. Good sentences usually increase to be verbs.

5. Good sentences generally avoid passive voice.

6. Good sentences usually include clear details.

7. Good sentences tend to be short and clear.

8. Good sentences usually have long phrases.

9. Good sentences usually avoid doublings or repetitions.

10.  Good sentences generally decrease expletives, such as it was, there was, there were. 

11.  Good sentences try to ________the number of prepositions.

12.  Good sentences attempt to ___________relative pronouns, such as that, which, who, whom.

Part II:   Read each sentence.  Identify the error.  Use your 

                  word bank below as a guide.


1. It was a sunny day. ______________

2. The student loan program requires

participants._________

3. The team was in opposition.__________

4. We were late for class._____________

5. Our captain was selected by us.______

6. This guy I helped us.___________

7. The family of my wife comes from

Honduras._________

8. In hoping to continue a successful drive, the team ran the same play.__________

9. The room looks clean and immaculate.________

10.    The authors seemed troubled. The authors wrote stories reflecting their troubles in life.________

11.  In our class among all of the students in the center of the room is a plant.________

12.  The book that I quoted was wrong.____________

Part III:  Multiple Choice

13. Part one of Where I Come From concentrates mainly on

______________________________________________________

14. Part two of Where I Come From concentrates mainly on

______________________________________________________

15. Part III of Where I Come From concentrates mainly on

_______________________________________________________

16. The extensive lists in Where I Come From has the effect of

________________________________________________________

17. In the essay, the author appears to have what kind of outlook?

________________________________________________________

18. One criticism of Rapaille’s psychological theory is that it

________________________________________________________

Part I: Complete each statement with the correct word.  

1. A paragraph should have_____________.

2. All sentences should__________________to each other.

3. All paragraph should have____________sentences.

4. All paragraphs should have paragraph___________.

5. Words such as although, consequently, however, likewise, moreover, and nevertheless are called_____________.

6. Repeated grammatical structures are__________structures.

7. A common composition arrangement is ____________, body, and____________.

8. As a rule, students should __________ long paragraphs.

9. As a rule, students should __________one-sentence or two-sentence paragraphs.

10.   Generally, a paragraph contains _______major idea.

Part II: Multiple choice

11. The aspect making Patel’s essay seem more like a speech is

A. the formal grammar of the essay

B. the heavy use of the personal pronoun “I”

C. the scholarly references to authors

D. the video news clips he references

12. More than likely, the intended audience for Patel’s essay is

A. only fellow Muslims

B. mainly concerned Muslims

C. all concerned religious leaders

D. only religious people

13. By referencing the many religious scholars in his work, Patel

A. avoids sounding like a squeaky wheel

B. sounds like a religious fanatic

C. adds credibility to his concerns

D. both A and C

14. In this essay, the word nurturing most likely means

A. caring

B. attacking

C. influencing

D. harming

15. The major idea of Patel’s essay seems to be

A. Institutions create identities

B. Identities create institutions

C. Institutions have no effect on us

D. Identities are products of our own
Part I:  Mark T for true or F for false after each statement.

1. Use semicolon when you need punctuation stronger than a period but weaker than a comma. ________

2. Use semicolons to join dependent and independent clauses._____

3. You don’t need a semicolon in front of coordinating conjunctions such as for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so. _________

4. In general, use semicolons to separate clauses, phrases, and items in a series that might be confusing if commas alone were used to mark boundaries.__________

5. In general, use semicolons to introduce quotations.________

6. As a rule, place semicolons outside quotation marks._______

7. Use colons to direct readers to examples, explanations, and significant words and phrases.__________

8. Colons can be used after linking verbs. _______

9. Colons can be used to readers to lists.________

10. Colons can be used separate two sentences when the second sentence refers to the first.________

Part II:  If the sentence needs a semicolon, write semicolon.  If the 

             sentence requires a colon, write colon.  If the sentence requires 

             neither form of punctuation, write nothing.

11. We watched as the team lined up for practice the squad leader, a burly young man, barked out orders to begin.______________

12.  The one thing that makes a birthday special the cake._________

13.   The movie everyone remembers is: Titanic.________

14.   We had hoped to see more films; such as a few more documentaries.__________

15.   Jane screamed:  “I need your help!”__________

16.   My brothers and I have held odd jobs over the years; my twin brother worked as a pizza cutter, my oldest brother, Steve, drew blood on patients in a hospital lab, and my brother, Daniel, the youngest in our family, walked our neighbor’s dogs until a German Sheppard cut short his career. ___________

Part III:  A Letter to America

17. In “Letter to America,” the allusions in the story are important to the author because they represent

A. The America she once knew and loved

B. The America she wants to know

C. The America she still loves

D. None of these

18. The form of the essay as a letter gives the author freedom to

A. Write as much as she would like

B. Write in a more neighborly-sounding tone

C. Document and support all of her claims

D. None of these

19. The form of the essay as a letter limits the author’s freedom to

A. Write as much as she would like

B. Write in a more neighborly-sounding tone

C. Document and support all of her claims

D. Both A and D

20. The tone in the essay shifts from a

A. concerned, frightened tone to a pleasant one.

B. A  pleasant tone to a concerned, frightened one.

C. A critical tone to a humorous one.

D. None of these
Part I:  Completion


1. A dialect is a ______________form of speaking.

2. Slang is specialized terms for _________groups.

3. Standard version is language that is widely___________.

4. As a rule, only _________speakers should attempt to use dialect.

5. As a rule, one should_____________slang that is too familiar to readers or exclusive.

6. There are generally_________types of style and voice a writer can choose from.

7. A ________style appears in scholarly articles and journals.

8. A ________________style appears in newspaper editorials and magazines.

9. A_____________style appears on web sites or specialized magazines.

10.  In general, choose a style that__________your assignment or audience.

11.  _______________meanings are formal meanings of a word.

12. _______________meanings are the emotional impact words can have on a person.

13.  _______________tends be specialized language of a profession.

14. ________________are words that hide or cover-up the real meaning.

15.  A writer should avoid using______________, expressions that have been overused.  

16.  A writer should monitor his/her language to eliminate gender, racial, _________and _______bias.

Part II:  Use the word list in part one to identify each statement below.

17. I’m sorry.  Our company is downsizing._____________

18.  How much space do you have on your hardrive? __________

19.  He’s as slow as a turtle.____________

20.  In the South, people say soda.  In Minnesota, we say pop.________

21.  “I’m chillin,” he said.____________

22.   A bear is an animal in a forest._____________

23.   If someone is a bear, he’s mean, or he has a big appetite.________

24. A person who uses the term old man instead of elderly is guilty of ______________

25.  A person who makes reference to someone being white, black, Asian, or Hispanic may run the risk of _______________.

26.  A person who identifies another individual’s sexual preference when the situation doesn’t require it runs of the risk of _____________bias.

Part III:  And Our Flag Was Still There
27. Kingsolver basically argues that

A. America doesn’t need a flag any longer.

B. America needs to change the symbolism that is associated with the American flag.

C. America should ban flag burning.

D. None of these

28. Kingsolver claims that the flag should represent

A. America’s history of warfare

B. America’s dedication to liberty

C. America’s ambivalence to liberty

D. None of these

29. Kingsolver became concerned about the flag’s symbolism when

A. Her daughter came home from school

B. She was researching her topic

C. After the 911 attacks

D. After her son made her a flag.

30. More than likely, Kingsolver would support

A. an attempt to take down flags from every school

B. an attempt to adorn all military bases with flags

C. an attempt to drape the flag around peaceful causes

D. none of these

Part I: Mark “F” for fragment, “RO” for run-on, “CS” for comma  

        splice, or “C” for correct.

1. We should have seen trouble on the horizon; instead, we chose to ignore the signs._______

2. Sometimes I think I never really knew my father, he seemed reluctant to show me who he really was._________

3. Even though we the field had been destroyed.________

4. All of us including my mother.________

5. For some strange reason, I don’t remember feeling sad.______

6. No matter what happens, I think one has to remain hopeful_________

7. I would have to say that the greatest disappointment in my life occurred when I was seven years old________

8. Sometimes my mind flashes back to those moments when I first started marathon running, I’d wake up at four o’clock each morning and dash out the door for my daily five-mile jog._________

9. If we had only considered one thing.________

10. Drive carefully.____________

Part II:  Completion

11. A sentence contains three things: a subject, verb, and ___________.

12. In college writing, most sentence fragments occur when the writer forgets to include the ______________in the sentence.

13. The although at the beginning of sentence indicates that the writer needs a_____________at the end of the clause not a period.

14. Two sentences without any punctuation between them is called a____________.

15. Two sentences with only a comma between them is called a__________.

16. Generally, there are two ways to correct a comma splice.  First, the writer can use a___________and a capital letter.  Or, the writer could use a _____________if the two clauses are related.

17. In general, most paragraphs in college writing are between_________sentences in length.

18. The most interesting sentence of an introduction should be your__________sentence, known as the topic sentence.

19. The last sentence of your introduction is referred to as a__________statement or main idea.

20. In each body paragraph, a writer should develop ___________idea. 

21. The first sentence of a body paragraph is called a________sentence.

22. Sentences 2-4 in a body paragraph contain mainly _____________.

23. The purpose of a closing sentence in a body paragraph is to____________________________________________________________.

24. In many respects, the _____________sentence and the____________sentence are similar in that they repeat much of the same information and ideas.

Part III:  Use sentences 1-5 to answer the questions related to revision and editing.

1. It couldn’t have been a more disappointing day.

2. He was probably the most influential person I had met.

3. Depending on the outcome of the game.

4. We should have listened to him, instead we listened only to ourselves.

5. Could it have gotten any worse?

25. In sentence #1, which word/s does the writer need to revise?

_______________________________________________________________

26. In sentence #2, which word/s does the writer need to revise?

_______________________________________________________________

27. In sentence #3, what does the writer need to add?

________________________________________________________________

28. In sentence #4, what does the writer need to add?

________________________________________________________________

29. In sentence #5, which word/s does the writer need to revise?

__________________________________________________________________

Part IV:  Use the paragraph below to answer the questions for  

          paragraph revisions.

(1)She was about the same.  (2) She still had the same hair style and her face hadn’t even wrinkled.  (3)  Not until she spoke did I finally realize that something awful had happened since I last saw her (4) The dry, raspy words barely crawled from throat, and as she finished, her slight cough indicated that she might be suffering from cancer.  (5) I felt so sad.

30. After reading this paragraph, which 3 sentences need more detail for added clarity and creativity?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

31. Which sentences need word revisions?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

32. Provide a sample of the comments you would give to this writer below.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Doubling


Dull verb


Expletive  


Long phrase


Passive voice


prepositions


Repetition


Subject


To-be verb


Unnecessary 


Vague details


Wordy


Relative pronouns





One    


Avoid


Transitions


Parallel


Intro


Conclusion


Unity


Connect


Top sentences


Break up





Age


Orientation


Clichés


Euphemisms


Regional


Small


Accepted


Avoid


Native


Three


Informal


Casual


Formal


Matches


Connotative


Denotative


Jargon











