How to Summarize Literary Critics

Part I:  When you summarize a literary critic’s work, you 
         should include all of the following in the topic  

         sentence: 

1. the critic’s full name

2. the title of the story or poem he or she reviews

3. the critic’s main idea in the article

Directions:  First, note the biographical information below.  Then read the first paragraph from Fortenberry’s article.  Finally, write an effective topic sentence.  

Prufrock and the Fool Son
Critic: George Fortenberry 

Source: Ball State University Forum, Vol. VIII, Winter, 1967, pp. 51-54. Reproduced by permission 

Criticism about: T(homas) S(tearns) Eliot (1888-1965), also known as: T. S(tearns) Eliot, Thomas Stearns Eliot, Charles Augustus Conybeare, Reverend Charles James Grimble, Gus Krutzch, Muriel A. Schwartz, J. A. D. Spence, Helen B. Trundlett, T. S. Eliot

How much or how little the title of a poem means is, of course, left to the whim or decision of the poet. Upon occasion, however, a title will furnish the best clue to the meaning and significance of a poem. It is quite possible that the title, "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock," could furnish us with meaning we have not found before. This title has received very little attention considering the great attention which the poem itself has received. The following remarks focus upon the title of the poem, especially its use of the term "song
Topic sentence_______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part II:  Writing the rest of the summary involves two  

          things:

1. Stating what the critic says in the rest of the article.  Use the 25% rule as you normally would.

2. Writing a one paragraph evaluation of the article.  In other words, how did the critic’s article help you better understand a specific aspect of the story?  

Directions:  Read the rest of Fortenberry’s article.  Then write a summary that includes all three elements: the topic sentence, what the critic says, and an evaluation.

How much or how little the title of a poem means is, of course, left to the whim or decision of the poet. Upon occasion, however, a title will furnish the best clue to the meaning and significance of a poem. It is quite possible that the title, "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock," could furnish us with meaning we have not found before. This title has received very little attention considering the great attention which the poem itself has received. The following remarks focus upon the title of the poem, especially its use of the term "song." 

In spite of the fact that "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" has fostered many articles, enough, in fact, to make it one of the best understood works in our language, the poem is not well read by--not well explained to--thousands of college freshmen each year who find it in the section of their readers devoted to the latest poetry to be anthologized. Often they are rather shocked to learn that the poem is vintage 1915, which, although a good year, seems long ago to a freshman. They are also shocked to learn that it has been in print longer than some Thomas Hardy and a great deal of Housman and Hopkins. "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" is no longer young. It is of such an age that coming to terms with it becomes very important. 

Explanation of "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" should begin with attention to the work of Jules Laforgue where Eliot has directed us. Not only that, but attention should be given to Laforgue's Hamlet, a character not too much like Shakespeare's Hamlet. Critics have known for a long time of Laforgue's influence. They have not, however, paid much attention to his Hamlet in trying to interpret the poem. 

